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HISTORICAL NOTE

Located in northeastern Nebraska, Burt County figures prominently in the early
history of the state, with its rich agricultural soil "bottoms" along the Missouri River and
other tributaries which were claimed by white settlers in the early 1850's. Until then, the
Omaha, Winnebago and Ponca Indians hunted in the prairies and river valleys,
occasionally raided by Sioux Indians from the north. Lewis and Clark traveled through
the area along the west side of the Missouri River in 1804. Trappers, mainly French,
had taken most of the furred animals by the time F. E. Lange's party settled in Golden
Spring (now Golden), Burt County, in 1853.

A treaty with the Omaha Indians in 1854 allowed both for white settlement and
an indian reservation of 300,000 acres. The first election and official organization of
Burt County occurred in December of 1854. All who had taken an oath that they
intended to make Nebraska their future home were allowed to vote. At this election
Burt and Blackbird County (later Thurston) were joined. Later, in, Thurston County was
separated from Burt and the indian reservation remains a part of that county. Logan
Fontanelle, regarded by some as the last "chief" of the Omaha, and by others as an
interpreter in the original treaty negotiations, was instrumental in opening up the area to
white settlement. His father was a French trader and his mother an Omaha Indian. A
creek in the county is named after him, Logan Creek.

In the next year, Benjamin R. Folsom and party from Utica, New York, came into
the wooded valleys with sandstone quarries, and, seeing the building and agricultural
possibilities, laid claim to lands around what was Tekama (later Tekamah). Until then
an indian camping ground, Tekamah became the county seat at the organization of the
county. The original town was surveyed in 1854 and platted in 1855 (incorporated Mar.
14, 1855). The U.S. Government survey was not completed into Burt County until
1857. Benjamin Folsom purchased the townsite from the Government in 1859.

The first official meetings in the county were held at the Harrington Hotel, 1858-
1861. In the latter year, the county leased a house from J. R. Hide for county offices.
Offices were located in Thomas Hall, owned by Tekamah Building Co., Block 147 until
the courthouse, located on lots 3 & 4, Block 90 in Tekamah was deeded


























































































































































































SUBGROUP NINE  SCHOOL DISTRICT RECORDS (cont)

SERIES TWO SCHOOL DISTRICT #50, 1884-1920

END OF INVENTORY
JEP/TT/pmc 5/3/1972
PMC/WP51 5/14/1992

Box 1
f.1-2
f.3-4
.5
f.6
f.7
f.8
f.9
f.10

Director's Record Books, 1901-1915
School Record books, 1887-1911
Classification Record, 1895-1911
Annual Reports of Director, 1894-1914
School census, 1884-1919

Teacher's Reports, 1890-1897
Teacher's Contracts, 1886-1920
Miscellaneous material
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