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ATTEMPTED ECONOi\UC ADJUSTMENTS IN 

HOLT COUNTY DURING THE 1890's 

BY A. BOWER SAGESER 

A MERICAN political and economic adj ustments to hard 
times and depressions have been described by modern 
historians on the state und national level. However, 

these accounts seldom describe the responses of the people 
at the local or county level. This study traces the at
tempted economic adjustments of the people in Holt County 
during the carly ] 890's, n period in wh ich a nationwide 
depression was made morc difficult by frontier conditions 
and periods of drought. 

Holt County is located on the eastern edge o[ the Sand
hills of Nebraska. On the whole the land is marginal. The 
county has two rivers and many creeks. The Niobrara 
River forms the northern boundary of the county and Ilcal" 
the ri ver the land is hilly and broken. A few miles south 
of the Niobrara lies a level tableland thnt produces excel
lent farm crops when rainfall is abundllnt. Ap proximately 
thirty miles south of the Niobrara River is the E lkhorn 
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River Valley. This valley produces excell ent grass for 
summer pasture ~md prairie hay for winter feed. South 
of t he Elkhorn River lies a flat tableland, about ten miles 
wide, which was t hought suitable for irrigat ion. This area 
was not too productive in the dry years. The southern half 
of the county hns several t ributaries to the E lkhorn River: 
the South Fork, Holt Creek, and Dry Creek. In these creel;.: 
valleys, the water table is close to the surface of the ground 
which assures bettol' crop condit ions. This was the "land 
of flow ing wells" which provided unlimited amounts of 
water for far msteads. I There are many sma ll ponds and 
lakes in the south half of t he county. This section became 
one of the g reatest prairie hay producing regions in t ho 
nation. 

The first settlers entered Holt County by the Elkhorn 
River route. Several settlements were founded in 1871, 
and in 1874 General John J. O'Neill started his colonization 
projects at O'Neill, and on the south s ide of the Elkhorn 
Rivel' opposite Atkinson. By 1880 the county had 3,287 
people; by 1890 the population reached 13,672 but was re
duced to 12,224 by 1900.2 By the mid 1880's some cattle 
ranches had been established, but most of t he settlers were 
homesteaders and were producing corn, wheat, oats and 
rye. 

Farm crops were not in demand in the late 1880's and 
early ]890's, and as a consequence the whole economy of a 
pioneer people was thrown into dep ression. There are many 
evidences of these depressed conditions. Lucius D. Richards 
of the Fremont National Bank has left a good description 
of the economic conditions in Holt County during the early 
1890's. 

1F. H. Newell in his Report 01' AgriclIUIlro by I rrigation in tllo 
W63torn Part 0/ tho Uni ted StatC8, published as u part ot the 
Eleventh. CCfI8118 0/ thtJ u. S., 1800, pp. 272-214, described the now
ing wells and the case of obtaining water. A pipe could be drivel' 
to n depUI ot 50 to 185 feet to the ground water supply. The water 
was pure and Clear. Ho predicted that lhe temperature ot the water 
was probably too low tor irrigation. The average cost for a well 
with 1.25 in. to 2 in. pipe was $48.00. 

~ Til e T wtJI/ !h. CatIBIl.! 0/ the U. S., 1900, 1. 20. 



• 

HOLT COUNTY DURING THE 1890'Q 107 

Richards served as a financial agent for the Davenport 
Brothers of New York-a firm making extensive loans on 
land in Nebraska. In February 1890, he reported that after 
th ree years of "POOl' crops and low prices" t he bOlTowcrs 
in Holl, Antelope and Brown Counties worc in 81'l'eal'5. 

Richards descr ibed the faJ'mol's as "able and hard wori,· 
ing" but the cumulative forces of hard times had "finall y 
forced them to the wall .'" Richards had made JOHns on 
nine hundred acres of land in Holt County. On March 15. 
1891, he wrote that the Oregon Short Line Railway Com
pany had stopped its cOllstl'llctioll at O'Neill because of the 
close money market. Richards had made no loans in this 
section during the past two yeurs and was trying to get out 
of it as fast as he could, taldng deeds when the title cou ld 
be obtained at less expense than the cost of foreclosures,' 

Richard's description is well amplified by the Holt 
County newspapers which pointed out the loss of settl ers 
after the summer of 1887, The land record books fOl ' Holt 
County show that many homesteads wel'e abnndoned from 
] 887-] 894. This wus especially true for the areu just south 
of the Elkhorn River and also for the tnbleland north of 
O'Neill and Atkinson, 

Drought conditions in the county were spotty during 
1887-1894, No doubt the most difficul t years started in 
1892, and in that year the County Bourd began to look for 
u rainmaker. "Professor" Frank Melbourne, rainmaker 
from Cheyenne, Wyoming was requested to come to O'Neill. 
Melbourne guaranteed a one-half inch rain, county wide, 
in less than fou l' days, for a fee of $3,000. The ])I'Ofe8S0 1' 
got his rain, but had some dispute with the County Board 
as to his full pay. The editor of the Atkinson G1'aphic 
wrote: "It rained-Melbourne or no Melbourne." The rain 
had placed the crops out of danger.G 

• Ccorgo Allen Bogue, "Fann Land Credit In Kansas and Ne
braska, 1s::i4-1890" (Ph. D. thesis, Cornell University, 10~1 ). pp. 
I SS-134. 

'George Allen Bogue, MOlley at Interest, The Farm Mortgage 
on tile Middle B order (Ithaca, N. Y., 1955). pp. 72-75. 

~ Atkinson (Nebr(Jllka) Gr aphic, August 18, 1892; The FToutier 
(O'Neill, Nebraska), August 4, 1802. Hereafter c ited as The Frontier . 
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Fortunately not all the farmers in the county de· 
pended on the rainmaker for economic relief. A variety 
of crop experiments began to take place with the hope 
that the financial income of the homesteaders could be 
raised. There was also an interest in irrigation . not so 
much to raise morc crops but to insure permanent settle
ment in the county. 

During the summer of ] 892 several farmers experi· 
mented with popcorn. The most successful farmer in this 
venture was Dr. A. A. Antrim of Green Valley, who had 
one of the best improved farms in the county. Antrim 
planted some forty ncres of popcorn and harvested over 
five hundred bushels. He sold his product for three cents 
per pound and did much to encourage farmers to profit 
from his experience.' 

A second experimental crop was chicory. Early in the 
spring of ] 892 farmers were encouraged to experiment 
with this new crop on the promise that a chicory factory 
would be built in O'Neill. Three men, Gottfried Bazelman, 
G. C. Hazelet and Robert R. Dickson, formed a partnership 
to finance the factory. In the fall of 1892, a three-storied 
structure twenty-fOUl" feet by ninety feet with a one story 
wing twenty-three feet by seventy feet was built at an 
approximate cost of $]5,000.' The facto ry was put into 
operation in October, and it became thc first successful 
chicory factory in the state. It was incorpol'atcd as the 
German Chicory Company of O'Neill in 1894. In 1893 
water was taken from a milll'(lce on the ElJdlOl"Il Ri ver to 
nm the machincry. In 1895 the facto l'Y wns assoc iatcd 
with thc American Chicory Company of Omaha, A second 
plant wus operated at Fremont.' 

The chicory cul ture was new to Nebraska. The plant 
imd been domesticated in E ngland and Europe, where the 

• Atkltl.!on Grall/lie, December I, 1893. 
TTllo Frontier, Aug'Ul:lt 18, 1892. Seeley (lnd Sons and Company 

of Fremont, Nebraska, was t he contractor; A, B. Dyer was the 
a rchitoct. 

8 Tlio Ji'rOIl!icr, January 7, 18001; Omalia Daily Bco, September 1, 
180G, 
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top of the chicory beet was used for greens and the root 
was dried, then granulated, und used as a beverage. In 
the United States granulated chicory was often mixed with 
coffee under a recommended formula of one-third chicory 
nnd two-thirds coffee. Both root and top were used for 
li vestock feed. During the ] 890's the United States im
ported from ten to seventeen million pounds of the raw and 
dried root annually. The bulk of the crop produced in the 
United States was grown in Michigan, but sevel'al stutes 
experimented with the CI'OP during tho dep l'ession years. 

Chicory grew much like sugar beets. The seeds were 
usually planted iurows by hand or with a hand drill. Some
times the chicory plant produced a big seed head and little 
or no root, but the root of the plant usually wus from 
eigh teen to thirty-six inches in length. There wcrc no ma
chines suitable fo r digging the root in the 1890's, and this 
meant hard backbreaking hand labor during harvest sea
son. The raw product was too bulky for long distance sh ip
ment. It was necessary to have a factory close to the pro
ducing area in order to make production profitable. 

The O'Neill company owned some land and after the 
completion of the E lkhorn Irrigat ion Ditch it leased land 
from the irrigat ion company. The acreage wns smal1 in 
1892, and in 1893 and 1894 the yield pel' acre w<\s low 
because of drought conditions. The company contracted 
with farmers to grow the chicory plant. Seed was fur
nished by the company for fifty cents pel' pound and the 
company paid the growers $10.50 per ton for the raw roots 
delivered in O'Neill. Contracting farmers wore found from 
Fremont, Nebraska to Valentine, Nebraska. Mnny local 
farmers tried theil' hUlld nt rn ising the new product. Ne
ligh, Nebraska was one of the main growing centers for 
the company. Some chicory was grown at Hastings and 
the product was pl'ocessed :'It the Fremont fnctol'y.$ 

I Omaha Bee, March 4, 1896; In 1894, the German Chicory Co. 
received a diploma from the Nebraska Stale Fair Association as a 
tlrst premium on gnnulated chicory. See Th6 Frontier, March 29, 
1894, and January 27, 1897. 
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A farmer could grow [I'om four to twelve tons of 
chicory roots per acre, with local estimates showing a pos· 
sible profit of $6.00 to $8.00 per acre on a crop producing 
four to five tons per acre. This was indeed far mOl'C tempt
ing than the production of thirty bushels of corn pel' aCl'C 

which would sell from twelve to twenty-five cents per 
bushel. 

Aside from the income to the farmer, the company 
also paid from $8,000 to $12,000 l.\ year for hlbol' in the 
Iactory. Th is new crop certai nly of fered nddcd income to 
the county in a day when dollars were scarce nnd farm 
prices low. 

Chicory l'U1smg received a rcal boost in 1895, when 
the Nebraska legislature offered a bounty of five-eighths 
cents per pound 011 the manufactured product. 1'he factory 
operator had to pal' at least $10.50 per ton for the chicory 
roots at the factory. If the manufacturers built other plants 
they could secure an additional three-eighths cents per 
I)OuneI bounty.lo The bounty was in effect for two years. 
The O'Neil l plant sold its product in Chicago, St. Louis, 
Omaha and Des Moines and chicory production looked liJ;;c 
a major addition to the area's economy. In February 1895 
the editor of The F1'ontic-r wl'ote: 

When the time comes O'Neill will be known lUI the chic
ory centre and lovera of the beverage all over the country 
will pay tribute to the Industry of our people as they do 
now to the fruit growers ot California, and the potato grow
era of Colorado... ,11 

The combination of statc subsidy and local enthusiasm 
was not suffic ient to make Holt County a greut chi cory 
producing ar ea. By the spring of 1897 thero WIlS evidence 
t hat t he farmers were not producing enough chicory to 
make the operation of the fnctory profitable. The owners 
of the company pointed out t hat if morc contmcts were 

10 Law" 0/ NebTa.tka, 189~, pp. ~l-:m. Bouso Holl No, 67 was 
passed over the velo ot Governor Silas Holcomb on March 29. 1895. 
The law also included a bounty of five-eighths cent per pound on 
manufactured sugar. 

II Tho Frontier, February 14. 1895. 

http:bounty.lo
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not secured the factory would close. During the summer 
of 1897, the owners of the factory cUltivated one hundred 
acres of chicory. In the fall of 1897 the business partner
ship was dissolved and Hazelet moved the company to 
Omaha, Nebraska. Chicory production had been too lim
ited to bring prosperity to a population of over 13,000 
people during the dry years. In 1897 the Fremont chicory 
factory was being llsed to dry S\1gar beets. Perhaps the 
best evidence for ch icory production li es in the fact tlUlt 
Nebraslm never produced over 8,000 tons of the product 
in any single year. In 1897 the state produced only 5,500 
tons of chicory beets while growing 10'1,000 tons of sugar 
beets. Neither of these products measured up to over 
200,000,000 bushels of corn produced in 1897 by Nebraska 
farmers,n 

The production of chicory had not broken the depres
sion cycle for the people in Holt County. In fact. from 
1892 to 1894 the depress ion seemed to increase with a 
vcngeance. Pcople who had proudly contributed to Russian 
relief ill 1891 found themselves in the position of recipients 
of I'elief in 1893 and 1894. Many who had products to sell 
found the prices extremely low. At Chambers, in the South 
Fork Valley. a good crop of hay had been stacked in 1893. 
But by January 1894, Peter Kutcher, a local farmer and 
dealer in hay, was storing baled hay in barns at O'Neill. 
The low price and high fl'eight rates made it unpl'ofitnble 
to ship it out of Holt County. Other farmers were in a 
similar plight, U 

Holt County residents had discovcred that a gl'eat 
water reservoi r lay beneath the ground and that even in 
dry years the Elkhorn and Niobrara Rivers f lowed steadily. 
In the flowing well district a few people had raised excel
lent gardens by irrigation. This was also true in other 
areas where people used thc windmi ll to pump water on 

.2 For the bcst summary on ral lllng' chiCOry see Tho PrOllticr, 
February 11 . 1897. Sec Th o I rrigation Ago, xn. No.4, p. 99: Omaha 
Daily Bee, October 3, 1897. 

IS The Frontier, January 18, 1894, cxeerpt t rom the Chambers 
Bugle. 
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garden plots. A wave of enthusiasm fol' ilTigation swept 
the western states in 1893 and the people of Holt County 
contributed much to the new experiments with irrigation. 
Looking back on this peJ'i od, Dennis H. Cronin WI'ote that 
t he people got so much of the drought in 1893 and ] 894 
thnt "the clamor was born of necessity ... all ngl'ccd it 
was irrigate 01' migrate". It 

By midsummer of 1893 business mell and farmers in 
Atkinson and O'Neill were planning irrigation societies. 
In November and December the Holt County l l'l'igation 
Society was formed.!G T. V. Golden, of O'Neill, was an 
enthusiastic leader. He wrote and spoke on well s, pumps, 
reservoirs and streams. Golden wns cha il'man of a large 
meeting held at O'Neill on J anuary 30·31, 1894. E. R. 
Moses, a resident of Great Bend, Kansas, was the princi pal 
speaker. 

Moses was an energetic worker for the cause of irri
gation. He was not on ly president of the Jnterstate lITi 
gation Associat ion, which maintained its heHdquartcl's Ht 
Salina, Kansas, but was also president of the Executive 
Committee of the I rrigat ion Congress which met in Los 
Angeles in 1893. In addition he contri buted frequently to 
the hTigation Fanner which was ed ited by J. L. Briston 
nt Salina. 

In his speech at O'Neill, Moses stressed the need for 
di versification of crops, the importance of scient ific water 
resource sur veys, the need for state and federa l assistance 
to irrigation, and the importance of pel'mmwnt settlements 
in the semi-arid regions of the country. Moses' main argu
ment was the need for s table settlements. He declm'ed t1Ult 
t he "curse of this country" had been that men came here 
and e.xpected to become rich "right off," but wellt back 
"with a sign painted on their canvasses-Busted". '" 

'~Tlle F'TonUcr, Murch 11 , 1897. 
I~ Thc llrst officers were: J. P. Mullen. President, T. V. Colden. 

Secretary. Neil Brennan, Treasurer. 
10 Til e F'Tolltlcr, January 31, 189·1. 



In 1893 even when a good crop of hay had been stacl::ed, 
low prices and high freight rates mode it unprofitable to ship 

it out of Holt County. 





113 HOLT COUNTY DURING THE 1890's 

Two major irrigation projects and many minor ones 
were planned. The fi rst major project was the South Ditch 
or Li ttle Ditch . It proposed to tap the Elkhorn River at 
Emmet and serve the tableland thut lay south of t he ri ver 
from Emmet to O'Neill. The second, the Big Ditch, the 
Golden Ditch, or Niobrara Ditch, was to draw water from 
the Niobrara River and inigate the tableland area that lay 
south of this river. This project would serve several coun
ties from Sheridan on the west to Hol t on t he cast. 

1n April 1894, the E lkhorn Ll'l'igation Company was 
fo rmed to build the South Ditch.1'1 The ditch was to be 
twelve to thirteen miles long and , with the proper lateral 
ditches, could irrigate f rom 9,000 to 12,000 acres of lane1. 
The estimated cost of t he main ditch was $10,000. A con
tract was awarded in June's uncI the work completed in 
the fa ll. In 1895 the comp<lOy issued $150,000 in capital 
stock. Farm homes were built and the company contracted 
with farmers to break up t he prairie sod and crop t he 
land. Alfalfa was brought from Colorado to the irrigated 
area, ID 

It is difficult to evaluate t he company's project. The 
company hoped to resettle t he vacated lands and some land 
was used to grow chicory for the factory at O'Neill. Soon 
the company's purpose changed. By midsummer of 1895 
there was ample rain to produce a crop without irrigation. 
Some of the "old-timers" maintai n t hat in 1896-1897 the 
area was so wet that the main dam gate was closed at 
Emmet and the ditch, with its laterals, was used for drain
age. The company became the Elkhol'll Irrigation and 
Land Company and was soon investing in thc cattle busi
ness. A note ill The Frontier, !\fay 6, 1897, reveals the 
fate of the project. The company lwd employed Elsworth 

II Sam Howard, President; Charles Hemstreet, Vice-President; 
Clarence Selah. Secretary ; Bernard McGreevcy, Trcllsurer. 

II The Irriga!ioll Age, VII, No.2, August, 189-1, p. 89. C. H. 
Leace anti Company of Spencer , lown, dug the ditch. 

I ~ Atkil18011 Graphic, November 28, 189:5. A repor t of the Ne
braska Board of Transportutlon showed Ul(lt Holt COunty had 118.9 
miles of canals completed, costing $22,279. LinCOln County was the 
only county with more (143 miles) of canals. 
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Mack, who was later a prominent banker in Atkinson, to 
become manager of t he livestock r anch eighteen miles 
southwest of O' Neill. This was the Elwood ranch . The 
company had eight hundred cattle and planned for four 
hundred more. Soon the land along the South Ditch was 
producing pastu re and hay as it does in 1959. Perhaps it 
took an irrigation experiment to point out that the area 
was cattle land. 

The digging of the South Ditch heightened the in
terest of the people in f Ul-thcl' pl'ojects . F rom 1894 to 1896 
applications were fil ed with the State Board of Irrigation 
for plans to irrigate some 48,615 acres in Holt County,ZO 
Most of these applications were f il ed by persons who held 
land along the banks of various creeks in the county. Some 
big land speculators also filed applications. No creek of 
any size escaped planning. The ed itor of the Atkinson 
Graphic wrote 011 March 15, 1894: "Irrigation is the chief 
subject all along the line and the prospects are very flat
tering for a consumation [sic] of the big ditch project". 

The Big Ditch 01' the Niobl"llra project was indeed a 
grand design. In fact, it included more area in 1894 than 
is in the Federal GoVel'llmellt irrigation plans in the region 
in 1959. 

In April 1894 the Niobrara River Irrigation and Power 
Company was incorporated with a capital stoe], of $2,500,
000. Headquarters were to be at O'Nei ll. The company 
planned to construct a canal from the Niobrara River in 
Sheridan County th rough Cherry, Brown, Rock, Holt and 
Knox counties with laterals for inigution and powe l·. The 
canal was to be seventy feet wide at the bottom and ten 
feet deep. It was believed that so IUl'ge a ditch could carry 
more water with less fall per mile. Several of the lakes in 
Cherry County were to be used as r eservoi rs. It was esti
mated that two to five hundred thousand acres of land 

20 Figures compllcd trom Flr8t BlcmllaZ Report 0/ the 8tate 
Board 0/ Irrigation 0/ Uw 8tato 0/ N cbra8ka, 1895·96, pp. 172-180; 
260-261. 
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could eventually be brought under irrigation.: 1 Careful 
surveys were made of the route.:Z In 1895 B. L. Gillespie 
filed the plans with the State Board of Irrigation.21 

Throughout 1894-1897 the leaders worked hard to se
cure water rights. Irrigation districts were established and 
some digging was dOlle. Political pressure was excIted to 
have the counties issue bonds for the project. Holt County's 
share would have been $1,266,000. However, the wet years 
after 1895 dampened the Ilrdor fOI' inigation. Nor were 
the water rights costing eight to ten dollars per acre very 
tempting to people who could not sell the land for one-half 
that price. In July 1897 an engineering report declared 
that there was not enough water to irrigate the entire dis
trict, and the promoters SOOI1 closed out the project. 

In the meantime, the county's income had been greatly 
increased through other economic endeavors. As carly as 
1893, Lucius D. Richards of Fremont had written to G. C. 
Hazelet in O'Neill suggesting that those interested in in
creasing the people's income should consider the manufac
turing of cheese. Richards' letter was published in The 
F1'ontie1' and the editor urged the farmcrs and business 
men to try to pl'Oduce more dairy products.Zt There was 
au ample supply of pasture and hay for the dairy cattle. 
This ,vas especially true in thc South Fork Valley and 
along the Ell,horn Rivel' Valley. By 1896 the communities 
at O'Neill, AtldllSOIl, Chambers and Amelia had built 
creameries. The ch icory factory und the South Ditch had 
received outside financial assistance, but local business 
men and farmers financed the creameries. While local 

21 Tho Jrriyalion Aye, VI, No. <S, April, 181l.J, p. 165. The Incor
porators Included A. U. Morrill, Rober t R. Dickson, J. P. Mann, T. V. 
Golden, Nell Brennan, G. C. Ho.zelct, O. F. Biglin and J. A. Testman 
ot O'Neill. Dr. J. L. McDonald and H. A. Allen of Atkinson. See 
also Tho Irrigatioll Age, VI, No.5. :May, 1891, pp. 218·219; Chicago 
Herald, January 14, 1895. 

~~ Donald 'V. Campbell n state engineer from Colorado, A. R. 
Kittell ot NorUl Platte, Nebrallka, 11Il engineer with experience In 
Colorado and on the South Ditch, and Cyrus 'V. Rockwood eaeh 
served at various Urnes in making the lIurvey. 

2~ Firat Bhmnial Report 0/ tllO State BoaTd 0/ Irrigatioll, 1895
1896, pp. 260-261. AtkhlSOIi Gmp/lie, May II, 1895. 

~t The FrotHier, August S, 1893. 

http:products.Zt
http:Irrigation.21
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efforts started the creamel"ies, usually some individual 01' 
some company that operated as a wholesale company, as 
the Omaha Cold Storage and Produce Company, became 
owners. 

An example of these projects was the one at Amelia 
where a modern creamel'Y was erected and operated for 
nearly thirty years. The plant was powered by a steam 
engine. Almost one~half the space in the building was de
signed for the storage of ice which was taken from local 
lakes during the winlel'. Flowing well water was also used 
to cool the cream and butter. Some ice was used in the 
freight wagons to haul the produce to the railway stations 
at Atkinson, Emmet, and O'Neill. The creamery had suf
ficient ice to mai{c icc cream, especially for local commu
nity affairs. The community share holders also enjoyed 
the use of the ice in making ice cream at home. Cream 
wngolls operated ill the community to pick up the crenm 
from the farmers. The farmers, who used flowing wells 
fol' cooling, sold the creamery a good grade of cream. ~:; 

About a block and one-half from the creamery a smnll 
stockyards and a dipping vat were erected. Steam was 
piped from the creamery to be used in heating the vat. 
Cattle and sheep were brought in from long distances for 
dipping in attempts to control pests and skin disease. 

In July. 1896 Robert W. McGinnis of York, Nebraska, 
brought a dairy herd to land o"med by his family in the 
Amelia community.'G For several years the creamery was 
known as the McGinnis Creamery. McGinnis also had 
financial interests in creameries at Atkinson and O'Neill. 

Press clippings at various times indicate the output 
of the creameries. Most of these notices came in the months 
when the production of milk was at a peak. On May 28, 
1896, the Atkf'uson G1'U1Jhic reported that the Atkinson 

u In 1898 the Amelia Creamery was awarded the first prize for 
sweet·cream butter at the Omaha Exposition. Roy ThorkeLson was 
the manager of the creamery at that time. 

~G Tho Frolltier, July 30, 1896. 
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creamery had produced fifty.nine tubs of butter in one 
week and the Amelia creamery had produced sb:ty·three 
tubs in the same weele R. C, Wry. a prominent b\lSiness 
leader at Chambel's, l'epo l'ted that the Chambers' cremnel'Y 
was churning eight hundred to nine hundred pounds of 
butter daily and that several fa rmers wore nvoraging from 
$40 to ~50 pCI' mon th in cash from tho sale of creamY A 
year later The Frontier repor ted that sixty-eight tubs or 
4,080 pounds of butter had been produced at the Atkinson 
creamery in one week and that the Amelia crcamery was 
d istri buting ~2,000 a month to its patrons, O'Neill sh ipped 
297,000 pounds of butter in one year over one railroad 
line.:! An Amelia item in The F'rontier for July 15, 1897 
declared t hat "what thi s country needs is mOI'e creameries 
and the calamity howlers-the demopopocl'als--in a shor t 
time would not be :tble to muster enough votes to f lng a 
hand cnr." 

The U, S. Census listed 10,9]8 mil k cows for t he county 
in 1 890.~· This figu )'c had increascd to 11 ,848 by 1900.10 
This small incl'ense in number is offset by bettel' strains 
of milk cattle and increased output of milk. In 1900, out 
of ] 876 farms )'eported in the census, 1665 recorded the 
production of dairy products. According to t he census, in 
1899 the rm'mel's of t he county produced 3,545,595 gallons 
of milk and sold 87,426 gallons of cream. The f[lrmcl's had 
sold 312,687 pounds of butter in the same yel\r,~1 

Dairying had helped to r estore better economic con
ditions for the county. While the income was not too large 
from dn;ry products, it was a rathel' steady :\11<1 pennnnollt 
type of income. No doubt dairying was one of the most 
effective experiments conducted by the fnrmers, However, 
a large increase in fa rm income began to come from hay 
and li vestock pl'oduction after 1895. 

11 The F ront/ar, June 4. 1896. 
U The Prontier, June 17, 1897 and March 17, 1898. 
"RepoTt oj the Statl.7Uc8 01 AgricultuTc in the U. S., Eleventh 

Ccn.!".! 01 the U. B., 1800 (Wn.\lhlngton, 1895). p. 338. 
~O Twellth Ccnsu.! 01 the U. S., 1000, V, 458-459. 
'l l bld., p. 610. 



liS NEBRASKA HISTORY 

The decade saw sheep production increase f.rom up· 
proximately 6,000 head to over 26,000 head. Cattle pro· 
duction rose over 100 percent, nn increase from 40,000 to 
over 90,000 head. 1n 1899 approximately 150,000 tOilS of 
hay wero produced. During the same yeaI' the county pro-
duced 3,904 tons of millet and 255 tons of alfalfa.~: 

Livestock growers began to import purebred livestock. 
The Angus and Shorthorn brcecis were first in the purc
bred experiments. One of the best Shorthorn herds wus 
owned by the Riley Brothers at Amelia. Holt County was 
definitely a cattle country by 1898. Other economic ex
periments included Angora goats, poulh'y. and flour mill
ing. The county produced large flocks of turheys during 
the decade. By 1897 economic conditions were greatly im
proved. James H. Riggs, the editor of The F1'ontier, wrote 
that "he had not printed a sale-bill for over a year." To 
Riggs, as well as mnny others, Holt County had become a 
good place to live in, n 

The editor of The Frontier was reflecting the fuct that 
the county's economy was well on the upgrade. This was 
true for Nebraska and the nation as a whole. Outside re
li ef to needy areas in Nebraska had ended in 1895. The 
experiments by the people of Holt County had economic 
value. Some basic lessons in irl'igation and water resource 
problems had been leurned. While chicory raising WtlS not 
a permanent indusb'y, it no doubt helped to stimulate the 
search for diversified sources of income. Considerable eco
nomic relief had come through dairying and livestock rais
ing, a pattern which holds quite constant today, The 
settlers had found sources of income which enabled them 
to build a more stable society. While some migrated with 
the shifting of the economic winds, many remained to 
build fine businesses and ranches. To these a monument 
might well be erected, dedicated to those 1V/tO stayed. 

52 RClJOrt 0 / tliC 8latl.!tic8 of Agriculturo in tho U. B" Eleventh 
Oensus 0/ tho U. S., 1800, p. SS8 ft., Twelfth 0611S118 0/ t /le U. S., 
1900, V, pp. 250-2:;1. 

II T110 Front/cr, January 14, 1897. 
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