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WHITTEN SITE 
The original presence of three mounds sunnountinp; 

the bluffs south of Brownville and the rerno-val of ske'le­
tal material from them was reported to' the Survey. A 
visit to the site revealed that cultivation had leveled any 
former elevations, but the presence of burials was ascer­
tained. A 75 foot trench carried along the axis of the 
ridge, which bordered the broad Mi~souri River bottoms. 

50. Wedel, 1935, p. 204. 

Cooper 1936, p. 58 and P late XXVI. 


51. Strong', 1935, p. 262. 



PLATE XX[ 

1. B U1' ial 1, ' Vhitte n S ite (arr ow). 

2. Whi tten c ite, B m -ia l 1, S keleton 7, wi t h pot ill s it u. 

3. Whitten S ite, B uria l 1, S ke leto ll 14. 
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showed the presence of human remains concentrated in 
two areas. The nature of the soil, extremely clean even 
where necessarily disturbed by human activity, r endered 
it generally impossible to detenmne the boundaries of 
disturbed areas. We IV-ere startled in several instances 
to enconnter comp18te skeletons in soil which we had 
confidently labeled as undisturbed loess, and in a tf~st 
6V:! feet deep beneath the general burial lev-.e1 one-half 
of a human mandible was found in apparently clean soil 
at a depth of 44 inches. 

Near the south end of the trench five primary buri­
als occupied an area 60 feet long hy 40 feet wid e. At 
a depth of 16 inches beneath the surface lay the skelet(\n 
of an adolescent, No.7, fully fle,xed on the right side, 
with its head to the east. Associated with it were several 
cultural objects. Near the knees stood a gTit-tempered 
cord-marked pot, 8'i4 inches in greatest diameter and 8V2 
inches high with a sub-coni cal ba.se, high shoulder, con­
stricted neck and a pronouncedly flaring rim which is 
encircled by three broad trailed lines, and bears, ad ­
jacent to the lip, a series of short diagonal pundations 
(Plates XXI, 2; XXII, 1). Ornaments consisted of four 
bone armlets around the right radius and ulna near the 
wrist and a large number of shell beads near the heart 
(Plate XXIll, 1) . The forme]' are long narrow thin ob­
jects, perforated at each end and curved to a how shape, 
and the beads are of the variety from the burials at the 
Heywood Site described above, in which the perforation 
was made by grinding down one side of the shell. All the 
beads recovered from the site were of this type. 

On the same level and immediately ,"vest of this 
skeleton were the hones of an infant fully flexed on the 
right side with the head to the south. In the region of 
the skull there were a number of beads like those just 
described. 

Upon the removal of skeleton 'f, three more flexed 
burials, of Wl1ich two were adults an.d one an infant, 



PLATE XXTI 

l. 	 Pot found with Skeleton 7, Burial 1, Whitten Site. Restored. 
Height 8 0 inches; greatest diameter, 8 Y<1 inches. 

2· Pot found with Skeletons 8 and 16, Burial 1, Whitten Site. Re­
stOl'ed. 	 Height, 4 Ys inches; greatest diameter, 3'Vs inches. 
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were exposed lying immediately beneath. The heads of 
1hl:' two ad nlts lay in close proximity- one, :1 male, to the 
north of the full)- flexed body; the other, a female (Plate> 
XXI, 3), the legR of which were semi-flexed and the arms 
extended and Rlightly flexed, to the east. An infant lay 
on its left side just in front of the latter. Shell beads 
were numerous near th e Rkull s of the female and the in · 
fant, :md about the lower right arm of the latter were 
six armlets like tho~e found with Skeleton N"o. 7. 

Immediate ly east of this group of burials were the 
skeletoll s of two children lying side by side, one of 
vvl1ich was fully fl exed on the left side wittl the head to 
the southwest . The complete position of the other, wbose 
head was to the northeast, is uncertain, but it was prob­
ably extended on the back. Shell beads were numerous 
in the soil about the skulls. 

Several adult bones were founu scatter ed in the soil 
above the last two sk eletons, and over a rather large area 
to the south bOlleR of individuals of various ages oc­
curred haphazardly from near the surface to a depth of 
36 inchC's. 

In the north end of the trench was another area 
throllghoui; ",hi!:h bone fragments were f01111(1 to a deptl l 
of 26 inches. At a depth of 15 inches lay parts of two in­
dividuals extended on thell" backs. One consisted of the 
pelvis, a few lumbar vertebrae and the leg bones, all in 
articulation, while only a complete leg and a lower leg 
remained of th e other. A skull lay near the pelvis of one 
and skull fragments and other bones lay 4 fee t to the 
northwest. To the west at a depth of 26 inches were 
found articulated parts of two extended skeletons, an 
adult and an infant. Near the head of the infant and the 
right ,vrist of the adult stood a small grit-t.empered pot 
wit.h a sub-con ical base, a slightly constricted neck and 
a wide mouth (Plate XXII, 2) . The paste, temper ed wit.h 
crushed granite, is rather flaky and the surfa.ce is sm.ooth 
and in places somewhat polished. Its total height is 45/q 

http:surfa.ce


PLATE XXIII 

1. Shell beads and bone armlets, Burial 1, Whitten Site. 

2. Slab covered pit, Whitten Site. 
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inches and both the greatest diameter of the body and 
the mouth diameter a.re B% inches. 

Between the two burial areas was an oval pit 4 feet 
long and 2112 feet wide, which had been coveired with 
rough lillshaped limestone slabs (Plate XXIII, 2). Prob­
ably originally supported by timbers, the slabs had set­
tled at one side to' the floor 0'f the pit, which was at a. 
depth of 16 inches beneath the surface. At the time of 
excavation no trace of b0'ne nor any cultural materials 
were present in the pit, so whether 0'1' not it 0'riginally 
contained a burial is not kn0'wn. 

The situation here is difficult to interpret. Scattered 
bones occur overt' too large an area to be readily ac­
counted f0'r 0'n the basis of posthumQus disturbance, and 
on the other hand the disPQsition of partially articulated 
skeletons seems peculiar. Nevertheless, the most reason­
able explanation of the presence of only partial~y articu­
lated individuals and of scattered bones is probably that 
of secondary interr'ment. 

Several artifacts of various materials were found in 
the soil of the areas excavated. These included a small 
number of pottery sberds, an end scraper, a few retol1ched 
flakes, several fragments of sandstone abraders, a 
fragment of a large flat antler object with several per­
forations, and a large· number of shell beads. The pot­
tery is invariably grit-tempered, usually cord-marked, 
and varies from flaky to granular. The rims are flaring 
and 'with one exception are decorated on the exterior 
surface with eitber horizontal or diagonal incised lines t 
they are impressed at the juncture 0'f the exterior sur­
face and the lip. 

The P0'ttery rec0'vered from these burials is not as­
,signable t0' any complex thus far defined in this region, 
and most of the other artifacts are Qf such widespread 
distribution as to be wo·rthless in determining cultural 
relationships. The peculiar shell beads and the armlets 
are exceptiQns, it is true, but their affiliatiQns are as yet 
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practically unknown. 'Vhile beads of this type have been 
found in Upper Republican burials, they occurred very 
rarely among large quantities of shell beads of an en­
tirely distinct type, and are probably indicative of an in­
fluence from some other culture. As fOir armlets of this 
particular form , we are unaware of their occurrence else­
where in sites thus far investigated . No village site wa:3 
fOlund in the immediate vicinity, although more careful 
search might reveal one. At the present time all that can 
be said is that here were bllli ed the dead of some group 
whose identity we dOl not yet know. 

if 

PLA TE XXTV- l 
l. India.n Cave, Ri cha rd son County. 
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