


6. Functlon or Uee
Historic Function (enter categorles from Instructions)

TRAN S PO RTATIO N,/road -related
Current Function (enler categories from lnstructions)

TRAN SPO RTATION/road -related

7. Descrlptlon
Archltectural Classification (enter categories from instrucllons)

OTHER /pin-connected Pratt truss leg bedstead
Materials (enter categories from Instruclions)
foundation N/A
walls N/A
roof N/A
othsr N/A

Describe presenl and historic physical appearancs.

Located 2 miles west and 1 mile south of Ragan, the Turkey Creek Bridge spans Turkey Creek in a
rural Harlan County setting that has changed little since the structure's perioil of significance. Other
than maintenance-related repairs, noted below, the bridge remains essentially unalteied as it continues
t.o carry vehicular traffic. The Turkey Creek Bridge today retains a high degree of integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmaruhip, feeling and association. A description of the siructure follows:

span number: l.
span lengflh: 46.0'
total lengrth: 47.O'
roadway wdt.: 16,2'

construclion date: 1899
construclion cost: unknown
current condition: good
alterations: concrete abutments; steel gates bolted to east end of bridge

superstructuro: steel, 3-panel, pin-connected Pratt truss leg bedstead
substructure: truss legs embedded in concrete abutments with flared, sloped wingwalls
floor/decking: wood deck over timber stringers
other features: upper chord: back-to-back channels with cover plate and lacing; lower chord: 2 angles

with battens (end panels), 2 square-section eyerods (center panel); vertical: 4 angles with
lacing; diagonal: 2 square-section eyerods; counter: 1 circular-section eyerod with turn-
buckle; floor beam: l-beam connected to superstructure by hanger plate; bottom lateral:
cross-braced circular-section eyerods.

Se€ continuation sheet



8. Statement of Slgnlflcance
Certtfying official has considered the significance of lhis property in relation to other properties:

Applicable National Register Criteria
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions)
Areas of Significance
Period of Significance

Significant Dates
Cuhural Affiliation
Significant Person
ArchitecVBuilder (Designer)

(Fabricaro0
(Builder)

statewide
c
N/A
Engineering
1899 (The period of significance is derived from the original construc-
tion date.)
1899
N/A
N/A
Canton Bridge Company, Canton OH
Jones and Laughlin Steel Company, Pittsburgh PA
Canton Bridge Company, Canton OH

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations and areas of significance noted above.

No exact references have been found to determine who built the bridge or when. The tnrss leg bed-
stead, however, was reportedly first used in Nebraska sometime around 1896, remaining popular
until the early 1900s. According to county records, only one steel bridge was built over Turkey Creek
in Scandinavia Township in the late 1890s. [n September 1899 the County Commissioners ordered that
an iron or steel bridge be constructed over the creek just west of "G. Abraham's." The contract was
awarded to the Canton Bridge Company of Canton OH on September 5, 1899. Comprised of steel
components rolled in Pittsburgh by the Jones and Laughlin mills, this bedstead is very likely that
structure. Its legs have been partially encased in concrete, but the structure remains otherwise intact.

Though never as popular as the pony truss, the truss leg bedstead was a standard bridge type
marketed in the late 19th and early 20th century by such midwestern firms as the Canton Bridge
Company. The structure acts as a rigid frame, with its end posts extended below the truss itself to
form the supports. This was both the strength and the weakness of the bedstead. The combined
super-and substructure reduced erection costs somewhat, but they were prey to flood and collision
damage and suffered from inherent structural weakness relating to compression stress in the lower
chords. As a result all but a handful of the bedsteads built in Nebraska have since been demolished.
The Turkey Creek Bridge is technologically significant as one of the few intact bedsteads remaining
in the state.

For further contextual information regarding bridge building in Nebraska, registration requirements,
and property types, see related multiple property listing "Highway Bridges in Nebraska, 1870 - 1942."

See continuation sheet



9. Malor Blbllographlcal References

Nebraska Department of Roads, Structure Inventory and Appraisal: Structure Number C004211015;
Proceedings of the Harlan County Commissioners, located in Harlan County Courthouse, Alma,
Nebraska, Book 3: 8 August 1899 (page 515), 5 September 1899 (pages 517, 519); Ted Johnson,
"Discussion of Steel Foundations for Steel Bridges Constructed in the Missouri Valley," Nebraska Blue
ttint 26 (February 1927): 71; field inspection by Demian Hess, 21 January 1990.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing
(36 CFR 67) has b€on roquestsd

_ previously lisled in the Nallonal Register
_ previously determined eligible by the National Regisler

_ designated a National Historic Landmark
_ recorded by Hisloric American Buildings Survey #
_ recorded by Hisloric American Engineering Record #

_See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data:
__L State historic preservation office

Other State agency
Federal agsncy
Local government
University
Other (specify repository:)

10. Geographlcal Data

Acreage of Property
Cadastral Referenco
USGS Quadrangle
UTM References

less than one acre
s22/27, T4N, R18W
Ragan (7.5 Minute Series, 7970)
zone 14 easting 471740 northing 4460070

_See continuation sheel

Verbal Boundary Dsscription

The nominated properry is
centered on the UTM point
superstnrcture, substructure

a rectangular shaped parcel measuring 47 feet
listed above. Included within this rectangular

and floor system.

by 18.2 feet, which is
parcel are the bridge's

_See continudion sh€€t

Boundary Justification

The nominated structure includes the bridge's superstructure, substructure, floor system, any approach
spElrrs and the properry on which they rest. These boundaries encompass, but do not exceed, all of the
properry that has been historically associated with this bridge.

_Se€ continuation shed

11. Form Prepared By

name/litle
organization
strset & numbel
city or town

Demian Hess, Research Historian
Fraserdesign and Hess, Roise and Company date
1,269 Cleveland Avenue telephone
Loveland state

30 June 1991
303-669-7969
Colorado zip code 80537



View looking north. Photo by Demian Hess, 1990, original negative at NeSHPO. 




