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Music of The Pioneer Days in Nebraska 
Compiled by 

Miriam Stanley Carleton-Squires 
(Mrs. Edwin E. Squirts) 

Broken Bow, Nebraska 

Part VI 

Custer County * 

A musical history of Custer County would hardly he complete 
without mentioning first the old-time fiddlers who used to play 
for early dances and entertainments. 

These entertainments were not announced in papers nor over 
telephones—the news seemed to travel by "grapevine telegraph" 
that there would be a dance at such and such a home on a certain 

night, usually Friday. As a rule, the young people announced there 
would be a dance somewhere. Saturday night was not popular 
because these dances were all-night affairs, the revellers going 
home at sun-up, and they did not care to break the Sabbath with 
dancing. The dances were attended by everyone in the family, 
from grandparents to babies. When "the young fry" got sleepy, 
they were laid in a row on the only bed that had been left up. The 
youngsters slept soundly through the noise of fiddling, calling, and 
stamping of noisy feet on the rough floor-boards. 

J. C. Hunter brought his violin from Pennsylvania in 1879. 
For a long time he was the only fiddler in the neighborhood formed 
by New Helena. Anselmo, Gates and Broken Bow, where he 
played for all of the dances. 

Mr. Hunter was very particular about his violin and never 
allowed his children to touch it, but when his daughter was 
twelve years old she used to "sneak" it out to a grove north of their 
home near New Helena and try to play it. By the time the little 

" It was the intention of Mrs. Squires that all Custer County towns 
should follow the history of the county itself. Inadvertently this arrange 
ment was disturbed by publication of Sargent and Callaway in Part V. 
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