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ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1967

MARVIN F. KIVETT, DIRECTOR

N a sense this is also the Centennial year for the Ne-
braska State Historical Society. The Historical Society
was founded and incorporated as ‘“‘a State Historical

and Library Association” in 1867, the year Nebraska be-
came a State. Sixteen leading citizens representing Ne-
braska City, Omaha, DeSoto, Rulo and Lincoln signed the
Articles of Incorporation on the 26th day of August 1867.
Article 4 of the incorporation stated that “Said Library
shall be composed of good and useful books of ancient
and modern history and other miscellaneous literature.”
These Articles of Incorporation were duly filed for record
by S. B. Galey, Lancaster County Clerk, at 8:00 P.M.
on August 26, 1867. However, despite this business-like
procedure, the organization existed largely on paper until
1878 when it was reorganized as the Nebraska State His-
torical Society and became a state organization by action
of the Nebraska Legislature in 18883.

From these pioneer efforts your Society has grown to
perform a major role in the educational and preservation
processes of the state. This has never been more evident
than during the past year when Nebraska observed its
Centennial of Statehood. Requests for Society services
have come from all segments of the state—schools, histori-
cal organizations, publishers and a great number of busi-
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ness firms. In addition to these increased public services,
the Society has carried out a number of special projects
which required extra staff effort in addition to their nor-
mal work.

Your Executive Board, headed by President Charles C.
Osborne of Hastings, had an active year. During the
fiscal year, the Board met in regular session on three oc-
casions with a considerable number of additional consul-
tation meetings. The Trustees of the Foundation held two
meetings during the year. Board members represented the
Society at a variety of historical events, ranging from his-
torical marker dedications to Centennial Year observances.

The annual spring meeting, held in North Platte May
138, was sponsored by the Lincoln County Historical Soci-
ety. Despite somewhat inclement weather the meeting was
well attended. The luncheon speaker was Mr. Don Rus-
gell, an authority on the American West and the life of
William F. Cody. We were fortunate to have an outstand-
ing Nebraskan, Major General Butler B. Miltonberger of
North Platte, as our dinner speaker.

The Legislature was in session during the past year,
and a number of laws pertaining to the Society, includ-
ing the 1967-69 budget bill, were enacted. Legislative Bill
719, designating the Society as the agency to act on behalf
of the state in terms of Public Law 89-665, the Historic
Preservation Act, was passed 40-0. Under the terms of
this law, the Society is directed to carry out a compre-
hensive historic survey. A program to provide matching
federal grants-in-aid for certain preservation projects is
expected to develop from this survey.

Nebraska History, now in its 49th year, continued to
publish a wide variety of articles on Nebraska’s past, and
the 19 year old Historical News Letter provided an ex-
change of information on the Society as well as the many
historical organizations in the state.

Our membership now stands at 4,462 as compared to
3,933 a year ago. This total gain of 529 (13+%) members
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represents a major inerease in the area of special mem-
bers. There was an increase of 127 new members in the
Contributing category and 42 new Life Members. The ad-
ditional support provided by special memberships is im-
portant to Society activity.

The Society has also carried on an active program of
public speaking engagements. The Director spoke on 32
occasions; Dr. Donald Danker, Historian, at 21 meetings;
Paul Riley, Research Associate, at 13; and various other
staff members spoke on a total of 70 occasions.

The Historical Land Mark Council, a Society-related
activity, dedicated 16 markers during the reporting period
as compared to nine for last year. This program, which is
attempting to effectively provide the traveling public with
information on our historic sites, has now been in opera-
tion since 1960. At the end of our 1967 Centennial Year
the first 756 markers will have been erected and dedicated.
Emphasis for the placement of such markers is given to
highway locations where they are readily available to the
traveling public. At the present time four markers have
been approved for rest areas on Interstate 80.

A second marking program, carried on by the National
Pony Express Centennial Association with the approval of
the Historical Land Mark Council, has as its goal the
marking of the Pony Express Route in the western United
States. These attractive bronze plaques in three sizes are
available on approval to sponsoring agencies who will pro-
vide the proper stone mounting. Nebraska has now erected
27 plaques at 14 different locations ranging geographical-
ly from Scottsbluff to Jefferson County. Six additional
plaques have been provided to museums in the state for dis-
play purposes. Nebraska officers of the organization in-
clude Paul Henderson of Bridgeport, Merrill Mattes for-
merly of Omaha and the Society Director.

The Director continued to serve on a number of spe-
cial committees or boards with historically related inter-
ests. Among these are the Nebraska Hall of Agricultural
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Achievement, Nebraska Centennial Commission, Historical
Land Mark Council, Nebraska Hall of Fame Commission,
Lewis and Clark Trails Commission, National Pony Ex-
press Centennial Association and the State Records Ad-
visory Board. A major activity is the assistance given by
the Director and staff members to the more than 80 local
historical organizations throughout the state.

An area that continues to be of major concern to your
Society is the retention of a trained professional staff.
During the past year there have been changes in each of
the department head positions, and we have lost Dr. Danker
who so capably filled the position of Historian. It is ne-
cessary for us to meet competition, not only from other
historical organizations, but also from the academic field.
Thus far, we have not been successful in securing equal
consideration in our budget proposals with other academic
institutions in the state. Other areas of the Society pro-
gram that are greatly in need of more adequate funding
include our education program, the publication of historical
and archeological studies and a greatly needed expansion
of the present building.

Some of these important needs can be met by an in-
creased number of donations to the Nebraska State His-
torical Society Foundation. This may be done by becoming
a Contributing or Supporting Member, by giving direct and
regular gifts to the tax-exempt Foundation, or through
bequests of property or funds in a will. As of the audit
date on June 30, 1967, the Society Foundation had invest-
ments and assets in the amount of $109,725.55 as com-
pared to a balance of $74,915.38 a year ago. The balance
in 1957 stood at $1,436.55.

This increase of more than 30 percent in Foundation
assets resulted largely from bequests from the late Con-
stance M. Syford and Helen Nance Anderson and from do-
nations to the James L. Sellers and Mamie Meredith Me-
morial Funds. This major increase in the Foundation as-
sets gives every indication that members are interested in
providing such support when our needs are adequately
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known. The Trustees of the Foundation have already com-
pleted some supporting activities from income derived and
an expanded program can be expected in the future.

Qur Society operates through four basic programs:
The Administration section under the immediate super-
vision of the Director, the Museum, the Library and the
Archives. The Library and Archives provide the published
and unpublished books, photographs, and documents from
which all phases of our history may be reconstructed,
while the Museum places a greater emphasis on the collec-
tion and interpretation of tangible objects used by Nebras-
ka people.

MUSEUM

, The Museum program is headed by Wendell Frantz,

a member of our staff since 1964 and Museum Director
since July 1967. As in all areas of the Society, much of the
Museum effort this year reflected the Centennial and the
increased interest in local history. Attendance at the Lin-
coln headquarters totaled 87,019 including 25,665 in 509
organized groups. Attendance at the Fort Robinson Branch
Museum totaled 36,783 and an additional 69,036 persons
visited the Society exhibits at the State Fair. The Chim-
ney Rock Information Center, operated by the Society for
the second year in cooperation with the City of Bayard
and the National Park Service, was visited by some 5,000
travelers..

One of the major projects requiring special effort on
the part of the museum staff was the Nebraska Centen-
nial Exhibits Caravan. This was an official project of the
Nebraska Centennial Commission with the Society serving
as coordinator. The caravan consisted of three specially
constructed 35-foot house trailers with air conditioning
units. Two units were concerned largely with Nebraska
history while the third, prepared under the supervision of
the Joslyn Art Museum of Omaha, contained a special ex-
hibit of Nebraska art.
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Between May 3 and September 23, the Caravan toured
the state, visiting 92 of the 93 counties. The trailers trav-
eled 4,500 miles, stopped at 104 locations and were open
for viewing 117 days. A total of 102,977 visitors toured
the exhibits. Such traveling exhibits can serve an import-
ant educational function, particularly in the rural sections
of western Nebraska where there are a relatively small
number of permanent museums. For example, the Sandhills
town of Brewster, population 44, had a visitation of 492.

The museum art staff prepared some 80 separate ex-
hibits during the year, many of which remained in the
main building. Others were prepared for the traveling ex-
hibits and special displays related to the Centennial over
the state.

One of the services of the museum program is to make
available to the public certain types of material for edu-
cational and research purposes. This year 79 loans of 893
items were provided to the general public. In the museum
educational program, guided tours were provided for 8,-
174 people and films shown to 2,760. In addition, puppet
programs with a Nebraska history theme were performed
by volunteers of the Lincoln Junior League for 3,794 ele-
mentary school children. Five educational kits containing
Indian and pioneer artifacts were loaned on 49 occasions
to social studies teachers. In the past year the Society
continued its cooperative program with Channel 12, Edu-
cational Television. One of the many products resulting
from this effort was the Educational Television Heritage
Series used by many schools in the state. Educational leaf-
lets and a second publication in the Pictorial Heritage ser-
ies, dealing with military forts in the state, were issued. As
evidence of the increased interest in the Society by educa-
tional organizations, Society membership for schools and
libraries now stands at 409 compared to 287 one year ago.

A total of 161 donors contributed 4,609 items to the
Museum collection. As noted previously, one of the major
donations came from the bequest of Helen Nance Ander-
son who willed all personal property including household
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furnishings to the Society. Received were some 1,500 sep-
arate items relating to Governor Albinus Nance, her father,
and fo her husband Walter L. Anderson, a prominent at-
torney, legislator and war veteran.

Reconstruction work at Fort Robinson which started
last year with the excavation of the 1874 Guardhouse was
continued. Work on the Guardhouse has progressed well,
and it will be ready for visitors during the next season. In
addition to the archeological work at Fort Robinson, The
Highway Archeological and Historical Salvage program
was continued with one full time archeologist, Mr. Robert
Gant, carrying out the work. Over 1,000 miles of highway
right-of-way were surveyed and 33 new sites recorded. Lab-
oratory work included the cataloguing of 7,725 artifacts.
Excavations were carried out on a limited scale at 256NC20,
the historic Pawnee village near Genoa, where important
materials were in danger of destruction by road building
activities. Other sites in Keith County which lay in the
path of Interstate 80 were tested and found to relate to
the history of early military and trail travelers. The So-
ciety also served as the host institution for the 24th Annual
Plains Archeological Conference,

LIBRARY

The Library was without the services of a profession-
al librarian for a period following the resignation of Mrs.
Hazel Abbuhl and prior to the addition of the present Li-
brarian, Mrs. Louise Small. Despite this limitation, regu-
lar service was provided to an increased number of pa-
trons. Although statistics are not a full measure of the ser-
vices performed, they do have some value. The reference
section of the Library provided service fo approximately
1,500 persons by direct research, answered 1,302 telephone
calls and replied to 1,468 letters. Some 700 new titles were
catalogued and a total of 436 volumes were bound.

Partially because of the State Centennial, the photo-
graphic section of the library under the immediate super-
vision of Miss Myrtle D. Berry experienced one of its most
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active years. The demand for photographs has been con-
stant and varied. Some uses included the Nebraska Cen-
tennial Pictorial History, Centennial issues for many Ne-
braska newspapers, the Nebraskaland Centennial Issue and
many county and regional histories. The University of Ne-
braska Educational Television drew heavily on Society
publications and photographic collections. Requests were
not restricted to Nebraska. National publishers and com-
mercial firms featuring Nebraska and the Centennial also
made extensive use of the collections during the year.

Major additions to the photographic collection came
from the Helen Nance Anderson bequest, from copy views
of the Omaha area courtesy of the Omaha Public Library,
and from one hundred copy views from the Lloyd Ernst
collection relating to the Kenesaw area.

ARCHIVES

The Archives program was carried on under the su-
pervision of Douglas Bakken, Archivist; and Duane Reed,
Agsistant Archivist. An important achievement was the
completion of the first project sponsored by a grant from
the National Historical Publications Commission. This pro-
gram enabled the papers of J. Sterling Morton, Robert W.
Furnas, Samuel M. Chapman, Samuel Maxwell and the Ne-
braska Farmers’ Alliance to be placed on 116 rolls of mi-
crofilm. Guides to the papers were produced in five printed
pamphlets. The culmination of this two-year project means
that the papers of important Nebraskans may be purchased
by the public, or the microfilm may be obtained through
inter-library loan.

Closely related to this publishing activity was the pro-
duction of the Supplement to the Guide to the Archives and
Manuscripts, June 1966, and in June 1967, a third edition
of the Guide. These printed items were sent throughout Ne-
braska and the nation to inform researchers of the hold-
ings in the Archives. During the past year a number of
significant collections were received, including items re-
lating to Frank B. Morrison, John F. Kinney, Mamie Mere-
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Annual Meeting, left to right Maurice S. Hevelone, president of the Society Foundation; Dean James C,
QOlson, president of the Nebraska State Historical Society; Senator Gale McGee, speaker at the Annual
Meeting; Charles €. Osborne; immediate. past - president of the Society.




Annual Meeting of the Society held at Lincoln, September 23, 1967
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Nebraska Centennial Exhibits Caravan.
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One of many special exhibits completed during the year.



More than thirty historical markers were dedicated by the
Historical L.and Mark Council.



Researchers in Nebraska history utilize the microfilm records.
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dith, Mari Sandoz, numerous church records, and records
of the Tax Commissioner, Secretary of State and the De-
partment of Health.

Guides to collections and acquiring records are but a
part of Archival activities, and the staff continued to pro-
cess and arrange collections and to service all of the ma-
terial in our holdings. Centennial activities led many Ne-
braskans to pose questions for the staff, and the Archivist
corresponded with 430 patrons. The Newspaper Room had
2,485 researchers, which was a substantial increase over ten
years ago when 1,251 people used the microfilm.

A significant part of the work in this department is
the microfilming of newspapers, and some of the titles
produced included the Stromsburg Headlight, Alliance
Times-Herald, Cherry County News, Hickman Enterprise
and the Hastings Daily Republican. Publishers of these
newspapers as well as those in Holdrege, Geneva, Exeter,
Fairbury, and Ashland cooperated with the Society by loan-
ing issues not in our files. An increasingly important as-
pect of the microfilming program has been the emphasis
given to making positive copies, and during the year 1,238
such reels were added to the shelves, The total number of
reels climbed from 10,491 in 1966 to the present figure of
11,1380, of which 9,812 are devoted to newspapers and 1,318
to manuscripts.

There are many other figures that might be cited of
the increased work load at the Society during the past
year. Nebraska, as never before, is becoming conscious of
its historical heritage. We believe that we have been re-
sponsible in part for this new appreciation of our histori-
cal resources. With adequate support your Society can con-
tinue to serve and provide such leadership.

I would like to pay tribute to a most able staff. Pro-
gress noted in this report would not have been possible
without their dedicated service. Your Executive Board, un-
der the leadership of President Charles C. Osborne, has de-
voted much time during this year to the guidance of your
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Society. We have been fortunate in past years and at the
present time in the able service and leadership provided by
distinguished Nebraskans to the welfare of the Society.
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