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Article Summary:  Young Captain Walter Reed spent only ten months at Fort Sidney, but his experience in 

Nebraska with patients suffering from infectious diseases was the foundation for his famous work in bacteriology. 

The unusually detailed medical records that he created as assistant surgeon demonstrate his awareness of the link 

between post sanitary conditions and disease. 

 

Cataloging Information: 

 

Names: Walter Reed, James Peleg Kimball, William James Wakeman 

 

Patients Treated at Fort Sidney, 1883-1884: William E Bundy, Jacob Darmstadt, Columba McCaura, James 

Hawkins, James Anderson Buchanan, Edward C Updegraff, Thomas Dowden, John C Evans, Marion 

Kirby,William Findlay Drum, Peter Till, Lewis Cass Hunt, Matthew Nolan, Charles Stanton, Lie Wanger, Julius 

Fuerst, Thomas Donaldson  

 

Place Names: Fort Sidney (formerly Sidney Barracks), Lodgepole Creek, Jefferson Barracks (near St. Louis, 

Missouri), Fort Robinson 

 

Keywords: Walter Reed, Fort Sidney, yellow fever, erysipelas, typhoid fever, bacteriology 

 

Photographs / Images: plan of Sidney Barracks, Nebraska, 1871; Captain Walter Reed; Bachelor Officers’ 

Quarters, built in 1884; soldiers from Fort Sidney at Camp Conrad in August, 1893; some of the officers assigned 

to the 21
st
 Infantry in 1884, photographed at Fort Sidney 
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