
 
 
Nebraska History posts materials online for your personal use. Please remember that the contents of 
Nebraska History are copyrighted by the Nebraska State Historical Society (except for materials credited to 
other institutions). The NSHS retains its copyrights even to materials it posts on the web.  
 
For permission to re-use materials or for photo ordering information, please see: 

http://www.nebraskahistory.org/magazine/permission.htm 
 
Nebraska State Historical Society members receive four issues of Nebraska History and four issues of 
Nebraska History News annually.  For membership information, see:  
 http://nebraskahistory.org/admin/members/index.htm 

 
Article Title: John F Lenger: Music Man Among the Santee 
 
Full Citation: James H Howard, “John F Lenger: Music Man Among the Santee,” Nebraska History 53 (1972): 
194-215 
 
URL of article: http://www.nebraskahistory.org/publish/publicat/history/full-text/NH1972JohnFLenger.pdf 
Date: 1/20/2012  
 
Article Summary: Lenger was one of several music men who provided a civilizing influence on the frontier.  Best 
known as the leader of a Santee Sioux band, Lenger performed in an Indian costume decorated with late 
nineteenth-century Santee Dakota beadwork.  The article includes detailed photographs and analysis of the 
costume.  
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Names: John F Lenger, Achille La Guardia, Vinatieri 
 
Place Names: Niobrara 
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Photographs / Images: Lenger in the Indian costume he wore while leading his famous Santee Sioux band (Plate 1); 
Lenger’s personal letterhead; front of Lenger’s beaded coat (Plate 2);  back of the beaded coat (Plate 3); trousers of 
the costume (Plate 4); Lenger’s Santee shoulder bag ( Plate 5); front of the vest (Plate 6); back of the vest (Plate 7); 
beaded hatband (?) and moccasins of the costume (Plate 8) 
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