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On occasion the Library/Archives Division of the Nebraska State Historical Society receives research requests that go beyond the 
scope and time limit of what staff can provide. In response to such requests, the Division provides the following list of researchers-
for-hire. These individuals, listed alphabetically, are not on staff at the Historical Society and their inclusion on the list does not 
constitute an endorsement of any kind. You may contact any of these individuals at the addresses listed. Please enclose a self-
addressed stamped envelope. Any agreement reached with one of these researchers is a personal contract between two private 
parties and does not involve the Nebraska State Historical Society. The following summaries are unedited transcriptions of what the 
individuals submitted to us.
 

Gail Shaffer Blankenau  
7424 Stevens Ridge Road  

Lincoln, NE 68516  

(402) 413-5539  

e-mail: gblankenau@discoverfamilyhistory.com 

http://www.discoverfamilyhistory.com 

http://www.facebook.com/discoveringfamilyhistory 

 
Professional Genealogist, author and lecturer with twenty years of 
experience. On-site research in archives, including newspapers, 
church records, and other records, including those at Union College 
Library–a large number of these volumes were formerly held at NSHS. 
In addition, I have access to the following: ancestry.com; 
newenglandancestors.org; HeritageQuest; footnote.com; ProQuest.  
 
Publications: New England Genealogical and Historical Register, The 
Genealogist, Family Chronicle, Everton’s Genealogical Helper, and 
Ohio Genealogical Society Quarterly.  
 
Member: Association of Professional Genealogists; Genealogical 
Speakers Guild; NSDAR; Alden Kindred, First Families of Nebraska.  
 

For more information, check my listings at:  

http://www.genealogicalspeakersguild.org/ 

http://www.apgen.org/directory/index.htm 
 

Kathy Buhrman  
Arlington, Nebraska  

(402) 654-2016  

e-mail: Kathy@gfgenealogy.com 

http://gfgenealogy.com 

http://www.facebook.com/GFGenealogy 

http://www.apgen.org/directory/index.htm 
 
Professional Genealogist, with twenty five years' experience  
Researches in the Midwest with an emphasis in eastern Nebraska and 
western Iowa and utilizes both on site and online resources. She is a 
member of several national and regional genealogical organizations 
and has earned her certificate from the Association of Professional 
Genealogists ProGen Study Program and currently is Program 
Chairperson with the APG Heartland Chapter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dr. Joachim Eyl  
e-mail: Joachim.Eyl@t-online.de 
 
If you have discovered that your ancestors came from Germany,  
I would be delighted to help you find out more about them. I'm a 
professional genealogist situated in Western Germany with 15 
years of genealogical research experience. As a German resident, 
I have access to all major archives (church, governments, state, 
and local) as well as the German emigrant databases. Building on 
relevant data about your ancestry that you already have, I can 
supply additional information about the places they came from 
and perhaps about their real estate holdings. I am able to 
transcribe and translate all documents written in German and, 
would be available to accompany you when visiting German 
archives. I will correspond in English and my fees, which are 
reasonable, can be easily transmitted via PayPal. References 
furnished upon request. 
 

Genealogists.com 
Jim Heddell  
31 Shetland Ln  
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523  
(888) 509 1130  

e-mail: research@genealogists.com 

http://www.genealogists.com 

 
Genealogists.com is the world's favorite and largest family history 
research firm with over 1,200 professional genealogists. We work 
on-site in every county of Nebraska and most major cities. We 
can access every archive and repository in Nebraska. 
 
We access the records wherever they are located, including the 
over 90% of records that FamilySearch estimates are not yet 
online. We also have hundreds of professional historians, private 
investigators, forensic scientists, DNA experts, university 
professors/scholars, and archivists working worldwide to provide 
whatever specific expertise may be required.  We provide high 
quality family history research services at competitive prices and 
specialize in: 
 
• Breaking down brick walls and solving family history challenges 
• Strengthening and extending family trees • Establishing proof 
required to join lineage societies • Tracing and identifying 
bloodlines, such as Native American • Obtaining copies of original 
documents from archives and libraries • Analyzing complicated 
and confusing DNA test results 
 
 
(cont. on next page) 
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Douglas R. Hartman  
Hartman Historical Services  
15612 Cottonwood Street  
Omaha, NE 68136  
(402)891-9634  
e-mail: dughistory@aol.com 
http://www.hartmanhistoricalservices.com/hhs-main-.html 
 
Masters Degree in American History. I have written one book and 
published over 35 articles in various journals. Past client list includes 
Mutual of Omaha, Western Heritage Museum, Fontenelle Forest and 
the Jewish Community Center. Areas of Research: Nebraska History, 
Omaha History and Military History. 

Roseanne Hogan, Ph.D. 
702-900-0760 (Voice)  
http://ancestryresearchservices.com 

Research Specialties: Areas of expertise include all US States and 
Europe including German speaking countries, Irish, Italian & Czech 
families. African-American families special interest. The world our 
ancestors experienced is particularly important to me. I strive to 
provide those perspectives in all research projects and the family 
memorial books I produce. Fluent or reading knowledge in all 
European languages and Latin. Adoption and heir work with legal 
firms. Oral histories, writing and technology projects. Building trees 
for DNA analysis. 

Josh Jenkins  
AncestorStalker  
e-mail: services@ancestorstalker.com 
http://www.ancestorstalker.com 
http://www.facebook.com/ancestorstalker.com 
 
I am a professional genealogist with a wide scope of experience and 
ability. My services include family tree research, documentation, 
onsite research, DNA heritage determination, custom DNA projects, 
Native American assistance and much more. 
 
I have performed genealogical research for clients in many Nebraska 
counties. I also research the entire United States with access to 
primary source material. I do specialize in other areas as well, 
including England, Mexico, Canada and some of France. I have 
associates located throughout the globe. If you want a dedicated, 
experienced genealogist, please visit ancestorstalker.com and detail 
your project. 
 

Legacy Tree Genealogists 
Website: https://www.legacytree.com 
Phone number: 800-818-1476 
Email: info@legacytree.com 
 
Description: We are the highest client-rated genealogy research 
company in the world, and the official research partner of 
MyHeritage.com. Each member of our core team has a family history 
or genetics-related university degree, professional accreditation, 
and/or ten-plus years of research experience. We have been working 
worldwide to find records for our clients for over a decade. Contact us 
for a free consultation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Edith Matteson 
Lincoln, NE 
(402)-310-8394 
email:  dnstrans@gmail.com 
 
TRANSLATOR OF DANISH, NORWEGIAN, & SWEDISH 
DOCUMENTS & ARTICLES INTO ENGLISH.  Certified in Danish to 
English translation by the American Translators Association and 
the Institute of Linguists Educational Trust in London, England.  
Twenty-five+ years of translation experience, including printed 
and handwritten documents relating to the history of Nebraska.  
Author/co-author of numerous articles about Scandinavian 
immigrants in Nebraska and the book:  Blossoms of the Prairie:  
The History of the Danish Lutheran Churches in Nebraska.  
Reasonable rates based on type and length of the project. 
 

RecordClick 
(866) 632-9291 - toll free 
e-mail: info@recordclick.com 
http://www.recordclick.com 
 
Eclectic, Dynamic, and Methodical – three great adjectives that 
describe the Team of Researchers at Record Click, a boutique 
genealogy firm that specializes in investigating lineage cases both 
domestic and international – including nine European locations, 
as well as Argentina and Canada. In fact, Record Click is the only 
international genealogy research company located on the East 
Coast, giving it the advantage and proximity to immigration 
documentation. 
Record Click is staffed with expert genealogy investigators, 
including former CIA officers, private investigators with FBI 
connections, nuclear physicists-cum-forensic DNA detectives, and 
of course Certified and Accredited Genealogists. 
 
Offering more than just traditional look-ups and pedigrees, 
Record Click pulls away from the pack on nondescript companies 
by offering alternative research processes for big and small 
projects, allowing its clients to skim the surface or do a deep dive 
into their ancestry. Partnered with Family Tree DNA (of Who Do 
You Think You Are? fame) and Reel Tributes (a documentary 
production company), Record Click serves up peripheral, 
complementary services that include an array of DNA testing kits, 
as well as a production company that will – with Hollywood 
quality – capture and pay tribute to a family's or friend's history. 
 

Jim Reisdorff 
PO Box 163 
David City, NE 68632 
(402)367-3554 
e-mail: railroads@windstream.net 
 
I’m a lifelong resident of Butler County, Neb., and history writer 
of the area. I can help researchers with Butler County history 
and/or genealogy by either doing research or by directing parties 
to available local resources. I otherwise specialize in attempting 
to answer questions regarding the railroad history of Nebraska. I 
have operated a niche-publishing business dealing in Nebraska 
and western railroad history for more than 25 years. 
 

 
 
 
 

(cont. on next page)

mailto:dughistory@aol.com
http://www.hartmanhistoricalservices.com/hhs-main-.html
http://ancestryresearchservices.com/
mailto:services@ancestorstalker.com
http://www.ancestorstalker.com/
http://www.facebook.com/ancestorstalker.com
https://www.legacytree.com/
mailto:info@legacytree.com
mailto:dnstrans@gmail.com
mailto:info@recordclick.com
http://www.recordclick.com/
mailto:railroads@windstream.net


Beth Sparrow 
PO Box 341 
Stromsburg, NE  68666 
402-764-2026  
bethj1973@yahoo.com 

Beth Sparrow has been researching her family for over 13 years. She 
began taking clients in August 2012. She researches for clients and 
gives presentations on genealogy topics. She also is an avid cemetery 
photographer. Beth has experience speaking to small groups, such as 
your library or genealogy society. Her special area is the Midwest 
(Nebraska, Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Indiana, Ohio, Missouri and 
Wisconsin). She is a member of the Polk County Historical Society, the 
Association for Professional Genealogists, the National Genealogical 
Society, and serves as conference coordinator and area representative 
for the Nebraska State Genealogy Society. For more info contact her 
by email, phone, Facebook, or Twitter, and she blogs. 

Taylor & Hammel LLC 
1240 N. Pitt St., Suite 200  
Alexandria, VA 22314 
(703)822-4658  
e-mail: johntaylor@taylorhammel.com 
http://www.taylorhammel.com 
 
John Taylor and Matt Hammel have over a decade of experience in 
historical, environmental and litigation research and have 
distinguished themselves within the professional historical field as 
knowledgeable, passionate, and diligent researchers. They specialize 
in federal, state and local records reviews and have considerable 
experience with government records, atlases, city directories, 
newspapers, photo collections, business records, and maps. 
 

Marc D. Thompson 
Genealogist 
708 Enfield Rd 
Delray Beach, FL 33444 
(561)676-6179 
http://www.marcdthompson.net/genealogy-services 
info@marcdthompson.net 
 
Mr. Thompson has been a Family Historian since 1980 and a 
Genealogist since 1990. He founded the WSY Genealogical Society, 
Cumberland County, PA in 1999, compiled a 10-volume Family History 
collection and developed a number of websites. He actively lectures 
on various genealogical topics, travels often and has many personal 
contacts throughout the world. He subscribes to many fee-based 
online genealogy websites to supplement his more traditional 
resource methods. Mr. Thompson is well-versed in research and 
information location in North America (including African-American 
and Native American) and Western Europe. Association of 
Professional Genealogists. 25 years experience. Specialties include 
American, European, African-American. 
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NEBRASKA STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 82554, 1500 “R” ST., LINCOLN, NE 68501 

www.nebraskahistory.org 
402-471-4751 

nshs.reference@nebraska.gov 
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