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““To Make a Good Product Better’’:
The Fairmont Creamery Company, 1884-1984

By Janet Jeffries Spencer

The Fairmont Creamery Company was incorporated March
29, 1884, in Fairmont, then the trading center of northern
Fillmore County. The company was founded for the produc-
tion and sale of butter, eggs, and poultry by Wallace Wheeler,
an implement dealer, and Joseph H. Rushton, a Fairmont at-
torney. Local townspeople and farmers owned the remainder
of the $5,000 total stock.!

During 1884 and 1885 the creamery operated only in the
summer months due to a lack of raw materials. However, the
company was soon a profitable enterprise for its stockholders.
During this early period drivers made daily rounds to farmers,
picking up milk and delivering it to the creamery. The pro-
ducer was paid monthly for the cream skimmed from this
milk. Later on, Fairmont provided skimming stations where
the producer brought his milk to be separated by a large power
separator. The farmer then left the cream at the station and
hauled the skim milk home, often to be used for hog food.
When hand separators were introduced in Nebraska about
1900, the skimming stations were no longer needed. Farmers
separated their own cream at home. Fairmont provided
separators to patrons on contract, and the company withheld
part of each month’s cream check to apply to the purchase.?

The Fairmont Creamery Company’s first product was but-
ter. Edgar F. Howe came to Fairmont as a butter maker in
1886. During this first year Howe was responsible for all
operations at the creamery, from firing the boiler at 5 a.m. to
meeting and recording the activities of the cream route driver
after 6 p.m. It was under Howe’s able direction that the com-
pany began to expand and gain nationwide recognition. In
1888 Howe supervised the production of 210,000 pounds of
butter. During the next seven years six plants were started by
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