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1. Name

historic St . Martin I s Catholic Church ccYoo-2)

and or common LouE.ky Church

2. Location

street & number N/A NA not for publication

city, town DeWeese x vicinity of

state Nebraska code 31 county claY .  035
cooe

3. Classification
Cttego?y Owne:3hip Sfafu3 Pro3Gnt U3e

.- Oistti"r - public 3- occupied - agrlculture L museu.
^ buildlng(s) -L privaie - unoccupied - commercial - perk

- slructure - both - work in progress - educatlonal - prlvrte resldenge . - -
- slte P,pFlic Acquisltion Scce3slble - enterlainment X- religlougccasl-onauy
- obiect Iltln process L yes: restricted - goyernment - Sclenilftc

- being considered -- yes: unrestricted - industrial - lrrn3portatlon
- military - other:_ n o

4. Owner of Property

name Clay County H.istorical Society

street & number N/A

city, town clay center N/t- 
viciniry of

Nebraska
state

5, Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry ol deeds, etc. R€gister of Deeds, clay county courthouse

street & number N/A

city, town 
claY center Nebraska

state

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

t|e Nebraska lllstorI.c 3ulldings Survey has this property b€cn dctermined e gtbte? - yes )L no

6"g" on-golng - tuderat L statc - county - locrl

depository lor survey records Nebraska state Historic soeiely

clty, town Lincoln state Nebraska



7. Description

Gondition
-- excellent

X- good
- fair

Qlreck one
-1- or ig inal  s i te
-- moved date

Check one
- deteriorated ---- unaltered
- ruins X altered
- unexposed

N/A

D.3c?lb. lh. pr.Jcnl .nd original (if lnownl phr3ical .ppear.ncc

St. Martl-nr s Church, localed 1n rural Clay Couty, Nebraska, Le a vernacuLar Gothic
atructure bullt {n 1907-08. This one a,tory re-ctangular structure is of frame construction
wlth an entry tord€r doninatlng the eaat facade. The baslc sgructure measures 32t6" by 48'6"
although there are enal1 projections at each side of the altar space. The church sets on
a concrete foundatLon and hee a wood-shlngled roof, In near orlglnal condldlton, the
interior features. pressed netal ceLLLng and rrall covering. A reduced version of original
chapel is also located dn Ehe grounds.

St. I'Iartinr s Cathollc church, constructed tn 1907-08, 18 situated on the plains of Clay
County, Nebraaka approximately one-half m1le north and 2L niles west of Deweese (1980
pop. 69). This one-story chirch is of fra.me constructlon lr-ith an entry torrer dordnating
the east facade. A bell cast by Stuckstede and Bros. of St. Louis, Missouri is mounted in
this tower directly behiud the louvered viDdow openlngs, Gothic detailing prevails iu this
sirnple vernacular bullding Ln the shape of the rdndov and door openings as !reL1 ae in the
wlndow mrlllons. The circular wiadow above the froDt enttance archrray ls a vernacular
intelpretatlon of the Rayonnant style of Gothic archLtecture lrhich rras characterized by
radLatlng ornanental nu111oas w-ithin Gothic trindow openLngs, usually as the top portion
of the tradltional arclred windows. The basic structure neasules 32'6" by 4816" although
there are sualJ- proJectlons at each slde of the altar space whlch house Ehe sacristy and a
storage area. The church sits on a concrete foundatlon and has a wood-slngled roof.

In August 1973, one roonth after the church closed for regular servlces, llghtning
struck the cross on top of the bell tower and the resul!.Lng fire coapletely alestroyed the
top of the steeple and bell tower. The original steeple featured a trio of narrow Gothic
louvered w-indows on all four facades of the bell tower. The former spire also had a taller,
nore steeply-pitched roof. This portion of the ctrurch was reconstructed by the Clay County
Eistorlcal Seclety who subsequently acquired the property. The current steeple is typolo8i-
ally the sane as the orLginal, although the detal.ls are slighEly differeDt--the overall tower
height ls somewhat shorter, and the trlo of wl.ndows in the be1l toner nere replaced by
singular round-arched Louvered windows, one oo each facade.

The lnterlor of St. Martl-n I s 1s ln near origlnal coDditlon due to the fact that Vatican II
rullngs had not yet been enforced in this parish prior to the 1973 closure. Notable
decoratlve features lnclude the pressed metal ceLling and wa1l cove:rlng, the 14 Statlons of
the Cross and the ornate statuary adorning the altars. St. Martin, patron saint of farners,
Ls deplcted aa the central. flgure on the High Altar (see photo li8). The loner portlon of
one of the Lorr Altars ls reDovabl-e and was opened at Easter tLme to reveal a atatue represent-
ing Chrlst ln the tomb (see photo #9). A choir loft ls located at the east end of the church.
This space algo houges the organ and provides :m access by ladder to the be1l tover. (See
photo / l t0) .
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Also located on the church grounds direct ly south of  the church
is the reduced version of  the or ig inal  chapel  which is nora used for
s to rage,  (See photo  l t  5  ) .  A  w indbreak  o f  cedar  t rees  sur rounds the
proper ty .

St.  I ' lar t inr  s Church is now owned by the Clay County Histor ical
Society who ls act ively involved in preserving the bui ld ing.  The
church is opened for tours by appointment.  Weddings and other funct ions
nay also be scheduled.
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In  the  sunmer  o f  L973,  S t .  Mar t in ts  Church  c losed fo r  regu la r
services due to dwindl ing membership.  The property is now owned
by the  C lay  County  H is to r ica l  Soc ie ty .

S t .  Mar t in rs  Church  has  e thn ic  s ign i f i cance fo r  i t s  assoc ia t ion
wi th  the  Czech inun ig ran ts  in  C lay  County .  The f i rs t  Czechs  to  se t t le
in Clay County arr ived in L874 and establ ished one of  the smal lest
Czech co lon ies  in  Nebraska,  a  s ta te  heav i l y  popu la ted  by  th is
na t iona l i t y .  A f te r  the  Homestead Ac t  o f  L862 thousands o f  Czech
set t le rs  had come to  Nebraska in  search  o f  1and.  Th is  agr icu l tu ra l l y
or iented group were f leeing an overpopulated country and found the vast
land spaces in Nebraska very invi t ing.

The fact  that  th is smal l  Clay County colony had the where-with-al l
to establ ish a par ish and erect  and support  a church bui ld ing dur ing a
per iod of  t ime when Czechs were actual ly being oppressed in certain areas
of the midwestern Uni ted States,  demonstrates the pr ide and nat ional
so l idar i t y  o f  these peop le .  Th is  e thn ic  par ish  prov ided the  seeur i ty  and
unity the irnmigrants needed after arriving in a new land and promoted the
preserva t ion  o f  the  Czech language.

Arch i tec tu ra l l y ,  th is  church  is  s ign i f i can t  fo r  i t s  assoc ia t ion
wi th  p rominent  Nebraska arch i tec t  James H.  Craddock  (1856-1932) .
Craddock  prac t iced  ou t  o f  bo th  L inco ln  and Omaha fo r  over  fo r ty  years .
He was famous for his design of  publ ic bui ld ings and churches as wel l  as
pr iva te  res idences .  Ac t ive  in  po l i t i cs  h imse l f ,  he  was a  Nebraska Sta te
Representat ive in I9L7. Craddock was a nat ive of  Connect icut  and emigrated
to Nebraska in 1885 af ter  studying archi tecture at  the Myst ic River
Ins t i tu te  in  h is  home s ta te .

S t .  Mar t i -n fs  Catho l i -c  Church  is  perhaps  the  most  modest  o f  the  35
Nebraska churches Craddock designed. Most Craddock churches are more
os ten ta t ious  than th is  s imp le  f rame s t ruc tu re  (see,  fo r  example ,  OtConnor
Church Complex,  Greeley County,  Nebraska, NRHP). The inter ior  and
ex ter io r  o f  S t .  Mar t in rs  a re  v i r tua l l y  una l te red  and exempl i f y  a  f ine
vernacular interpretat ion of  the Gothic Revi-val  archi tectural  sty le.
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Ycrbal boundary description and justif ication

See continuation sheet

Lirt all rtates and

srare N/A
counties lor properties overlapping state or county boundaries

code county

N/A
county code

I l. Form Prepared By

name/ti1e Janet Jef f ries Spencer, Cultural HistorLan

organization Nebraska State Historical Society dare July , 1985

street & number 15oo R street tefephone 4o2/ 47I-47 67

-  L incoln
crty or town state Nebraska

12. State llistoric Preservation Officer Gertification
The evaluated signilicance of this property within the state is:

x local

A3lhe deslgnrted Stsle Hlsio.lc Preservaiion Ofticcr for the National Historic Preservalion Act ol 1965 (Publlc Lrw 89'
665), I h€raby nomlnate thls property lor inclusion In the National Register and certily lhat lt has been evalualed
according to the criteria and procedures set

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

by the Nallonal Park

tlle Dlre ctor , Nebraska S tate or ical  Society

For NPS use only
I hcrcby certlty thlt thls property lg Included In the Natlonal Reglster

date

- national -_ state

Keeper of the National Register

Attcel:

6 P g  a 9 | ' 7 t l

dete

Chbl d Rcalstration



NPS Forn l0.e00r
F{a)

United States Department of the lnterior
National Park Service

O l ' r B  N o .  1 0 2 4 - 0 0 1 8
E x p i r e s  1 0 - 3 1 - 8 7

National Register of Historic Places
lnventory-Nomination Form
C;ontinuationsheet s.r i  l temnumber

Kucera ,  $ ladmi r ,  Czech Churches  in  Nebraska,  Omaha,  Nebraska Czechs ,  Inc .  1974.

Omaha:  The Gate  C i ty  and Doug las  County ,  Nebraska,  Ch icago,  S .J .  C la rke
Publ ishing Company, Vo1 I I ,  L9:- .7 .

t tomaha tr{or ld Heraldt t ,  morning edi t ion,  March L7 ,

Original  bui ld ing contract  between John E. King,
o f  S t .  Mar t in rs  Church ,  November  L9A7.

L 9 3 2 ,  J a m e s  H .  C r a d d o c k  O b i t u a r y .

bui lder and Father Matej  Nemec

Rosicky, Rose, A History of Czechs in Nebraska, Onaha, Czech Historical Society of
Nebraska, 1929,
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Continuation sheet 

- 
ltem number

The St. Martlnrs Church property i5 as a rectangular tract of land 200 ft' by

165 fr. that can be described as follorts:

Coomencing at s point 100 feet West of the Northeast corner of
the NEk of the NWtr secrion 35, TownshiP 5N, Range 8W, then west 200 feet

along the North 1lne of saLd Secti.on 35, then South 165 feet parallel to
the west line of saLd Section 35, rhen east 200 feet parallel to the
North line of said Section 35r then North 165 feet Parallel to the West
line of said Section 35 to the Point of beglnning. This lncludes all the
historlcally associated property.
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South and east (front) facades. Photo by Joni Gilkerson, 1985, NSHS (8504/2:10) 



 
East façade. Photo by Joni Gilkerson, 1985, NSHS (8504/2:5) 



 
Reduced version of original Loucky Chapel, now used for storage. East (front) and north facades. 

Photo by Joni Gilkerson, 1985, NSHS (8504/2:14) 
 
 
 



 
West (rear) and south facades.  

Photo by Joni Gilkerson, 1985, NSHS (8504/2:16) 
 

 
Chancel area, looking west.  

Photo by Janet Jeffries Spencer, 1985, NSHS (8504/3:4) 



 
Base of a Low Altar showing a statue of Christ in the tomb, looking west.  

Photo by Janet Jeffries Spencer, 1985, NSHS (8504/3:6) 
 

 
Looking east from chancel toward vestibule and balcony.  

Photo by Janet Jeffries Spencer, 1985, NSHS (8504/3:18) 
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