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Article Summary: Better known as a Wild West showman and partner of Buffalo Bill Cody, DF Powell served as 
contract surgeon at Fort McPherson from 1873 to 1874.  Letters that he wrote for newspaper publication at the time 
provide colorful details about military expeditions. 
 
 

Cataloging Information: 
 

Names: David Franklin (White Beaver) Powell, William Frederick (Buffalo Bill) Cody 
 
Place Names: Fort McPherson, Massacre Canyon, Fort Robinson 
 
Keywords: David Franklin (White Beaver) Powell, William Frederick (Buffalo Bill) Cody, Cut-off Oglala, 
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Photographs / Images: Fort McPherson in the early 1870s (photo by Charles Hendry, a soldier at the fort); Dr 
David Franklin Powell with William F Cody; Cody in showman’s garb about 1873; Scout Leon F Pallardie in 1868 
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