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1. Name ot Properly

other names/site number NEHBS #rMl1-006, FMl1-005

2. Locatlon
street & number

town
Main  St ree t Aot for publication

Aici
Nebraska code NE Fi 1lmore code 059 zip code 68444

3. Classlflcatlon
Ownership of Property
[-l private
E public-local
f] public-State
fJ public-Federal

Category of Property
fl uuitoinglsl
fldistrict
flsite
l--l structure
fl object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing Noncontributing

buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register 0

4. State/Federal Agency CertlficatEln

In my opinion, the propeny f] meets f] Oo". not meet the National Register criteria. [JS"" ,on*** sheer.

Signature of commenting or other otficial Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

Name of related multiple property listing:
N/A

As the designalgq aulhorily undor tho National Historic Presorvation Act of 1966, as amsndsd, I horeby cerlity that this
EJ nomination LJ roqusst for dstermination of oligibility meets lho documentation standards tor registgring properti$ in tho
National Rsgistor of Historic Placss and meets ths procedural and profsssional roquirements sot forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

El meeqs flOo", not meet the National Register criteria. fls"" conringpriop sheer.

i rec to r ,  Nebraska Sta te  H isEor j -ca l -  Soc ie ty
Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Natlonal Park Servlce Certificatlon
l, hereby, certity that this property is:

l-l entered in the National Register.
n S"" continuation sheet.

[-l determined eligible for the National
Register. f] See continuarion sheet.

l--ldetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

[] remoued from the National Register.
n other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Functlon or UEe
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Government  /Ci  ty  Hal  1.
G o v c r r r m e n t  f  C o r r e c t i o n a l  F a c i l i  t v

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
E d u c a t  i o n / L i  b r a r v
V a c a n t / N o t  i n  I I s e

7. Descrlptlon
Architectural Classif ication
(enter categories from Instructions)

Other :  Fa lse -Fron t

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation C o n r - r e f  e

Br ickwalls

roof M e t a l

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

T h e  B e l l e  P r a l r i e  T o w n s h i p  H a l 1  a n d  S t r a n g  T o w n  H a l L / J a i l  a r e
o n e - s t o r y ,  f a l s e - f r o n t , ,  b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e s  b u i l t  i n  1 9 1 1  a n d  L 9 @ 7 ,
r e  s p e c t i v e  l y .  T h e  s e  b u  i  1  d  l n g s  a r e  l o c a t e d  s  i d e  b y  s  i d e  n e a r  t h e
s o u t , h  e n d  o f  M a i n  S t r e e t  l n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o f  S t r a n g ,  a  c o m m u n i t y  o n
H i g h w a y  8 1  l n  s o u t h e r n  f i l l n o r e  C o u n t y ,  N e b r a s k a . T h e  t w o
gove rnnen ta l  bu i  l d i ngs  a re  be ing  nom ina ted  t oge the r  as  one
h i s to r i ca l l y  r e l a ted  un i t .  S t rue tu ra l  and  h i s t o r i ca l  i n t eg r i t y  i s
good ;  some  n rod i f i ca t i ons  have  occu r red  i n  t he  i n te r i o r  spaces .

B o t h  o n e - r o o m  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  o f  m a s o n r y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a n d  s e t  o n
a  conc re te  f ounda t i on . T h e  g a b l e  r o o f s  t h a t  w e r e  o r l g i n a l  1 y
c o v e r e d  w l t h  s l a t e  s h i n g l e s  v t e r e  r e p l a c e d  w i t h  t i n .  T h e s e  s i m p l e
r e c t a n g u l a r  b u l l d i n g s  $ t e r e  d e s i g n e d  a n d  c o n s t r u c t e d  b y  e l e c t e d
o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  t o w n s h i p  a n d  t o w n ,  l o c a l  c a r p e n t e r s ,  t , o w n s p e o p l e ,
a n d  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  t , o w n s h i p .  T h e  2 2  b y  4 @  f  o o t  B e l l e  P r a i r i e
T o w n s h l p  H a 1 1  w a s  b u 1 l t  i n  1 9 1 1 ,  a n d  t h e  1 6  b y  2 4  f o o t  T o w n
H a I 1 / J a t l  $ r a s  c o n s t r u e t e d  i n  L 9 O 7 .

T h e  n a i n  f a c a d e  o f  t h e  T o w n s h i p  H a l 1  h a s  a  r o u n d -  s h a p e d
p a r a p e t  f r o n t ,  a n d  o n e - o v e r - o n e  d o u b l e  h u n g  w l n d o w s  t o  e a e h  s i d e  o f
t h e  m a i n  e n t r y ,  w h i c h  h a s  a  s o l l d  v r o o d e n  d o o r ,  a n d  t r a n s o m  w i n d o ! , r .
T h r e e  w i n d o w s  a r e  o n  e a c h  o f  t h e  s l d e  f a c a d e s  a n d  t w o  w l n d o w s  o n
t h e  r e a r  f a c a d e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  A l l  w i n d o w s  h a v e  c o n c r e t e  l i n t e l s
a n d  s 1 1 l s .  P e r m a n e n t  p o l l i n g  b o o t h s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1 9 1 1  b y
R o y  E v a n s  a l o n g  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  w e s t  w a 1 1  o f  B e l l e  P r a i r i e
T o w n s h i p  H a I I .  A  l a r g e  w a i n s c o t t e d  c u p b o a r d  a n d  o l d  s a f e  a r e  a l s o
i n  t h e  m a i n  r o o m .  T h e  m o s t  d e c o r a t i v e  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  T o w n s h l p  H a l 1
i s  t h e  p r e s s e d  m e t a l  c e i l i n g  w i t h  i t s  i n t r l c a t e  b o r d e r  d e s i g n .

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  f e w e r  d u t i e s  o f  t o d a y ' s  t o w n s h i p  b o a r d  a n d  t h e
l a c k ; o f  n o d e r n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  t h e  u s a g e  o f  B e l I e  P r a l r i e  T o w n s h i p  H a 1 1
h a s  d e c l i n e d  t h e s e  l a s t ,  y e a r s .  f t  i s  n o w  u s e d  f o r  s t o r a g e  a n d  f o r
d i s p l a y i n g  i t e m s  f r o m  t h e  S t r a n g  M u s e u m

T h e  m a i n  f a e a d e  o f  t h e  T o w n  H a l  I  / J a i  I  h a s  a  s t e p p e d  g a b l e
f r o n t ,  a n d  s h o w s  a n  o f f  c e n t e r  e n t r y  a n d  o n e  w i n d o w .  T h e r e  i s  o n e
w i n d o w  o n  e a c h  o f  t h e  n o r t , h  a n d  s o u t h  f  a c a d e s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  T w o

E S"" continuatlon sheet
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sma l l  ba r red  w indows  (where  the  j a i l  sec t i on  was  l oca ted )  a re  found
on  the  rea r  f acade  o f  t he  bu i l d ing .  A I I  doo r  and  w indow open ings
are round arched and have br ick  round arched window hoods.  A
cen te red  f l oo r - th rough- roo f  b r i ck  ch imney  i s  l oca ted  e igh t  f , ee t
f rom the  rea r  o f  t he  bu i l d ing .  The  s t ruc tu re  se rved  two  pu rposes :
a  16  by  8  foo t  sec t i on  o f  t he  wes t  end  o f  t he  bu i l d ing  con ta ined
two  ja i l  ce l l s  where  l awbreake rs  were  i nca rce ra ted :  and  the
rema in ing  1  6  by  1  6  foo t  o f f i ce  space  was  u t i l i zed  by  the  town
board ,  t own  cons tab le  and  j us t i ce  o f  t he  peace .  Governmen t  ma t te rs
o f  t he  town  were  d i scussed  and  the  dec i s ions  were  made  he re .  The
jus t i ce  o f  t he  peace  pe r fo rmed  mar r i ages ,  p ronounced  sen tences  and
assessed  f i nes  i n  t he  o f f i ce  space .

A f te r  1926  the  j a i l  f ac i l i t i es  were  no  l onger  used ,  and  abou t
I970 the Town Board meet ings were moved to  the 4-H Communi ty  Hal l .
In  1977 the St rang CIP (Communi ty  fmprovement  Program) organ izaL ion
conve r ted  t he  bu i l d i ng  i n to  a  l i b ra r y ,  i t s  p resen t  use .  She l ves
were  cons t ruc ted ,  t he  ce l l  a rea  was  tu rned  i n to  a  read ing  a rea ,  and
the  o f f i ce  co rne r  i s  occup ied  by  t he  l i b ra r i an .



8. Statement of Slqnlflcance
to other properties:

p bcally

Appl icableNat ional  RegisterCr i ter ia  En [ ]e  f ]C f ]O

CriteriaConsiderations(Exceptions) f ]n Ia nC Io f]e Er f ]O

Certitying otficial has considered the significance of this property in relation

l-l nationally f-l statewide

Areas of Significanco (enter categories from instructions)
Po l l t l cs  /Government

Period of Significance
1 9 0 7

Significant Dates
I  907
l q l I1 9 1 1

Cultural Atfiliation
N/A

.ffiif."rt Person ArchitecVBuilder
Unknor^m

Stato signiticanco of proporty, and lustify crileria, critoria considerations, and aroas and petiods ot significanco nolsd abow'

T h e  B e  I  l e  P r a i r i e  T o w n s h i p  H a l  I  a n d  S t r a n g  T o w n  H a l  I  / J a i  I  a r e
e l i g i b l e  u n d e r  N a t , i o n a I  R e g i s t , e r  C r i t e r i o n  ' A n  a s  i m p o r t a n t
e x a m p l e s  o f  l o c a l  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t a l  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  S t r a n g .
T h e  T o w n s h i p  H a I I  i s  a  w e l l - p r e s e r v e d  e x a m p l e  o f  a  s o m e w h a t
u n c o m m o n  b u i l d i n g  t y p e  i n  N e b r a s k a - - t h e  t o w n s h i p  m e e t i n g  h a l l .
T h e s e  h a l l s  $ t e r e  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t y p e  o f  c o u n t y
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  n a m e l y  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t o w n s h i p s  a s  g o v e r n m e n t a l
u n i t s .  T h e  T o w n  H a I 1 / J a 1 1  i s  a  g o o d  e x a m p l e  o f  a  t o w n  h a l l ,  a
b u i  l d i n g  t y p e  w h i c h  b e c a m e  e v i d e n t  i n  m a n y  t o w n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e
s t , a t e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  T h e s e  t w o  b u i  l d l n g s  s e r v e d
a s  t h e  o n l y  p u b l  i c  n e e t i n g  p l a e e s  f  o r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  S t , r a n g  a n d  t h e
s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m n u n i t y  t o  a t t e n d  t o ,  a n d  a d r n i n i s t e r ,  l o c a 1  c i v i c  a n d
gove  rnmen ta l  ac t i v i  t i e  s  . Due  t o  t he i r  c l ose  p rox im i t y  and
c o m p a r a b l e  h l s t o r i e s ,  t h e  t w o  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  b e i n g  n o m i n a t e d
t o g e t h e r  a s  o n e  f u n c t l o n a l l y  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  u n i t .  T h e
p e r i o d  o f  s i g n i f l c a n c e  i s  d e r i v e d  f r o n  t h e  y e a r s  ( L 9 @ 7  ,  1 9 1 1  )  t h e
b u i l d i n g s  b e g a n  o p e r a t i o n  a s  a  T o w n  H a l 1  a n d  T o w n s h i p  H a l 1 .

T h e  B e l l e  P r a i r i e  T o w n s h i p  H a I I  a n d  S t r a n g  T o w n  H a l  L /  J a i l  a r e
g o o d  e x a m p l e s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  g o v e r n n e n t a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h e i r
t y p e  b u i l t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 @ @ ' s  i n  t h e  s t a t . e  o f  N e b r a s k a .  T h e
h i s t o r i c a l  p u r p o s e  o f  B e l l e  P r a i r i e  T o w n s h i p  H a 1 1  a n d  t h e  S t r a n g
T o w n  H a l I / J  a i I  v r a s  t o  f  u l f  i l l  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t , h e  t o w n s h i p  a n d  t o w n ' s
g o v e  r n  i n g  b o d y  . T h e  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e
c o m m u n i t y  m e t  i n  t h e s e  h a l l s  t o  d i s c u s s  a n d  d e t e r m i n e  w h a t
g o v e r n m e n t a l  p o l i c i e s  v r e r e  n e e d e d ,  h o w  t h e  f  i n a n c e s  w o u l d  b e
o b t a i n e d ,  w h a t  r e g u l a t l o n s  w e r e  n e c e s s a r y  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e
e n f o r c e m e n L  o f  t h e s e  r u 1 e s .  B e 1 l e  P r a i r i e  T o w n s h i p  H a 1 1  n a s  t h e
b a l l o t i n g  s i t e  t o r  t h e  1 o c a l ,  c o u n t y ,  s t a t e  a n d  n a t i o n a l  p r i n a r y
a n d  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n s .

D e s i g n e d  a n d  b u i l t  b y  l o c a l  p e o p l e  w i t h o u t  a n y  a s s i s t a n c e  o f
a n  a r c h i t e c t  o r  a  d e t a i l e d  b l u e p r i n t ,  t h e s e  t w o  b u i l d i n g s  a r e  t h e

E See continuation sheet
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on l y  o r i g i na l  s t r uc tu res  (o the r  t han  a  res i dence )  r ema in i ng  on
S t rang ' s  Ma in  S t ree t .  Be l I e  P ra i r i e  Townsh ip  Ha I l  and  t he  S t rang
Town Ha l l / Ja i l  we re  cons t ruc ted  o f  b r i ck  and  a re  l oca ted  s ide  by
s ide  on  b lock  2L  o f  S t rang ,  Nebraska ,  t he  cen te r  o f  pas t  h i s to ry  i n
the  a rea .  No t  on l y  a re  Be I Ie  P ra i r i e  Townsh ip  Ha I l  and  the  S t rang
Town Ha l l / Ja i I  f ound  i n  th i s  b lock ,  bu t  a l so  the  o r i g ina l  Hami l t on
Townsh ip  Ha l l  wh ich  houses  the  S t rang  Museum,  a  wooden  w indmi l l
s im i l a r  t o  t he  one  f i r s t  bu i l t  i n  t he  cen te r  o f  Ma in  S t ree t ,  a
memor ia l  s tone  ded ica ted  to  a l I  se rv i cemen  f rom the  a rea  tha t  gave
the i r  l i f e  f o r  t he i r  coun t r y ,  and  the  fo rmer  Go lden rod  schoo lhouse
tha t  i s  pa r t  o f  t he  4 -H  Commun i t y  Ha I I .  Be l l e  P ra i r i e  Townsh ip
Ha l I  was  the  second  la rges t  bu i l d ing  i n  S t rang  so  i t  was  a l so  used
for  communi ty  gather ings ,  o tgan i  za t iona l  meet ings and var ious
soc ia l  f unc t i ons  connec ted  w i t h  t he  commun i t y .  Occas iona l l y  a
bus iness  i n  S t rang  wou ld  ho ld  pub l i c  mee t ings  he re  to  p romote  the i r
bus iness .

Today ,  Be l l e  P ra i r i e  Townsh ip  Ha l1  and  the  S t rang  Town
HaI I / Ja i I  s tand  as  l oca l  l andmarks  i n  t he  S t rang  v i c in i t y .  They
a re  o f  spec ia l  s i gn i f i cance  t o  t he  p resen t  r es i den t s  o f  t he  a rea ,
as  t he  f o re fa the rs  o f  many  o f  t oday ' s  c i t i zens  me t  i n  t hese
bu i l d ings  to  make  the  dec i s ions  necessa ry  fo r  gove rn ing  the
communi ty .



9. Malor Blbllographlcal References

Chat f ie ld ,  Penelope,  Fontanel le  Townshlp Hal1,  Nat lonal  Register  of  l l is tor lc  Places
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Ref lect lons,  1886-1986'  cornpl led by Janet  Lent fer ,  pr ln ted by Record Pr ln t ing Company
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Strang Scrapbook, 1977, compiled by Strang cornmunity Improvement Association, Strang,
Nebraska.

Strang Scrapbook, 1986, cornplled by Strang Community Inprovenent Assoclation, Strang'
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Previous documentation on file (NPS):
n preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested
l--l previously listed in the National Register
l-l previously determined eligible by the National Register
l-l designated a National Historic Landmark
n recorded by Historic American Buildings

Survey #
[_l recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

E See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:

fl State historic preservation office
[] otner state agency
f]reoeral agency
E tocal government
[-l University
I otner
Specity repository:

Less  t han  one  ac re .Acreage of property

UTM References
A l l r 4 l  l 6 l 1 r918 '9 r01

Zone Easting
C l  r  I

14 ,4 l l  , 414  16 ,o l
Northing

L'  |  '  |  '  '  I

l ' l l l ' 1 , ,1
Tone Easting

l , l l l ' l " l

D S"e continuation sheet

l , l , l " l
Northing

l ' l ' l " l

B

D

Verbal Boundary Description

The proper ty  i s  descr ibed as  the  nor th  25

Pra i r ie  Townsh ip  I Ia1 l )  '  and  Lo t  6 ,  B lock
S t r a n g ,  F i l l - m o r e  C o u n t y ,  N e b r a s k a .

f e e t  o f  L o t  1 0 ,  F i r s t  A d d i t i o n  ( B e l l e

2 I ,  0 r ig ina l  Town (St rang Town Ha l l / Ja i1 )  '

I See continuation sheel

Boundary Justif ication

The boundary  inc ludes  tha t  parce l  o f  land  rvh ich  has  h is to r ica l l y  been assoc ia ted

w i t h  t h e  p r o P e r t Y .

fl See continuation sheet

11. Form Pre
name/title anet  K .  Lent fe r - -Communi ty  H is to r ian

organization Strang Community Improvement Associat ion date March  22 ,  L99 I

street & number R . R -  2 -  B o x  I tefePhone (t+Oz) 627 -2085

city or town Srrang state Nebraska zip code 68t+44
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The Nebraska slgnal, county newpaper prlnted at Geneva, Nebraska' varlous artlcles
-- -  

" " t r "g. " . " te ,  
act lv l t ies,  neet ings,  l lbrary note6 '  e tc .  '  1907 to Present  day.

Town Board record books,  1907-1970'  s t rang '  Nebraska '

Townshlp record books,  fg l f -1950'  St rang,  Nebraska '



  
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 

General view looking SW at townhall/jail in front & township hall in rear 
Photo by Janet Lentfer, Feb 1991, NSHS (9102/1:11) 

Looking NE at S & W facades of township hall 
Photo by Janet Lentfer, Feb 1991, NSHS (9102/1:4) 

Looking SE at N & W facades of townhall/jail 
Photo by Janet Lentfer, Feb 1991, NSHS (9102/1:9) 

Aspect SE, township hall 
Photo by John Kay, NSHS (8306/51:20a) 

Aspect NE. jail 
Photo by John Kay, NSHS (8306/51:19a) 
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