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rlOXEEf! JOUIlX.\US:II. 

Preecnted to th(' ru~torical Sol'iet.lt in SMqion JRnnllry 11, 18:18. 
Written by Mr. D. W. Carpenter. 

l1eali!!m ill pioneer jonrnalism call only be contemplated 
by those who 113 \'(' not been cn~ged in the publication of a 
newKp:1I){!I" in u new :lod sparsely settled country, anli then 

only in a vcry crude w:ty. There arc a ::;rcnt many difficulties 
to he encountered nud slll'mnnnt('(] ill tl. nc wapaJ}cr onto"pr ise 
that :1.I'C only known to those who have heel! t hl'oll:;h the t l'Y' 
ing ordeal, who IUH'c been :teting autl working pal'ticipants 
in the establi~hlllcllt ot a ncwapapcl' in n tount!',\' wllcl'c the 
inhnhitnnts wcre ufe\\' and Car uclwecn." to patronize you r 
efforts, 

The idea to start n ncwspnpcr on evcry crossl'oads 01' scc­
tion or land is lI'uly a lll'illianl thought by t hose who h:we no 
con('('ption of the SI'(':lt nmOunt ot labor to bc pel'fOl'mcu, t he 
miscc\!:lLlCOUS worry nnd u'illUlutinn. 'l'hel'c :1I'c U thousand 
details that never cntel' the hent.! or t.he :1ll101.tcUI' pl'opl'ictOl'J 
unless he is It thul'o t1 l.!;h nnd pl':1cticnl !lUlU fl'om top to hottom. 
If there il5 :\ny l.Hll:Iinc~s enteqH'i se lhnt I,t.>([uircs close ami 
<.1c\'o tcd atit'llli(1fl and 1II :1lhcUinlieal IlI'cci~ion J that business 
is the cs talJlisliweut of a neWl5papCI' in it sparscly settled 
countl'Y· 

The establishment of n great metropolitan paper, in n huge 
and pl'ogl'essin,! city, with a large al1tl unlimited capita l be· 
hind it, with all racilitics fol' :.;aUll"'in:.; amI disselllinntin g 
news, is uot a hazul't.l oli S tlnde l'tnking- yoll huve sharp COlli' 
petition, it is true, but the best pnpel' will always win out. 
Not so in laullthing: It still·born, 80 to speak, at the CI'OSS' 
ronuS, 'l'bere you IHl\'e nothing to get and all to lose. 

But to draw tll.is l'e.llism down to your UlH.l~l'slalldillg J 
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will nnrl('rt!l\i:(I to demonstrate by n figllrnth'e illusti'lltiOIi Ilf 

wbat hm; tl'!lnspired n numher or times o\'cr, noder thc Oh~CI" 
valion of thc writer in Ncbraska since lle hm; bl.'eu a squulter 

SO\'Crpigll, liOW since OcLobcl', 185·j, 
A fcw cnterprising pionccl's gcL together, and nt'1'h'(' at 

t.he conclusion thnt l'ig:ht !1CI'C (nami ng: SODle point.) is to 
l'i~e a llighty Cit.v, visionary or otherwise, and the morc t.hey 
think of it the more cnthusiastie they hecome, until thei r 
minds h(''('olllc inf!lLlIlltcd that thel'C arc Millions in it. But 
the next question that peqJicxt!8 the tOWD·ownel'S is how to 
Ilbooll1 the town." Why, of eOllNlC we must have a newspaper. 
Gut hcre comcs the rub. J low orc we to gct oue? Thcre is 
not moucy enough mnong the stockholdel's, si ngly or collcct, 
iw~ I.v, to pUI'<:hase a prillting outfit, but that qucgtion is 
soon soh'cd, foJ' soon .1'011 will scc a vel'y bC:l1Ilirlllly cxeculed 
Iitl1ogT:lph of a ncw tOWIi in Xelu'tlska-it looks gl'flml nud 
mngnificput ou pnper-it is to be the grcat cOlllmcrcin l and 
l'Ililroad ccutet' or the Stalc, Fine, Ycry finc, 1t cfilchcs 
the cye of the e:u;tcl'Il ill\'es tor ill wcstern lots. .\ fcw Sl1ckcl's 
im'est ill westel'll "guM lJricks," and at lust. u auffi('icllt 
amount. of mOllcy is raised tu purchasc the necc~..,a l'.l' ('Ipdp· 
mCII!. fur a slIIull pl'iutillg: onl('P. A college·lu'cll tcudel'foot 
drops in just in time to SCCIII'C UIC (·ditorship. Wha t ht, don't 
know nuout running a pI'jllting olli ee is not wOI'lh knowlIIg; 
li e is yOllng nlld allibitious, he dcsi l'ps to dikti ngu iah him sclr 
-lJlltli ll thc timc k(!C llill;: ill l3i~hl tile uIII!'s cyc o( "u onIcc; 
\\'islH~a to become <l great purty l(!ullel'-tb.tL is his goldelJ 
idenl dr('3U1, 

Fin.llly, aftcl' n time, the nf'W born paper is lallll('hcd 
u;>lltl au admil'jllg public of a fcw dozcn citizens, with n (lalli , 
ing- intl'oductul'Y, gh' ing a grnphic th~licl'iption of lite futur(' 
of lhe ~I'C"lt IIwtrupolis, its ClllCI' I}l' i~ing and Ii bc"n I mindell 
citizCII'I, gl'('Ht CIHllltCS to invest in city lots (Oll paper) tllut 
\\' ill inCl'ense to lI11tulli wealth, anti nil that sOl'l or tolllllly·rot. 
Uu! the }lapel' is a !.!I'ent slI('rcss-cr cl'.\'holiy is O\·(,,'joyetl aod 
dl'e si uj;'i uj;' the pl'oises of the flCW Editor, lic is Lhc hiC;1l 
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muck-a-muck, omlls already 81ntctl tor cODgT'cssionnl honors; 
born in the t,loom uf lUoruins. In tact, DutlJins is too SoOO 
rur him. 

Vur n few wrcL:a nil goes on wetl, higl1 hopes ODd (.!reat 
nmbition-lIut, Ulark you, by nod by n greJ.t tidal wa\'e 
cnn~t"M 8\\eepio: nlong nod disturbs this great engine or in­
teiligence-lhe pay rolls nrc due and unpaid, the exchequer 
is ;:;mll', credit J,:onc, null, to usc B " 'cstern phrase Uthe thio'" 
' . ' I:> IS lJuMloo." 'J he nUL week the editor sums up his cnse in n 
\'oJedittory, nnll My., the pnpcr don't p!ly, it is not supported, 
nnd ror the pr($(!ul Is dhu,.'ontinul'tl. 'J'h3t ends we first 
chopter. 

Now nny dnmphool, \\'ho hns got n thimbleful or brains 
ought to ho\'c known thot would be the inc\'itablc result or 
tbat cotel'prise, in II town thot. was only mythical at he8t. 
Bllt the umbitiou or the young milD who desired to become a 
distingllished editor, party leutler, nnd Ii. stutesman were 
soon antisfioo, nnd his crown or glory lIismnntled; nnd, ns 
ROOn as he could pull himself togcther, he quietly packoo bis 
grip nntl look lbe tlrst ("ow llnlh tor other fields ot glory and 
renown. De ia ~tisfle<l with the newspaper business. 

But Ibe cnd la not yet. Along comes nnolber ambitious 
11'110'" wbo thinka he knows n lillie more about the printing 
business thun the otller "reller," nnd IJO be purcha.sc.s n "~oJd 
brick!' They any lightning nel'er strikcs twice in the same 
place, but. ;! duel nil the enmc, Thc 8.1ooe routine is gonc 
throu •• h with ond in n \'cr)' short time another aspiration is • • • 
bonkrupted, And 110 it goes, ond will go, as long os WI-
guided Dmbitlon cnn be round rcady to pick up a Il\'c " 'ire .. 

1 hn\'e not intended in these tcw acalterin:; thoughts to d18· 
courage ouy Due who hoa the nCT\'C nnd the ambition (rom 
embarking In journnl1slll, but, on the contrary, I like to 8ee 

pluck, nIJlllty, nod prnctlcu l tuowl~lge succeed. Dut. I tell 
you, my tricllds, you ba\'c goL to hfi\'c good staying C)lInlitlcfJ 
nnd lot8 of prnctlcal expcrience, with a little money thrown 
in, to wake joul'ualisUl Q. success in a pcw country. 
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