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Music of The Pioneer Days in Nebraska
 
Compiled by 

Miriam Stanley Carleton-Squires 
(Mrs. Edwin E. Squires) 

Broken Bow, Nebraska 

Part VII 

Auburn and Brownviu.e 

Music was introduced in the Brownville schools about 1876. 

James Dye was the first supervisor of music and the first violin 
teacher. 

About 1878 "Pinafore" was given in Brownville. The same 
year there was a Glee Club in Auburn. 

John Frericks owned the first piano in Auburn, and Mrs. 
Charles Graham was the first piano teacher. 

John Swan conducted the first music store. 
The first band in this locality was organized in Brownville. 
The Lutheran Church was the first to have a pipe organ in 

Auburn. 

Mine. Schumann-Heink, Innes' Band, Sousa's Band, and 

Thurlow Licurance have all given concerts in Auburn. 
Miss Helen May Martin of New York City, one of Ne 

braska's native musicians whose mother was born in Brownville, 

is a woman of whom Nebraska may justly be proud. 
Miss Martin herself was born in Lincoln on December 18, 

1893, in a three-story brick building on O Street facing the old 
capitol. She is the granddaughter of the late J. Q. A. Smith, 
formerly of Brownville, whose old stone farmhouse is still owned 
by the family and where Miss Martin and her mother plan to 
live some day. 

At the age of seven Helen Martin began her study of the 
piano, although she was unable to see the keyboard or hear a note 
that was struck. 
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