
e-

o r m  N o .  1 0 - 3 0 0  R E V .  1 9 : 7 7 1

t r  N ITL ,D STATES DEP. \RT\ lL ,NT OF THt .  l \TERIOR
N A T I O N A L  P A R K  S E R V I C E

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PTACES
IN\IENTORY -. NOMINATI ON FORM

R NPS USE ONLY

RECEIVEO

DATE ENTERED

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL
T Y P E  A L L  E N T R I E S  - -  C O M  P L E T E  A P P L I C A B L E

REGISTER FORMS
S E C T I O N S

ffiivaME
H I S T O R I C

A N D / O R  C O J V 1 M O N

The Congregational Church of Blair (l,]l,l02-2)

ffilrocArloN
S T R E E T  &  N U M B E R

16rh & col fax . _ N O T  F O R  P U E L I C A T I O N

CITY. TOWN C O N G R E S S I O N A L  O I  S T R I C T

SecondBla i r -  V i C I N I T Y  O F

STATE coo 5 COU NTY

){ebraska 03f t r^Iashington
C O D E

097

ffilcrasslFlcATIoN
C A T E G O R Y

- D I S T R I C T

X au tor rqcrs t
-STRU CTU R E

-S ITE

-OBJECT

O W N E R S H I P
- P U B L I C

Lp*vorr
-BOTH

P U B L I C  A C O U I S I T I O N

- I N  P R O C E S S

- B E I N G  C O N S I D E R E D

STATU S
X occuprEo
_ U  N O C C U  P I E D

- W O R K  I N  P B O G R E S S

A C C E S S I B  L E

- Y E S :  R E S T R I C T E O

X  v e s ,  U N R E S T R T C I - D

_ N O

P R E S E N T  U S E
_AGRICULTURE _ f ' , 4USEUM

_COMMERCIAL  _PARK

- E D U C A T I O N A L  _ P R I V / T T E  R E S I D E N c E

- E N T E R T A T N M E N . T  X - n E u c r o u s

- G O V E R N M E N T  - S C I E N T I F I C

- INDUSTRIAL  -TRANSPORTATIOT*J

_MIL ITARY _OTHER

ffiowNER oF PRoPERTY
N A M E

STREET &  NUIV lBER

16th  & Co l fax

Board o f Trqqtegs_--_C-otrgrggg!_Lqlgl Church of  Blair

C ITY.  TOWN

Bla i r _  v t c t N t T Y  o F

STATE

Nebraska

ffi rocATIoN oF' t"E GAL DESCRIrTIoN
C O U R T H O U S E .
R E G I S T R Y  O F  D E E D S ,  E T C County  C lerk ,  h 'asr ' rLng ion  County  Cour thouse
S T R E E T  &  I T U M B E R

16th  & Co l fax
C I T Y .  T O W N STATE

Bla i r  Nebraska

ffi NUPRESENTATIoN IN EXISTING SURVEYS
l r L E  A  S u r v e y  o f  H i s t o r i c ,  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  a n d  A r c h e o l o g i c a l  S i L e s  o f  t h e

E l e v e n  C o u n t y  E a s t e r n  N e b r a s k a  U r b a n  R e g i o n
DATE

Jul_y,_f 971 -FEDERAL Lsrate  -couNTy -LocAL
D E P O S I T O R Y  F O R

S U R V E Y  R E C O R D S  1  I- 
Nebraska State Hi s-Eorical__Societv

CITY.  TOWN

T , i  n e o l  n

STATE

N e b r a s k e



ffiE nrscRrPrIoN
C O N D I T I O N

_EXCELLENT

X cooo
_FAIR

I
i l

_DETERIORATEO

-RUINS

_UNEXPOSED

C H E C K  O N E

_UNALTEREO
xorrEnro

CHECK ONE

XontcrrunL srrE
-MOVED OATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ( IF  KNO\ ryN}  PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Congregatj .onal Church of Blair is a small  Carpenter Gothic style
church bui l t  in 1874 to the designs of Charles F. Driscol l ,  an Omaha
arc;r. i tect, by George Sutherland, a local bui lder. Several of the elements
of the Carpenter Gothic style are present in the bui lding, i .e. board and
batten siding and simple lancet windows Lrhich are free of tracery except
j"n the f ront door fanl ight. The detai ls aE the cornice l ine are quite
e laborate.  A ser ies of  pointed arches spr ing f rom the top of  the bat tens
and encircle the bui lding. The coraice of the east and vestibule gables
are decorated with rvooden fretruork ln a geometric pattern (see photo l l4) .
A small  belfry is atop the front (east) gable.

The character of the church has been maintained in the later additions
to the structure by the board and bacten siding and lancet windows in each
addit ion. The lecture room extension to the south was bui l t  in 1884 and
used prirnari ly for Sunday School space. In 1908, a choir loft  was added
behind the pulpit . At the same time, the basernent was excavated and a
concrete block foundation instal led which raised the bui lding 27 inehes.
The exterior entrance to the basement was also instal led. Rooms behind
the choir loft  T./ere added in 1957 as Sunday School rooms (two on f irst
f loor and two in the basement) "

The exposed scissors-truss roof of t tre nave was reinforced in L969
r.r i th t ie rods aE the Ewo center spans, The sanctuary retains iEs sim-
plicity even though iE has been remodelled several times and few, if
atry, original furnishings remain.

A histor ical  marker honor ing the church was placed on the east lavrn
by  the  congregat ion  and the  Nebraska Sta te  H is to r ica l  Soc ie ty .
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The Congregational Church of Blair is architectural ly signif icant
to Nebraska as one of the few Carpenter Gothic style churches known in
the State. I t  is the only non-Episcopalian church in the style cur-
rently knor,rn, which is not surprising, because of architect Richard
Upjohnfs encouragement of CarpenLer Gothic chapels for smal1 Episcopal
congregations through his book, Rural Architecture (1852). However,
in l ight of the histori .cal rel igious dif ferences between the Congre-
gational ists and the Episcopalian/Anglicans, i t  is somerrrhat unusual,
but not unknor^m, f or the church to use the styI.e. The bui lding exhibits
several characterist ics (the board and batten siding, lanceE rvindows
and fretwork decoration) of the Carpenter Gothic style rshich is the
wooden version of the Early Gothic Revival style.

Eight charter members organized the church on February 10, L870,
eleven months after the tor.rn was platted and lots so1d. In L874, the
congregat ion reguested that  t rso archi tects ,  A.  Roberts  and C.  F.  Dr iscol l ,
submit plans for a bui lding and each r,.7ere paid 25 dol lars. Driscol l t  s
plans r. /ere accepted and George Sutherland erected the bui lding. I t  was
dedicated November 22, L874. Lit t le is known about the architect, Charles
F. Dri.scol l .  A native of New Jersey, he practiced in Ornaha f rom L872-97
and designed many bui ldings in surrounding towns, including the ldeal
Steam Laundry,  Fremont ,  (Nat ional  Register  of  Hls tor ic  Places) .
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