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The building was erected in 1860 as a one story, frame,

Lutheran church with a gable roof crowned by a cupola or bell tower.

The structural framework was fashioned from native cottonwood
lumber. Some of the original siding has been replaced over the
years, and a new roof was provided about 1960. Otherwise, no
significant alterations have evidently been made over the years.
The tower houses & bell which was cast in 1856 and is presumably
original to the building. The pilasters of the tower and the
neavy cornices and cornice returns show Greek Revival influence,

Fizout ten to twenty years ago, the building ceased to be
used for regular Lutheran worship services. In 1963 the deed to
the church property was given to the Dakota City government by the
Mabraska Syrod of the Lutheran Church in America. In 1963-64
certain rehabilitation work was carried out by the Dakota County
Historical Society. At the same time, while many early church
furnishings were left intact, several additional historical 1tems
were placed inside the structure. The building is now operated as
a museum occasionally opened to the public. The church and its
property occupy lots 1, 2, and 3 in Dakota City block 220. These
three lots define the boundaries of the land now being nominated
to the National Register.
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Only three or four Greek Revival churches are to be found in
Mebraska, created as a territory in 1854. Emmanuel Lutheran Church
is probably Nebraska's best, purest, and least altered example of
Greek Revival ecclesiastical architecture. The structure is
believed to be not only the oldest but also the very first Lutheran
church built in Nebraska.

. The congregation which built the church was organized in July,
1859, by Rev. Hénry W. Kuhns, a Lutheran missionary sent by Allegheny
Synod to Nebraska Territory in 1858. In the spring and summer of
1860, during Kuhns' pastorate, the church was designed and constructed
at a cost of $2000 by Augustus T. Haase, a member of the congregation.
A carpenter by trade, Haase was born in Germany and came to Dakota
City in 1858. Before Nebraska became a state #n 1867, the building
served for several years as a territorial county courthouse on
weekdays and as a church on Sundays. Kuhns' successor as pastor

of the church was Dr. Samuel Aughey, who came to Nebraska in 1864

and Tater became one of Nebraska's best known natural scientists.
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cmmanuel Lutheran Chﬁrth, exterior from the northeast.
No known alterations between 1964 and 1969.







