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Article Summary: This article presents letters of the Willa Cather family illustrating the role of extended family on
the frontier. The Cather family was important in the history of Webster County beyond the fame of author Willa
Cather. These letters had only come to light after the death of their owner, Retta (Ayre) Miner in 1951.

Cataloging Information:

Names: William Cather, Caroline Smith, George P Cather, Charles F Cather, Alverna Cather, Virginia Cather,
Franc Smith, Jennie Boak, Webb Clutter, Francis E Payne, John G Ayre, Alfretta Ayre, Wilella Payne, Kyd
Clutter, Jennie Boak, Franc Smith, Carrie Cather, Blanche Cather, G P Cather, Frank Cather, Oscar Edward Cather,
Willa Cather, Roscoe Cather, Douglass Cather, Jessica Cather, James Cather, Elsie Cather, John Cather

Place Names: Frederick County, Virginia; Red Cloud, Nebraska; Webster County, Nebraska; Catherton Township,
Nebraska; Little Blue River, Nebraska; Republican River, Nebraska; Bladen, Nebraska; Lincoln, Nebraska; Cooper
County, Missouri; Britton, South Dakota; Torrington, Wyoming; Grand Forks, North Dakota; Billings, Montana;

Photographs / Images: William and Caroline Cather; Retta (Ayre) Miner and baby, 1897, the baby became owner
of the Cather family letters; G P Cather, Blanche Cather, Carrie Cather, Wilella Payne, just after 1895; William
Cather’s Red Cloud home between 1884 and 1896; Kyd Clutter on horseback about 1895; George P Cather in
1921; Franc Cather around World War I; George P Cather home south of Bladen; Oscar and Frank Cather about
1895
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