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Article Summary: Omaha Indians led by Joseph La Flesche built a village on reservation land in northeastern 

Nebraska in 1856-1857.  The sod or timber houses constructed there formed a “make-believe white man’s village” 

that existed for about twenty years and was the home of many Indian leaders. 
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Names: Henry Fontanelle, Wa-non-ku-ge (Old Noise), Joseph La Flesche, Big Elk, Alice C. Fletcher 

 

Place Names: Ponca 
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Photographs / Images: sketch of the Make-Believe White Man’s Village in Knox County about 1860 with a list 

identifying the houses’ owners, inset photo of Joseph La Flesche 
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