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Archeology Division

Research, reporting, cataloging, and  
preserving archeological resources  
filled this fiscal year. A final report on  

a Nemaha County archeological site, believed 
to be a seasonally occupied late prehistoric 
camp or hamlet, was sent to the Natural Resourc-
es Conservation Service. Recovered materials 
indicate  hunting-related activities by the site’s 
occupants, who were also processing wild plant 
resources and corn.

Construction of a temporary fabric structure 
at the site of Engineer Cantonment, north of 
Omaha, protects an open excavation of the re-
cently discovered well-preserved remains of the 
1819-20 winter quarters of Maj. Stephen Long’s 
scientific expedition to the Rocky Mountains. 

This nationally significant site is owned by the 
Nebraska State Historical Society Foundation. 
Report preparation continues. 

Volume 12 of Central Plains Archeology 
(journal of the Nebraska Association of Profes-
sional Archeologists) features a detailed report 
on emergency salvage excavations conducted 
by NSHS staff and volunteers at the Eagle Ridge 
housing development and golf course near Papil-
lion. Construction uncovered the remains of 
what may have been an early eighteenth century 
seasonal encampment or small Native American 
village. Little was previously known about this 
type of site in Nebraska.

Staff finished cataloging and rehousing  
archeological collections acquired in  
Nebraska by the Bureau of Reclamation. This 
five-year project involved nearly 75,000 associ-
ated records and more than 308,000 artifacts. 	
 

NSHS Director/CEO Mike 
Smith and Walter Echo-
Hawk. In March 2010, NSHS 
staff and Pawnee tribal 
leaders toured Pawnee  
archeological and sacred 
sites in eastern Nebraska. 
This allowed the Pawnee to 
become more familiar with 
their ancestral homeland, 
and addressed tribal con-
cerns about Pawnee-related 
cultural properties that may 
be affected by the planned 
Keystone XL oil pipeline.

Nebraska History Museum

Nebraska native John Falter, called 
“America’s most gifted illustrator” by  
Norman Rockwell, was known for his 

book and magazine illustrations—including 
more than 185 covers for the Saturday Evening 
Post. The contents of his studio were donated  
to the NSHS; this past year, the NSHS hired a  
full-time intern to catalog, digitize, and organize 
this extensive collection. The results are now 
available to all through our online database. 
Thanks to the NSHS Foundation for helping  
the Nebraska History Museum make one of the 
Society’s best-loved collections more accessible.

A two-year project to improve storage for 
our Native American collection was funded 
by a Save America’s Treasures grant, private 
donations, and the NSHS. Over 2,500 objects 
from fourteen different tribes were cataloged, 
cleaned, conserved, digitized, and placed in 
proper storage mounts. This collection, now 
better preserved, is also completely searchable 
through our online collections database. 

Karen Anderson cataloged, 
digitized, and researched 
artist John Falter’s work.

Neligh Mill State Historic Site closed temporarily in 
June 2010 due to flooding on the nearby Elkhorn River. 
The past year saw over 70,000 visitors to the Historical 
Society’s museums and historic sites.



Research and Publications

The quarterly Nebraska History News  
grew from eight to twelve pages. NHN  
now includes feature articles about  

historical topics in addition to news and events.
Book publishing continues:
Here You Have My Story: Eyewitness Accounts 

of the Nineteenth-Century Central Plains, edited 
and with an introduction by Richard E. Jensen 
(NSHS retired), was published by University of 
Nebraska Press. The book presents first-person 
narratives published by the NSHS between 1885 
and 1919.

The Pawnee Mission Letters, 1834-1851, edited 
and with an introduction by Richard E. Jensen, 
was published by University of Nebraska Press. 
The book presents the letters of the Rev. John 
Dunbar and Samuel Allis, missionaries to the 
Pawnee in Nebraska.

Wings Over Nebraska: Historic Aviation Pho-
tographs, by Vince Goeres, with Kylie Kinley and 
introduction by Roger Welsch, will be published 
by the NSHS in Fall 2010. Goeres is a longtime 
volunteer; Kinley is an intern.

Scenery, Curiosities, and Stupendous Rocks: 
The William Quesenbury Overland Sketches, 
1850-1851, by David Murphy and outside con-
tributors, will be published by University of 
Oklahoma Press in 2011. 

Library/Archives

Two Lincoln Flying School photo albums 
from the 1920s; missionary William Ham-
ilton’s collection of sermons in the Omaha 

language and English, and a hymnal in the Oma-
ha language; a stereoview by William H. Jackson 
of a group of Pawnee chiefs and warriors; and 
Life and Speeches of William J. Bryan, inscribed 
by Bryan, were added to the collections. Over 
585 cemeteries were added to the Nebraska 
Statewide Cemetery Registry.

More public access results from catalog 
information on more than 47,000 titles, 80,000 
volumes, 63,000 photos and documents be-
coming available in digital format. Our Digital 
Imaging Lab produced 7,149 scans this year.

Naturalization records of Colfax, Pawnee, 
Sioux, and Wayne counties, and—because of in-
terest created by the Ken Burns film The National 
Parks—the Edward and Margaret Gehrke travel 
diaries (1909-1939) were microfilmed. A new 
microfilm reader/printer was purchased for the 
Reference Room with funding from a donor.

Three new research guides: A Place in 
History: Researching Your Nebraska Property; 
Probate Records Research; and Guide to Czech 
Sources are now available.

And Away We Go! An ‘On the Road’ Film 
Series, hosting the Czechoslovak Genealogical 
Society International’s Research Day during  
that organization’s annual symposium, and 
presenting a Nebraska Archives Week program, 
“Native American Genealogy Research and  
Resources,” expanded public exposure to  
Library/Archives resources. 

The Reference Room reopened March 9, 2010, after 
being closed for more than a year due to construc-
tion. More than 1,600 patrons were served onsite in the 
next three months in addition to more than 2,800 mail 
requests answered throughout the entire year.

Over the past year Nebras-
ka History News expanded, 
while Nebraska History 
has covered wide-ranging 
topics such as woman suf-
frage, the transformation of 
downtown Omaha, and the 
Civil War diary of Nebraska 
cavalryman Pvt. August 
Scherneckau.


