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CESCRIGE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This small, unpretentious frame structure was built about
1878 as a simple 1% story house, rectangular in plan and
crowned with a gable roof. Shortly thereafter, a 1% story
frame wing was added to the rear {west elevation) of the house.
This wing projected northward from the original block of the
house, which assumed its present L-shaped plan. Under the
gable on the east (facade) side of the house is a long one
story porcih. Ornamented in an “Eastlake" manner, popular in
late 1870's, this porch is thought to be original to the house.

Several interior, but few exterior, alterations appear to
have been made since 1884, when Willa Cather (at age 11? moved
into the house with her family. In 1890 (at age 17) she

left the house to enter the University of Nebraska at Lincoln.
In 1966-67 the house was restored and, refurnished to represent
the 1884-1890 period by the Willa Cather Pioneer Memorial and
Educational Foundation, who have opened it to tours. This
restoration was guided in part by detailed descriptions of

the interior contained in Willa Cather's writings. Many early
Cather family furnishings have been returned to the house.

Willa Cather's bedroom was located in the attic space above
the rear wing. Shortly after the Cather family moved out of the
house-in 1904, the entire attic was.sealed off and not reopened
until the restoration. Still decorated with wallpaper she put up
in the 188Q's, her bedroom has been refurnished and is open to
public inspection. Many of the scenes in Willa Cather's last
story, "The Best Years," center around this bedroom and the
Cather House attic.
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