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Few exterior alterations appear to have been made to this
building since its construction in 1856. It is a modestly
pretentious, two story brick structure, rectangular in plan
and crowned by a hipped roof. The placement of four brick
pilasters across the first floor facade (east elevation) suggests
Greek Revival influence, while the elabarate window caps and the
elongation of the wall openings show early Italianate influence.
Several interior alterations have been made over the years, _

- although what is evidently the original bank vault remains intact
on the first floor,

The Fontanelle Bank was purchased in 1961 by a local
presefvationist, Mrs. Harold D. LeMar, President of the Greater

Nebraska Historical Foundation.

She has made several needed

repairs.

For the past several years, she has rented the building

for use as an antique shop.
vacant, remains uncertain.

building.

Marker has recently been installed on the

The future use of the building, now
An official Nebraska Historical .
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This structure was built in 1856 as the Fontanelle Bank, a
"wildcat" bank which failed in the Panic of 1857. The building
later served as the Sarpy County Court House from 1851 to 1875,
when the county seat was moved to Papillion. It served thereafter
as Bellevue's Town Hall until 1959. Few Greek Revival structures
remain in Nebraska, founded as a territory in 1854, when this .
style was Tosing its popularity in America. .The Fontanelle Bank is
a rare Nebraska example of transitional Greek Revival- Italianate
styling. It is possibly the oldest commercial building, as well as
the oldest public building, in Nebraska. Founded as a fur trading
post in the early 1800's, Bellevue was Nebraska's only non-military
settlement in existence prior to 1854.
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