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1. Name of Propetty
hislodc name The Auditorl um
othff names/site numbor NeHBS {F1,105-65: OHRIN #03-14-0 I

2. Locatlon
streel & number 1 6 0  N .  9 t h not for publication

Geneva

state Nebraska code NE countv Fi I lmore code 059 zip code 68r,a r

3. Classlflcatlon
OrnershiP of ProPertY
flprivate
Ejpublic-local
flpublic-State
f] public-Federal

Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

I buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

I uuitoinglsl
f] district
I site
[-l stucture
fl object

I
Name of related multiple property listing:

O p e r a  H o u s e  B u i  l d i n q s  i n  N e b r a s K a  1 8 6 7 - 1 9 1 7
Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register 0

|nmyopinion,theproperryEmeetsfJoo" 'notmeettheNat iona|Registe ' . , i t , f f insheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal ag€ncy and bureau

^1thE designated authorlty und6t the National Historic Pteseruation Act ol 1966, as amended. I hereby certity that this
El nomination Ll requsst fot dotetminalion of oligibility moets the documontation standafds for rsgistering prop€rties in ths
Nalional Register of Histodc Placos and meets the Procedural and profsssional roquirements set forlh in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opiDidot ths propgrty,J.! meets I l/oos not meot ths National Registor crlteria. Ll see contnr|9tion she€t.

certifying otficial
Direc br,  I lebraska State l i is tor ical  Societ

5. National Park Servlce Certification
l, hereby, certity that this property is:

n entered in the National Register.
I See continuation sheet.

[--l detemined eligible for the National
Register. f] sr" continuation sheet.

n determined not eligible lor the
National Register.

[-l removed from the National Register.
[--l other, (explain:)

Signature ol the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instruclions)

S o c i  a l  :  M e e t i n q  h a l  I
Government: Citv hal l

Current Functions
Recreat i  on &

(enter categories lrom instructions)
Cu l tu  re  :  Jhqa t re  ̂

A u d  i t o r i  r r m
Government: Citv hal l

7. Descrl
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

OTHE

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

loundation I  l n  knnw n

walls B r i c k

roof Tar
other Concrete decoraf  ive di  annndq

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Aud i to r ium is  loca ted  a t  160 Nor th  g th  S t . ,  approx imate ly  a  b lock  nor th
of the Fi l  lmore County courthouse. Constructed in 1915 by the town of Geneva, i t
|{as reported to cost f20,000, The Ty{o-Part Commercial Block brick structure has a
f lat roof protected by a tar coating, which is pitched to the west. The exterior
includes decorative brickwork and concrete diamonds, but remains ut i l i tal ian in
appearance. Access to the auditorium is through the spacious lobby, which is
entered from the outside through rr ide doub' le doors under a permanent awning. The' lobby, which has undergone some remodeling, contains the t icket saies area.

The aud i to r ium is  53  fee t  w ide  by  64  fee t  long ,  f rom the  back  wa l i  to  the
proscenium opening, Although the exterior has a number of windows, none of them
are visible from the inside. The balcony, reached by a wooden staircase on either
side of the auditorium, is raked, |{ i th permanent seating surrounding a project ion
booth. The balcony, extending 10 feet beyond the rear of the lower level of the
auditorium, is 28 feet deep at the sides and 24 feet nide at the center of the
curved ra i l .  A l though the  rear  o f  the  ba icony  conta ins  o r ig ina ]  opera  house
chairs, the lower port ions and the main f loor seats were moved in when the Rialto
Mov ie  Theat re  went  ou t  o f  bus iness .  The aud i to r ium has  i t s  o r ig ina i  t in  ce i l ing ,
but is currently covered with a blown-in coat of newsprint.  Piaid carpeting in
the  a is les  a lso  came f rom the  R ia l to .  The cur ren t  sea t ing  capac i ty  i s  347,

The elaborate proscenium arch, decorated with gi l t  leaves and buttons,
measures 32 feet wide by 19 feet, although a tormenter f i l ls approximately the top
f ive feet of this space, The stage is 20 feet deep from the proscenium opening to
the back wall .  One trap doo|is center stage, but no longer useable. Although
the  or ig ina j  s tage cur ta ins  do  no t  remain ,  the  ro l  le rs  a re  s t i l l  i n  p lace ,
Catwalks al low access to the upper areas of the stage. Arnple vJings, 10 feet 6
' inches wide, include stairways down to the dressing rooms under the stage. These
dressing rooms have undergone extensive refurbishing, They open under the stage
to the pit ,  which is about three feet deep and four feet, 6 inches wide, curving
around the footl ight trough and extending t i /o feet beyond the edge of Lhe four
foo t  apron ,  Th is  deep p i t  was  the  on ly  compla in t  about  the  bu i ld ing  a t  i t , s
December ,  1915 open ing :  " I f  the  arch i tec t  was  ever  ins ide  o f  a  theater  he
certainly never had any experience as a performer in the orchestra. The pit  is
three feet deep and quite narrow. The orchestra leader cannot see the stage, a
v i ta l  de fec t , "  bu t  went  on  to  add,  "The res t  o f  the  bu i ld ing  is  so  sa t is fac to ry
that no one wil l  feel l ike grumbling much about the orchestra pit" (Nebraska
Signa l ,  16  Dec.  l9 l5 ) .  The s t ruc tu ra l  and h is to r ica l  in tegr i t y  o f  the  bu i ld ing
and theatre has been naintained.
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ConsErucEed in 1915 as the City i{al l  and Auditoriun, the Ewo-
story brick rectangular bui lding, which displays a f laE roof ' .r i th
stone coping, is ut i l i tar ian in appearance, incorporat, ing brick
patterning and corbel l ing as the pri ' rar;v r iecorative features.
Stone belt courses <i ivide t ire bui lding into horizontal divisions.
Approxinately tr.ro-thirds of t i re bui lding houses the theater space,
while the renainder is used for ci ty off ices. The nain (east)
entrance at the street level leacis to the auci i tor iuin space, while
the entrance at the southeasE corner of the bui lding provides access
to the City i tal l  off ices. The bui lding continues in use today as
city off ices, and the Geneva Arts Counci l  presently uses the
Auciitoriun space as a cor.rrnunity theater.

The Geneva 0pera llouse, built in 1483, and the New Opera
l iouse, in Ehe 1899 Fraternit l '  Tenple bui lding, are no longer
ex tanE.



8. Statement ol nll lcance
Certitying official has considered lhe

Applicable National Register Criteria

Criteria Gonsiderations (Exceplions)

significance of this property in relation to other properties:

fJnationally [x I starc*ide I locally

En Ea f ,c  Do

In Ie Dc Do f le  nr  Ia

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions)
Per forminq Ar ts

Soc ia l  H i s to r y

Cultural Atliliation
N/A

Significanl ferson ArchitecUBuilder
Deue |  ,  f  i  rs t  name t rn known (  arch i *oc+' t

Sitate signillcance ol property, and iustify criteria, clitslia considerations, and afsas and pgtiods ol gignificancs noled above.

The Aud i to r ium is  s ign i f i can t  fo r  i t s  assoc ia t ion  w i th  and in  re fe rence to  the
historic context "Aesthetic Systems: I t inerant and Local Performing Arts in
Nebraska" and the property type of "opera House Buildings in Nebraska, 1867 to
1917. '  Under  Cr i te r ion  A,  th is  opera  house is  s ign i f i can t  in  the  areas  o f  the
performing arts; entertainment/recreation; and social history, on a state level,  as
a well  preserved example of an opera house bui lding in Nebraska. The bui lding
retains a high degree of historical ' integri ty, possessing the physical and
assoc ia t j ve  charac ter is t iqs  to  make i t  an  e l ig ib le  member  o f  i t s  p roper ty  type .

Th is  opera  house is  s ign i f i can t  in  the  area  o f  per fo rming  ar ts  fo r  b r ing ing  a
variety of entertainment to the community of Geneva. As a faci l  i ty for the
performing arts, i t  offered productions such as musical concerts, touring stock
companies, and home talent productions. (See fol lowing table of Representative
Enter ta lnments  1915-  1918.  )

This opera house is signif icant in the area of entertainment/recreation, since
it provided a place where the whole cormunity could gather to attend edifying
lec tures  and mot ion  p ic tu res .  (See fo l low ing  tab le  o f  Representa t ive
Enter ta inments  1915-  1918.  )

Th is  ope ra  house  i s  s ign i f i can t  j n  t he  a rea  o f  soc ia l  h i s to ry  because  i t  gave
Geneva a neutral ,  nonaff i l iated locat ion for bazaars and other corununity
ga the r ings ,  (See  fo l l ow ing  tab le  o f  Represen ta t i ve  En te r ta inmen ts  1915-1918 . )  I n
the  days  be fo re  rad io ,  t e lev i s ion ,  and  sound  mov ies ,  ac t i v i t i es  a t  t he  ope ra  house
v{ere ant ' ic ' ipated for days or weeks ahead of t ime. I t  provided a place for people
to get together to have a good t ime and forget the' i  r  t roubles over crops, weather,
t axes ,  t he  ra i l r oads ,  and  the  genera l l y  ha rd  l i f e  o f  se t t l  i ng  the  Grea t  P la ins ,

The  pe r iod  o f  s ign i f i cance  i s  de r i ved  f rom the  o r i g ina l  cons t ruc t i on  da te  o f
t , he  bu i l d ing ,  1915 .  I t  was  cons ide red  a  s ign i f i can t  improvemen t  ove r  bo th  the
Geneva Opera House, bui l t  in 1883, and the New opera House pccupying the third
f l oo r  o f  t he  1899  F ra te rn i t y  Temp le  bu i l d ing .  I he  Nebraska  S igna l  repo r ted ,  " I t

Period of Significance
t9  t5 -  t9 t7

Significant Dates

t9  t5

El See continuation sh€et
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was indeed a novel experience to r lalk direct ly from the sidewalk into a modern lobby
and walk direct ly through the door and over a sol id f loor of cement to a
comfor tab le  seat  in  an  opera  cha i r  t r i th  no  s ta i rs  to  c l imb"  (16  Dec.  1915:4) .  The
period of s' ignif icance continued through 1917, the year considered to signal the
end of the opera house era in Nebraska, even though because i t  was bui l t  at the end
of the era and functioned as a civic center for a number of years, eventual ly
serving f irst as a movie house and then as a community auditorium once again during
the 1980s. Three Geneva movie houses--the Palm, the crand, and the l . l idwest--
o f fe red  i t  cons iderab le  compet i t ion ,  as  we l l .
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The Audi tor ium,  Geneva
Represen ta t i ve  En te r ta inmen ts ,  1915-1918

DATE EVENT AND PERFORMERS

Social Hlstory

Nov 1917 Red Cross bazaar  and fa i r

Enterta i rment/Rec reat i on

Nov 1916 Lecture by Andrew Johnson
Feb 1917 Lecture by Arthur l {a ' lwyn Evans
Nov  1917  Mo t ion  p i c tu re
Nov 1917 Lecture  and mot ion p ic ture  by  Sgt .  Hanley ,  'Thy the A l  I  ies  Wi  11 Win

the War"
Dec  1917  Mo t ion  p i c tu re
Jan 1918 Lecture  by  Dr .  G.  t {h i t f ie ld  Ray,  "The Story  o f  South  Amer ica"
Mar  1918 Lecture  by  Dr .  Ar thur  Walwyn Evans,  "What  Amer ica Means to  Me"

Performi ng Arts

Dec 1 9 1 5 The Dutch Detect i ve, home ta'l ent
Grace Ha]  

' l -R i  
he ldaf fer  and A lexander  von Sk i  b i  nsky Co.

Roya I Gwent We I sh Ma'le S'i nge rs
Po luhn i  &  Co .

Sep 1916 His Honor the l , layor w' i th Harry Sohns by the Hi ' l  lman Ideal  Stock Co.
Oc t  1  91  6  L .  A .  C .  Orches t ra

The Trail of the Lonesone Pine by the Snedeker Co.
Nov  1  916  Mys te r i ous  Smi th  Co .

M l les  Be r ry ' s  Don ' t  Te l l  My  t ( i f e
Dec  1916  Ha l l owe l ' l  Mus i ca l  Co .
Mar  1917  Apo l l o  Conce r t  Co .
May  1917  May  Fes t i va l ,  p resen t i ng  Sy l v ia  by  home ta1en t ;  Ca r ' l  F rede r i ck

Steck ' leberg,  v io l in ' l s t ;  and The Golden Legend,  a  home ta lent
cantata

Sep 1917 Hil lman's Stock Co. in The Boy l lho Cane Back, The l, lovie f, lan and
Daughters of the Rich

Oct 1 91 7 l{ i I I i  am C. Cushman's The Toynaker's Drean
Oc t  1917  Lose f f ' s  Russ ian  Quar te t
Feb  1918  Ion ian  Serenaders



The  Aud i t o r i um.  Geneva  s i t e  v i s i t .  14  Mar .  1987 .
F t l lmo re  Coun ty  Reg i s te r  o f  Deeds .  The  Aud i t o r i um IGeneva j  ou : l i c  r eco rds .

Aug .  1987
Fu l t on ,  Vaughn .  Te ' l ephone  rn te r v ' i ew .  Geneva :  11  Mar .  1987 .
Mersch ,  Eve i yn .  Le t t e r s  t o  t he  au tho r .  Geneva :  1986 .
Neb raska  S igna l .  13  May  1915  20  Dec .  1917 .
"New C i t y  Ha l  

. | .  "  Neb raska  S igna  I  16  Dec .  1915 .
Tu rek ,  B i l l .  Le t t e r  t o  t he  au tho r .  Geneva :  22  Aug .  19e7 .

Pe rsona l  i n t e r v i ew .  Geneva :  14  Mar .  1987 .
_o  Te ' l ephone  i n te r v ' i ew .  Geneva :  11  Mar .  1987 .
Wh i t l ey ,  D .  L .  Le t t e r  t o  t he  au tho r .  Geneva :  Ju ]  .  1987 .
Wy the rs ,  Je r i .  Le t t e r  t o  t he  au tho r .  Geneva :  10  Mar .  1987 .

Prevlous documentation on file (NPS):

f] preliminary determination of individual tisting (36 CFR 64
has been requested

I previously listed in the National Register

D See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
[l State historic preservation otfice
tr Otner State agency
E reoeral agency
f] tocat government
[_l University
Eotnet
Specity repository:

D .  L a y n e  E h  l e r s  ( s e e

n previously determined eligible by the National Register

flOesignated a National Historic Landmark
[--l recorded by Historic American Buildings

Survey #
[--l recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record # b e  l o w )

10. Geoqraphical Data
Acreage of property Lesa than one f l] acre

UTM References
l l l ' 41  lo l  I 'a l  : '  I '  o l  14 'a la 'n lo 'a 'o l

Zone Easting Northing
Cl  ,  |  |  |  '  I  r  ,  I

B l  r l  l l , l "  l
Zone Easting

Dl '  I

fJSee continuation sheet

l ' l , l " l
Northing

I ' l ' l " l

Verbal Boundary Description
Th is  p rope r f y  i s  desc r ibed
sou th  52  fee t ,  o f  B lock  4 ,

Lots  65 and 66,  and a  |  |  o f  Lot  67 except  the
Town  o f  Geneva ,  F i l l np re  Coun ty ,  Neb raska .

f] See continuation sheet

a s  a l l  o f
O r i g i n a l

Boundary J ustification

The  bounda ry  i nc l udes  t he  en t i r e  t own
w i th  t h i s  p rope r f y .

l o t s  t ha t  have  been  h  i  s to r i ca  I  l y  assoc  i a ted

fJSee continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
name/title D.  Layne  Eh  l  e rs ,  P r  i  nc  i  oa  l  I  nves t  i  qa to r

organization OHBIN S tudv Ao r i l .  1988
street & number2 3 O Z  S o u t h  l l t h f qozl $5-69 46
city or town L inco ln state flE zip code W
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The fol lowing ' information is the same for alI  Geneva photographs:

NAME OF PRoPERTY: The Auditorium
CITY, CoUNTY, STATE: Geneva, F' i  I  lmore, Nebraska
NeHBS SITE No.: FM05-65
OHBIN SITE No. :  03-14-01
NAl, lE OF PHOToGRAPHER: Christ ian H. Ehlers

PH0T0 NUMBER: Geneva 11
DATE 0F PHOT0GRAPH (and NEGATIVE NUMBER): 03-14-87 (8703/2:35)
LoCATION OF ORICINAL NEGATIVE: Nebraska State Historical Society
oESCRIPTIoN 0F VIEI{ INDICATING DIRECTIoN 0F CAMERA: Exterior view, looking
northlrest at the east (front) and south facades.

PHOTo NUMBER: Geneva *2
0ATE OF PHOTOGRAPH (and NEGATIVE NUMBER): 03-14-87 (8703/2:26)
LoCATIoN OF oRIGINAL NEGATIVE: Nebraska State Historical Society
oESCRIPTIoN 0F VIEII INDICATING oIRECTIoN 0F CAUERA: Interior view, looking west
at the stage.

PH0T0 NUMBER: Geneva S3
DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH (and NEGATIVE NUMBER): 03-14-87 (8703/2222)
LoCATIoN 0F ORIGINAL NEGATIVE: Nebraska State Historical Society
DESCRIPTIoN 0F VIEI{ INDICATING DIRECTIoN 0F CAMERA: Interior viel{,  looking east
at the north wail  and center of the auditorium.
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Photo 3 
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