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Music of The Pioneer Days in Nebraska
 
Compiled by 

Miriam Stanley Carleton-Squires 
(Mrs. Edwin E. Squires) 

Broken Bow, Nebraska 

Part V 

Blair 

The first musical organization in Blair was probably the 
Blair Cornet Band, organized in 1875 by Levi Handy. 

In the late 70's the first piano came into the community. It 
is reported to have been owned by Mrs. Jacob Hungate. 

In the early SO's S. E. Kemp conducted a music store. Also 
in the early SO's Theodore M. Mailer and B. M. W'illsey conducted 
singing classes every Monday night at the Congregational Church. 

In the early days Mrs. Emanuel Castetler gave piano and 
organ lessons. 

H. O. L. Otterman taught violin about 1882.
 
Music was introduced in the schools about 1895, and Wallace
 

L. Johnson	 was the first music supervisor. 
Mrs. L. L. Lantry owns an old melodeon which bears a repair 

date of 1865. The melodeon was made in New Haven, Connecticut. 
Stanley Copps, formerly of Blair but now having headquarters 

in Lincoln, has composed much music. Mis Piano Method is 
possibly his best-known work. 

Among the musicians of note who have visited Blair are 
Ellen Beach Yaw and Josef Lhevinne. 

Dana College installed the first pipe organ in Blair about 1932. 

Osceola 

There was a singing school in the community in 1876-1877 
conducted by E. S. Marker. 

Mrs. Albinus Nance owned the first piano in Osceola in 1SS7. 
Miss Josephine Headstrom gave piano lessons that same year. 

The Cantata "Queen Esther" was performed in Osceola in 
18S0. 
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