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Avrticle Summary: The Josiah B Gillespie family of six moved by wagon train and horseback from their home at
Coxville, near Chadron, Nebraska, to west-central Oklahoma in 1899. Gillespie, 49, a horse fancier and celebrity of
sorts as winner of the Chadron-Chicago horse race of 1893, also drove a herd of over 50 horses to Oklahoma. Anna
Eliza Cook Gillespie, the 48-year old wife of Josiah, cared for the domestic family needs while on the road, shared
deriving duties, and kept a journal during the 50-day, 700-mile overland trip across three states. This is her journal.
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Josiah B "Joe" Gillespie, Anna Eliza Cook Gillespie, Mrs Skeets, Will Phillips, Jerry Leanning, Jules
Sandoz, Bartlett Richards, Billy Schafer, Harry Gillespie, Lewis C "Mose" Gillespie, Raymond C "Jake"
Gillespie, Violet Gillespie (later Mrs Alfred Comer), Joseph V "Duff" Gillespie; Mrs And, Troy Hale,
Tom Ryan, Jim Tarlow, Grace Gillespie, Mim family, Jim Gillespie, Herman Smith, Abraham L Cook,
Kenneth Cook, Jim Wilson, Amos Harris, Mr Utsler, Mr Harbaugh, Beri Vance (Minnie Cook)

Names of those making the trip were:
-Parents, Josiah Gillespie (1850-1933), Anna Gillespie (1851-1933); children, Lewis C. (1876-1958),
Raymond C. (1873-1945), Violet (later Mrs. Alfred Comer) (1890-1954), Joseph V. (1892-1961).
-Other riders were Josiah's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Gillespie, Ord, who traveled the Ord-Grand
Island segment of the trip; Anna's father, Abraham L. Cook, and brother, Kenneth, who rode from about
the Superior area to Oklahoma; and others, including a "Billy," who cannot be identified. Wayne Comer,
Moscow, Kansas, to Nebraska State Historical Society, July 28,1984; David L. Gillespie, Placerville,
California, to W. A. Woodward, Chadron, Nebraska, May 13, 1982.
-One son, Harry A. (1872-1949), had moved to Wyoming before his parents resettled in Oklahoma.

Place Names: Because this journal covered a 700-mile overland journey, the indexer has decided not to try to cover
each place name in the indexing. However, the OCR readable format in which the article is printed should produce
reasonable coverage of the place names.

Photographs / Images: Route Map of the Josiah Gillespie Family, 1899, from Coxville, Nebraska, to Fay,
Oklahoma; Joe b Gillespie of Coxville, Nebraska and Charles Smith of Hot Springs, South Dakota, both entrants in
the 1893 Chadron-Chicago Horse Race, promoted by William F (Buffalo Bill) Cody; Nuckolls County Courthouse,
Nelson, built in 1890, is in use today. The Gillespies camped near the courthouse grounds; Amos Harris and wife.
The Gillespies visited his cow camp in the Loup Valley. Courtesy of Mrs. Mark Tolen,Ord.









Anna Gillespie 347

visit to a corn field and a too free indulgence in green corn.
The boys are unpacking the wagons haphazardly, with the
result that the things most needed are at the bottom of the
wagons. Well, I feel as if I had said goodbye to old Dawes
County with the debts and discouragements, its hot winds,
drouths, and hard times generally, and I intend to begin a new
life.9 If only I had Harry with me. Poor Harry [a son in
Wyoming]; will I ever see him again?

[The page with entries of August 21-22 is missing. ]

August 23, 1899—We passed Mud lakel® this morning. The
lake is not as large as when I saw it last, but it is still a pretty
lake. We camped at noon right in a man’s dooryard. Joe [her
husband] is fast adopting the manners of the average mover. I
forsee that he will have to be sat down on, and I shall do the
matter pretty effectually the next time he camps in a man’s
dooryard.

Thursday, August 24, 1899—We have been on the road just
one week to a day. The little sick colt died last night. It was a
very cold night. Cold enough to frost, but no, I didn’t get up
until long after the sun came up, so I do not know if it frosted
or not. We passed the Falls [of the Loup River] this morning.1!
It looked so familiar that I turned, half expecting to see the
Figure 4 Ranch house,!2 and the group of girls from Lincoln;
but the work of man changes and decays. The works of nature
only endure. We camped at noon on the Loup, and will re-
main in camp the rest of the day to let the horses feed.

August 25, 1899—We came over some of the roughest roads
I ever saw this morning. In fact, there was little or no road at
all—nothing but cow paths. We crossed the Loup twice. Joe
had one of his grumbling spells. It must do man good to grum-
ble at what he cannot help. At least I know they avail
themselves of [it] every opportunity. I shall ride in the spring
wagon until the atmosphere clears a little. (Evening) We have
camped for night on the Loup and are close to the bridge. I am
afraid to tell how many grouse we had tonight. All is serene
again. We have a fire ready for breakfast. Jake’s gun is a great
help in the way of providing meat to eat. We are all pretty
tired of fish. The lame horse is improving. We crossed the
Loup five times today.13
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Wednesday, August 30, 1899—The gnats and mosquitoes
did their best last night to make life a burden. We are obliged
to put the horses on the other side of the river to keep them out
of the corn fields. Two boys came to our camp last night. One
of them proved to be a nephew of Mrs. And. We passed Nigger
Amos’15 camp this morning and left the lame horse with him to
take down in the Fall (if he lives). Amos rode with us until
noon and ate dinner with us. We left cornfields behind
sometime after dinner and there did not seem to be anything
raised from there to Brewster: neither hay, corn, or cattle.
There were many sod houses. The boys were determined to
make Brewster to camp at night, and as a consequence, we got
caught in a bad thunderstorm and could not get any supper.
We ate some crackers and cheese and went to bed.

Thursday, August 31, 1899—It rained all night and
everything was wet and disagreeable. This is some of [the]
romance of traveling. We are well provided with rubber
blankets and shakers but as usual they could not be found. We
are going to move on this morning, although it is still raining.
The getting of wood is likely to be problem. We passed
through Brewster this morning. Joe met Troy Hale there.
Brewster has grown some in 14 years and is quite a town. It is
the county seat of Blaine County. We are again camped on the
Loup for dinner. Mose has just thrown a branch of Sumac in
the wagon. I did not know that it grew in Nebraska. Well, it
has stopped raining. I hope it will stay cloudy and cool this
afternoon. We are making good time, now that we have left
the lame colt.

Friday, September 1, 1899—We crossed the river last night,
but the sand was so heavy that Joe thought we had better cross
over again. We crossed at Athneria [Almeria, Loup County].
This country is irrigated and corn is good. We passed some fine
groves. We camped at noon by the side of a splendid willow
fence. The farmers seem to be pretty well off and have good
buildings. (Evening) We are again camped on the Loup. Last
night we passed some more fine groves. We drove for quite
awhile through an avenue of trees. We passed Taylor [county
seat of Loup County] this evening. It has grown and is quite a
nice town. One thing I notice—the people seem to know
enough to attend strictly to their own business and do not stare
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and surround the wagons as if we were some wild animals on
exhibition. I like the appearance of the country, especially the
fine groves. The farmers seem prosperous and have some very
fine farm houses and barns.

Saturday, September 2, 1899—One of the little colts is sick
this morning, and we are afraid it cannot travel. Last night
was very windy, and this morning it is cold. We have much
cooler weather since we started south than we had in Dawes
county. The little colt died after we started. It is almost im-
possible to save them after they get sick. We passed through
Burwell at noon and camped on the Loup by the bridge for
dinner and concluded to remain in camp the rest of the day. I
took advantage of the halt to do some washing. There has been
a continual stream of visitors today. Many of the old settlers
are still here. Crops are very poor in this section this year. We
heard today that Tom Ryan had been shot and killed by
George Coyle.16

Sunday, September 3, 1899—It rained last night and still
threatens to begin this morning, and contrary to our usual
custom, we have concluded to move on, as there is not much
grazing ground for the horses. It still looks very much like a
rainy day. Well, a rainy day would be a novelty to us denizens
of drought-stricken Dawes County. We stopped at a house this
morning and got a Dawes County paper. Tom Ryan was killed
as we heard. We met quite a number of Dawes County [peo-
ple] in this [Garfield or Valley] County. We met Jim Tarlow
[family friend] at noon. He does not look much older. He
seemed glad to see us. We are camped for dinner on the Loup
in high grass. We intend to drive below Ord this afternoon and
camp for the night.

Monday, September 4, 1899—We camped for the night last
night about four miles below Ord in an irrigating ditch. We
passed through Ord in the afternoon. I experienced my first
home-sick feeling when we passed through the town. I could
hardly believe it was Ord at all; such a dilapidated town. No
nice yards or shade trees; great holes in the sidewalks. I do not
think the population very enterprising. Chadron is an honor to
the country, compared with Ord. There are no crops worth
mentioning here. Dry weather has ruined everything. We
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Nuckolls County Courthouse, Nelson, built in 1890, is in use today. The
Gillespies camped near the courthouse grounds.

Amos Harris and wife. The
Gillespies visited his cow camp in the

Loup Valley. Courtesy of Mrs. Mark
Tolen, Ord.
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gale all morning, so I could not see much of the country. The
soil is a red color and there does not seem to be much farming
done. We passed some large pastures full of fine cattle. The
buildings do not seem to indicate much prosperity. There is
a country store and P.O. near where we camped. We are near
the [Reno-Kingman] County line. We passed through
Kingman at sunset and camped for Sunday. We hired pasture
$1.50 to use until Monday morning. Kingman is a nice big
town on the [Ninnescah] River. We are camped in a little
ravine south of town.

Sunday, October 1, 1899—The wind blew a gale all day,
and it was very disagreeable remaining in camp. I tried to
write, but the wind rocked the wagon so that it was next to im-
possible. We had all the peaches we wanted. There was a big
orchard near camp, and the people told us to help ourselves. I
am beginning to want to know what is going on in the outside
world. I have seen only one newspaper since we left Grand

Island. I hope there will be a bushel of letters waiting for me at
Enid [Oklahoma].

Monday, October 2, 1899—We broke camp this morning
rather late and drove all forenoon through a country
which reminded me of the country near Crawford [town west
of Chadron, near Pine Ridge]. This is a stock country, and
there is plenty of open country to hold the horses. We are
camped for noon on the Chikaskia River south of a little town
called Reaga? [Rago]. Four covered wagons have just passed
us going south.

Tuesday, October 3, 1899—Today will probably see us out
of Kansas. We had a good camping place last night, but had
to night herd. This morning is cold windy. We are getting an
early start. A couple of little boys showed us where to camp
and then came and showed us the way to the creek to water
the horses. Kansas people are so clever. We had a terrible drive
the forenoon. Red dust was an inch thick over everything.24
We camped at noon on a little creek south of Anthony. The
water is so salty that we could not use it. The opening of the
salt mines had ruined all but [the] well in town. We saw the
big salt drying house.25 Billy’s horse fell with him and almost
broke his leg. We camped at a little rough whiskey town just
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Thursday, October 12, 1899—Very windy this morning.

We crossed the Cimarron River and are now

in old

Oklahoma.2” We will get to [Beri] Vance’s tonight if nothing

happens. (End of Journal)

[Mrs. Beri Vance, formerly Minnie Cook, was a sister of An-
na Gillespie. After visiting the Vances in Hitchcock the
Gillespies moved on to Kingfisher and later to Fay. On open
pages at the back of the journal, Anna Gillespie later added
the following itemized family expenses.28]

Expenses for March, 1901

Taxess Sy a B e S $12.00
Blacksmith tools......... 25.00
Song book. ..« vw i v 25
Feed d v ve s oot L s 90
ROPE. ;s vm a6 mw 0w ks 1.00
Sunday School

collection ... sikqscssmss 87

GardenSeeds ............ 2.29
Repairs for Harness . ........ 75
Horsefeed and Meal . . . . ... .. 90
Cloffes il 0 St o5 40
Sugar..................... 25
ONETAlTS. - o i s dtis s 8 s ot s 50

Expenses in 1901
on the Children

Mose

Watch................. $1.50
) 70] - PR, Ll 2.50
Callars s .. ouneiness cnnrng 25
2Speakers................. 35
Underclothes .............. 60
MOBEYE 005 ;w5 i sabarapigmnms 2.45
Jake

Buggie Whip ........... $ .20
Barbher Bill™ . o ei s aliaw el 60
SHOES oy s % o SRy o 2.50
MONEY 5 otssis wotoeraait vss sgedsss 2.00

Speakers .................. 20

Duff and Violet

SHOES . & o ows oo vs o smims o $1.20
StOCKINGES .o vo v o orwin oo o 35
Miarhless . s s o vt 55 5 edn b s 10
PencilSe : vo: vosnpusmmsaes's s 04
Calico.................... 14
Tablebistrys s et andi sok 10
BrUibtons: . e arsbell; £ v cobpentl 05
Eandynon Sa 5 SNe Y SR 05
REATCTE, =c ki et et e e 30
QROBS! - o sussind sub s + iebons 1.50
Rilibotit . oom: temnd amuniete s o 06
Fatrmetion W & W _vlieed 561 4 25
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Due to poor economic conditions and drouth, which caused a loss of population,
another creamery at Chadron suspended that summer. Dawes County Journal
(Chadron), July 21, August 11, 18, 1899.

7. Grayson Post Office existed from 1889-1928. Jules Sandoz was its postmaster in
1899. It changed locations as postmasters changed living quarters. It would have been
in Minnetonka or East Mirage Township of Sheridan County. Letter W. A. Wood-
ward to Nebraska State Historical Society, September 25, 1982; Elton A. Perkey,
Perkey’s Place Names (Lincoln: Nebraska State Historical Society, 1982), p. 178-181.

Sandoz was made famous in the historical fiction of his daughter, Mari Sandoz. A
post office named Sandoz operated in the Niobrara Valley about 20 miles southeast of
Hay Springs from 1885-1895.

8. Bartlett Richards, then Nebraska’s most widely known cattleman, by 1899 had
extended the Greater Spade Ranch to include the ruggedest of the Sandhills. Its range
extended from Ellsworth on the Burlington Railroad northward toward the Niobrara
River, most of it public domain. The Gillespie route cut southeast from the Niobrara
across the upper Richards range, the C-Bar and Overton sub-ranches, on the divide
between the Niobrara and North Loup. Rude shelter for workers, fences, windmills,
tanks, trails, and telephone lines were found throughout the Spade Ranch by 1899. See
Ruth Van Ackeren-Bartlett Richards Jr., Bartlett Richards, Nebraska Sandhills Cat-
tleman (Lincoln: Nebraska State Historical Society, 1980), a comprehensive study of
the Sandhill ranges of the 1890-1910 period. The book won the 1981 Western Heritage
Award for non-fiction.

9. During the 1890s northwest Nebraska—and the High Plains generally—drouth
and depression drove thousands of Nebraskans to the areas of greater moisture to the
east. Newspaper publishers, whose boosterism never admitted the worst, often chided
the “quitters” who searched for greener pastures. The Dawes County Journal
(Chadron), August 11, 1899, commented on the “lady who. . .moved. . .in the direc-
tion of fruit culture” but wrote back ruing her decision. Another contrite deserter
wrote back, “Don’t buy fruit farms in Arkansas.” The Gillespies were moving to a sec-
tion of Oklahoma not much different in its agricultural potential from Dawes County.

10. Mud Lake is not shown on current maps. It must have been one of the small
Sandhills lakes on the upland in Cherry County.

11. Big Falls on the North Loup northwest of Mullen is “moving upstream.” The last
move was sudden; the old falls crumbled and a stretch of rapids formed upstream.
Then the rapids washed out and exposed new falls—all in little more than a week.
Nebraskaland Magazine’s Nebraska Rivers (Lincoln: Nebraska Game and Parks Com-
mission, 1983). J

12. The diarist found the area near the Falls resembled that of the Figure 4 Ranch.
In An Early History of Cherry County, page 21, author C. S. Reese locates the Figure
4 in mid-Sheridan County near the headwaters of the Snake. The Figure 4 Ranch
house, an extra good structure for the time, was well known for its Brussels carpets.
The owners were easterners. W. A. Woodward, Chadron, to Nebraska State Historical
Society, September 25, 1982; Letter, Ruth Van Ackeren, Omaha, to Nebraska State
Historical Seciety, May 5, 1982.

13. The North Loup River, alternately hugging the sides of the narrow valley, made
it necessary for the trail to cross the stream repeatedly.

14. Brownlee is know for the Negro settlement which appeared in Cherry County
after the Kinkaid Act (1904). When the Gillespies were here in 1899, isolated Negroes
were in the area, usually in the employ of ranchers or railroads. Between 1908 and
1912 “more than 79 claims” were filed by blacks beginning “ten miles northwest of
Brownlee and extending up the North Loup River for fifteen miles.” C. S. Reese, An
Early History of Cherry County (Simeon, Nebraska, 1945), pp. 93-94.

15. This was an Amos Harris cattle camp. A familiar figure in North-Central
Nebraska, Harris at various times ranged cattle “all the way from Crawford to
O’Neill,” usually in the employ of others. A View of the Valley (Ord, Nebraska, 1973),
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