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A NEBRASKA CAVALRYMAN

IN DIXIE:

THE LETTERS OF MART

Edited by James E. Potter

INTRODUCTION
On March 11, 1862, two companies
of the Curtis Horse cavalry charged

Martin Stowell, (NSHS-P853)

through the small hamlet of Paris,
Tennessee, to disperse rebels engaged
in conscripting men for the Confeder-
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ate army. Just outside of town, the
Union troopers ran into a large force of
Confederates waiting in ambush. Af-
ter a thirty-minute fight, the bloodied
Yankees withdrew.! Killed in the skir-
mish was Sergeant Major Martin
Stowell of Peru, Nebraska Territory,
one of about 220 Nebraskans who
served in the regiment first known as
the Curtis Horse, and later as the Fifth
Iowa Cavalry. Before his death Stowell
wrote a series of letters deseribing his
army experiences to Brownville news-
paperman Robert W. Furnas, who
printed them in the Nebraska Adver-
tiser.

Stowell was born January 20, 1824,
in Wales, Massachusetts; by 1846 he
was a shoemaker in nearby Warren.
He married Eliza Ann Ward of Worces-
ter on November 26, 1847. As a mem-
ber of the Congregational Church of
Worcester, Stowell came under the in-
fluence of prominent New England
abolitionists, particularly the Rever-
endThomas W. Higginson. In the early
1850s he participated in several "res-
cues" of runaway slaves, who had been
arrested under the fugitive slave law.
In 1854 Stowell was jailed briefly for
his part in a mob's assault on the Bos-
ton courthouse to free an incarcerated
former slave named Anthony Burns.?

Stowell's role in the slave rescues
was only the beginning of his career as

James E. Potteris historian at the Nebraska
State Historical Society and editor of
Nebraska History.
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apolitical activist. He lectured to raise
funds for the New England Emigrant
Aid Company, which was sending free
soil emigrants to "Bleeding Kansas,"
where the abolition and pro-slavery
forces were engagedin abloody struggle
for political supremacy.” In late sum-
mer 1856 Stowell led a party of New
Englanders to Kansas to found the
town of Lexington.*

By October 1856 Stowell had been
forced to flee Kansas and was in Ne-
braska City, Nebraska Territory. Ac-
cording to his detractors, Stowell had
"engaged in plundering and stealing”
to "beat the Missourians or border ruf-
fians at their own game," and the pro-
slavery forces put a price on his head.?
Stowell justified his actions as neces-
sary to protect "the virgin soil of Kan-
sas from the wilting curse of slavery."®
From Nebraska City Stowell served as
fiscal agent for the Emigrant Aid Com-
pany, receiving funds from the
company's donors in Massachusetts
and procuring supplies to be sent to
the free-soil settlers in Kansas.” He
soon moved to Peruin Nemaha County,
where he took a pre-emption claim on
160 acres.

Although Stowell had removed him-
selffromthe slaverybattles in Kansas,
he soon became embroiledin the politi-
cal wars in Nebraska Territory. A fi-
nancial partnership with Samuel G.
Daily of Peru turned sour and led to a
falling out over what Stowell termed
Daily's "short sighted rascality."® En-
mity between the two men resurfaced
when Daily sought election on the Re-
publican ticket as territorial delegate
to Congress in 1859.

Stowell had supported John C. Fre-
mont for president in 1856, and joined
Nebraska's fledgling Republican Party,
but his grudge against Daily proved
stronger than party loyalty. Soon after
Daily was nominated at the Republi-
cans' Bellevue convention in August
1859, Stowell announced his own can-
didacy for delegate.’

Stowell's candidacy, seen locally
merely as a stratagem to damage
Daily's campaign, was roundly criti-
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Mrs. Martin Stowell. (NSHS-P853)

cized by the Nemaha County Republi-
can press. Leading Peru Republicans
publicly censured Stowell as "a suspi-
cious and dangerous man in the county"
and charged that his candidacy was
supported financially by the Demo-
crats, whose nominee was Experience
Estabrook.!®

The 1859 delegate election occurred
amid charges of fraud on both sides
and though Estabrook was declared
the winner by the Democratic canvass-
ing board, Daily was seated by the
Republican U.S. House of Representa-
tives, which threw out disputed
Estabrook votes. Stowell's efforts had
no discernible effect on the election,
except to keep alive the bad blood be-
tween him and Daily.

In the fall of 1860 Daily ran for
reelection and Stowell again took the
stump against his fellow townsman.
As before, the Republican newspapers
endorsed Daily and when Stowell pub-
lished an anti-Daily broadsheet he
styled The Peru Times Extra, Nemaha
County Republicans read Stowell out
of the party.! Following another con-
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tested election Daily was again seated
as delegate by the House.™

The 1860 election marked the end of
Martin Stowell's brief and stormy po-
litical career. His family had joined
him in Nebraska and he turned his
attention to making a home for them
on his claim near Peru. As war clouds
gathered, Stowell tried to rouse his
fellow Nebraskans to their responsi-
bilities as citizens and patriots. In
March 1861 he helped organize a vol-
unteer military company in Nemaha
City. He delivered a stirring address,
which "was a very close and pertinent
review of the design of those who would
overthrow the government and at the
close, he warmly urged upon our citi-
zens the necessity of organizing a com-
pany to protect our homes and prop-
erty."?

When Abraham Lincoln called for
volunteers following the April 12 fir-
ing on Fort Sumter, hundreds of Ne-
braskans responded. Most enlisted in
the First Nebraska Volunteer Infan-
try, which embarked for Missouri in
July 1861. On August 22, the Nebraska
Advertiser reported that two cavalry
companies were to be formed.

Although Stowell had barely gotten
his wife and two small daughters

settled in Nebraska and was working
hard to turn his raw quarter section
into a farm, the thirty-seven-year-old
Stowell felt compelled to fight for the
cause to which he had devoted so much
of his life. On September 19 he was
among several Nemaha County men
whojoined acavalry company recruited
by Lieutenant Alfred Matthias of Ne-
braska City. Stowell was appointed
first sergeant.'* Eliza Stowell and his
daughters, Emma and Ida, were sent
back to Warren, Massachusetts, never
to return to Nebraska.

The Nemaha County recruits were
eventually assigned to the Curtis
Horse, a polyglot unit composed of men
from Nebraska, lowa, Minnesota, and
Missouri. The "Nebraska Battalion,"
consisting of Companies A, B, C, and
D, was recruited at Omaha and Ne-
braska City and included Nebraskans
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from counties along the Missouri River,
and Iowans from Page and Mills coun-
ties. Many of the regimental officers
were Nebraska men.

The Curtis Horse was organized at
Benton Barracks near St. Louis on
December 20, 1861, by order of Briga-
dier General Samuel Curtis. The regi-
ment bore Curtis's name until June 25,
1862, when it was designated the Fifth
Iowa Cavalry. The Fifth Iowa Cavalry,
still containing many Nebraskans
within its ranks, served throughout
the war and was at Macon, Georgia,
when hostilities ended in 1865.'

Stowell began writing to the Ne-
braska Advertiser soon after the as yet
unmounted Nebraska cavalry began
its trek from Omaha to Keokuk, Iowa.
His letters appear here as published,
with punctuation added for clarity. The
editor's explanatory comments appear
initalic. The first letter deals with the
experiences of raw troops as they were
sent off to war untrained and ill-
equipped.'¢

THE LETTERS
Lewis [Ia.], Oct. 16 [1861]
R. W. Furnas, Dear Sir:

We left Omaha Saturday at noon,
crossed the river and camped at Coun-
cil Bluffs Saturday evening. An hour
or so after, Lieut. Kelsey [William
Kelsay] shot a man in town (Council
Bluffs) by the name of Chapman. A
personal matter was the cause, grow-
ing out of a law suit, divorce case, a
child, and etc. I am not fully posted in
regard to the facts, and shall express
no opinion about the entire matter,
presuming it will be fully investigated.!’

Weleft Council Bluffs Sunday morn-
ing for Eddyville and expect to take to
the cars there in 15 or 20 days for
Keokuk. We have three teams to carry
our baggage (for our company), sick,
and provisions. Other companies have
a like number. Our company has 86
enlisted men and 3 officers and new
men are joining every day. We can take
today 11 more. I am informed that
there is no other full company in the
squadron. It is certain, at our roll calls

and in the march, our company is one-
third greater than either of the others.
We have an excellent company - I do
not say so because it is the fashion in
such cases, but because it is a fact —
morally,intellectually, and physically
. ... I hope our men may preserve the
eminence they have thus far had, and
make it felt in the decisive form. ...

Wefeel deeply mortified at the seem-
ing necessity of going through Iowa.
We all wanted to go by way of
Brownvilleor Rock Port to St. Joseph.®
Perhaps it is best. I have much to say
but there is no time for me to write
now. There are some things we deeply
regret; not of a personal character, for
all these things are now thrown aside
for the general cause. I pity the reputa-
tion some men in high position among
us are securing to themselves. They
seem to forget that there is a future, or
that "God is Just."

There are perhaps eighty or ninety
horses in the squadron; nine-tenths of
which are in Captain Patrick's com-
pany. I believe all his company have
horses while most of companies B and
C are on foot. l have a fine, large, white
horse and have no reason to complain
personally, but I feel deeply any par-
tiality among men of equal merit.!® I
desire no change for myself, I occupy
the best position I could to become
acquainted with the company and
squadron, and the nature of all the
duties of the service in the squadron. I
feel glad that the men of our company
came in as patriots and not as office
seekers. ...

I feel a little proud for Nemaha
County, not only on account of the
numbers, but also of the character of
the men. You can easily judge the posi-
tion when I say our men have nearly
half the officers in the company, aside
from the commissioned officers, and
there seems to be a universal feeling
that our men ought to have one of
those. As the "greatest good to the
greatest number” is the true theory,
although it may not suit one or two as
well just at the moment, I am satisfied
itis the safest and best way in the long
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run. There is no growling among us to
speak of, all are cheerful, and appar-
ently happy. Welive like fighting cocks.
Our rations are ample and good. Nine-
tenths of people at home live poorer
than we do.

The quartermaster is still buying
horses. Not being able to speak offi-
cially, I will say nothing about the way
some things are managed. I would pre-
fer the position of a private with his
honorable prospects to the higher posi-
tion of some others with their future
prospects, if justice is done to all as I
believe it will be.

I send you herewith a list of the
members of our company, except a few
who have joined us recently. C. H.
[Clarence] Gibbons' name I see was
omitted, accidentally I suppose. He
ranks a sergeant, next after the quar-
termaster . . . .

Eddyville, Iowa,
Sunday, October 27, 1861

Weleft Omaha [Stowell means Roch-
ester, IA] Saturday at 12M for this
place and reached here about one
o'clock today. When we started, wehad
seven on the sick list; now we have but
two, and both of these eat their rations.
But it is not prudent to put them on
duty just yet. Our men stood the march
well. We have no sick among our
Nemaha men. All are in good spirits
and fill their places in the company
and squadron with honor to them-
selves, the Territory, and their own
county.

Itis seldom I find a spare moment to
write to any one and hope our friends
in Nebraska may learn through your
paper how we are progressing. We are
toleave here tomorrow morning (Mon-
day) at 7 o'clock. There are 87 enlisted
men in our company and three com-
missioned officers, making ninety in
all. There is now no question about our
being thelargest companyin the squad-
ron; and for drill, integrity, efficiency,
and reliability, are acknowledged by
all, high or low, to be second to no other
company in the squadron. The first
two, A and B, have the horses. We, C,
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have but four horses, besides those
belonging to the officers, and two of
those were furnished for your humble
servant . ...

We have good tents, provisions, and
etc., and are all greasy and fat, and
long to be ready for active service. Only
thirty of our company have got cloth-
ing from the government . . . . We left
Omaha with perhaps fifty horses and
purchased the others on the road. I
have had to drop my pencil six times
since I commenced writing this short
letter, and you may judge whether I
am busy or not by this. I write on my
knee, and can't trouble myself to use
ink. I wish to give my respects to all our
friends and would be glad to write
them all.

There have been some things done
since we left, we don't like. One man
from Company A is said to have been
shot while after chickens one night,
and one horse killed by accident. Facts
will out.

At Eddyuville, the men boarded a
train and arrived at Keokuk on October
28. The next day they began a steam-
boat voyage to St. Louis, where the
squadron went into camp at Benton
Barracks.

Steamer Die Vernon, from Keokuk to
St. Louis, Oct. 29, [1861]

We reached Keokuk last evening
about dark, and immediately came on
board this boat, which is bound for St.
Louis. T. W. Tipton came on board at
Quincy, and Strickland and othersjust
came on from Hannibal, where our
boat is now lying for freight and etc.?
We shall probably leave in a few mo-
ments. From all I can gather, I fear we
may be detained in St. Louis for a time.
Ilong to hasten on to Fremont, and add
my might in driving the Confederates,
Price, McCulloch, and etc., from Mis-
souri.?!

We passed Athens, Mo., yesterday,
where Green and Moore had their en-
gagement.?? There were about four
hundred troops marching through the
streets with drums and banners; but it

Martin Stowell

PERU TIMES.—-EXTRA.

Peru, N, T. July 14, 186GO.

A vich acene orvitsred heregn Wesloeso
ay ovening last. Tt sertas 8 fom olays
sy Daily"s retaen homwe, thee Hepubdi-
vanm of thi< place. neting fom the unbis
ascd impalacr of their own judguent
wished to wegnnizen C Tl and after give
iz neticr to every Republican in tewn.
and securing a full mecting of the lexal
soters of the party bery, seleeted M
STUWELL fur Presi and the asual
nutsher of other offfaes. In o fen days
2 unlive uf the srgand amd uftleers
names were pubdishel Bepublican
paper i the conntiy. A fow days tore
and M. Daily cvures howe, sl Bading
the turn affairs had taken, seemed drenl.
Gty alaroned at the eletion of Stewel)
an Leatl of the Republivans «f Pera, and
i rexseds It an & sativun ooen
d of o much_imporia
~ called and esperial
certain of Daily’s frie
from diflirent partw of the connty (vven
welve miles distant) we atteind s thereby
clearly <hewing Daily’s fear «f the Re-
publicans of Pern. where Pably sl Stun -
o}t buth live and sne beet kaawn,  Stitl
tearing the vesult, Daily’s friends ape
vautioned not bt Stownglior his friends
aunw the wlject of the mecling. only olal-
ing that Daily wonld wpeak. O the:
evening appoiated, Daily’s frivneds couldl
b secn conting fnte the town about dark
with saxiety depicted in their cvunte-
vances. We have the flloming froin an
cyc-witoes

The mecting wa ised by clecti,

o it eing e msaiset by et

Do
made a speech oa  political “topi

> maight nataraily "mb tah-
ing his eest, be called Wells,
the Sherifl, (who is eaid to Bave been si-
Iuo;:‘ ;h‘l chareh h‘)‘h making
w00 fres with stracge Sumen,) for 8 speech.
The PﬂML‘lnt’f afew remark . attempt-
«d to read a prezmble and a reslation o
e, but after making several attempis
Daily cutws 1o the rescnte and phojerees
v read U for bim—he having weitsen
them.  They st Gorth that wne M

N. Stowel], had epposed the elevting i
the walld Daily for Congeess last _r:l aad

et

hence was il a il of the: Bepube
tiran party, gud al he offie
uf Presidency of the Repablican Clul wa-

a veflectinnon Aiw, &c., that he ouglit to In:
wad aul of the party which sustained
him. (Daify) Afer readiog the rvailne
tione Mr. Stowell steppest cuolidently 1
the flaar in frent of the (habeman’s desk,
and throwing the mitnies of e tesadne
tiony down an the dedh. commenved
speaking, Eveey eva suel cor was open
10 catch every word, louk. sod gesture
He tirat ¢learly stated that thiv attack on
him by Daily’ was entirely oarxpected.
and uncelled for: that he was satisfied
last Year with having informed the Reo

texus of the Territory who and what

Iy was; and thet he believed he bad
done his daty buth to the Republican par-
ty and the Tervitory, That be had de-
rided Dot to oppose Dally this year, ex-
oept ia Coavention, Ifhe saw fit. ‘The
geound of bis opposition t+ Thaily last

Sear was that bhe hadl sacriflced v ofthe
fuudanwntal peinciplen of the ¥y
sirtnally swinelling hitn snel Jds fricnede
ol of the vight W exprres their wishes
Goe delegation to the Rellerue Conventhon
which selevted Dafly s bia othr objiee
tiuns were well kovwi. 17 said Dally
or any uther man wish
tricks i him.
bard ron 4o bt tha be (8
stovidedd w year, amt weeral handnad dol.
Tars, 1o mvure to e puogdr of Kensas the
right ¢ & just and Foir due of the betlote
X, a0l With sievees s and Iwe el sew
o ditfervnee hetween hefug swindled out
of i vote by Bordn: BButlians in Kaness,
ve Bordey Rutllany in the sheops clathluy
of Nopahlivauisor in Nehenehe, carepl
that the latter were mneh the mcanesl.
That A helieved Daily wonld shatter the
Hc'!:lalllit an party futo a8 thnsand plecrs
i’ll J .f
eflt,

‘\Ihmulu it i Bl avrey pupsanal ben.
Ve.

AMrer Stowell closed, Daily wob e

thoer, Al nlm\rml tn convince his hesrs

1 had boen durmiglit by the:

a1 hee wan & shrowd Detwne

) seeking o 2ot untesl of
e Repmblivan party. awl woald thea
lead 1t where I pleased. (This ©s
rathet & prar opinion e express of
who < edd v e falthfelly lant
year)  That Xtowdll received pay for his
wrsives frun ) 1y &c.

When Dhaily chimesd, Btowell again step-
posd to thae thoowr and 1 o spocak

that Sewrll had o : of bis owt—
‘"--.tvﬂ tarning sad pnlnliu kis Bogerat
Daily. replivd that be should bave had
saned if [taily bad ot swindled him oat
of balf he lrvanght 1) this couatey.  While
Bninhing the wentence Xtowell tarned to
the sudience on theather side of the hocse.
Daily n-rhx: his eyes turnml, sprong over
e seat al hing, with eves gnd cocntes
nance fashing and with clutched fsts
steuch &t Stowell without his kowwing iv,
or saapeeting that any vae coutemplsted
wuch o thing: hut Stowell's fricads caught
Dably 100 s, sl the Blow only trache
wl him, having expended it force beforr
vesching kim. T a motent Ntosrell aald:
“Plrase be mated geothten, be peated.”
Micr s mument all fnok thelr peats, sad
Stawell prwcveded as theagh -oﬁngbd
hcﬁwm«l. uily saging that e was e
halledng. aud “heaer did not wish to en-
soxe In such wocnee.  That If such weer
the beat srguments Dally bad to work
with. bis esse saust he' desparate. He
hoew whe his fricaids weee and fesred
nathinz. That If Dajly expected to secan
feicads ju this way be thought for one be
(Mtowell) hiad no rsuw to complaia. He
the prererled for ahnct hall an bour i1
# wonl cuiting strain directed a1 Daily
and ouc ur 1o of his friends, who are
,\'vlrllg al Sauell's heels tike o maoy
Hithe cune.  Every puin) Daily stated was
-«l--'ull,\' w-: f-irls .;:I'md. -

¢ I caderstond thet & repurd be
wade vut by Daily to salt b 1

when Daily, seeming tobe afeaid, teied tn
Staucll apjeared to pay
1 1haily orthe Chair.
trived to choke bim off.
eut o until Daily. standing i
the s uear Stowedl, called hisa tooesder.
Stowell beloz 1w such of & gentleman
wot b eonfortn te all fust rules, stopperd
for Daily t «tete his pulnt of ordee.
Mr. $4aily <sisl i1 wae pertisterntary
hsisbiw ixel by Beamsl. aned the
i couiry Crivads lnsing
i anl elamoriug to gu
home) ¢ 1ake the suestion, std detnand -
o 'l"l:q sinting by oow taked

o voplicel that haviog opuned the
font B haol @ vight te cliose, atid bav e
e e or sbpanhd s ivbil foor mthing bt
wljorts ntuso
M. b
Sou intcol

Ntowell—

E I [ Y
e

lense,”
“Hoaw Lanz wild in take son

it ) Ret done”
1 this rate yoncmay 1abh

youu e tiredof i1 yonaen
o e, have your (ricodn tere
and ane (1 ¥lng to prevent iy replying te
vour chargen: bt U have the Booe and
nhall keep it we fung ax 1 please”

Datly here gave it up, sacaked off into
o corncr and listened for o half hour or
wore, while Stowell made everything ring
to the influite watinfactinn of his fricnds.
The ctfort made tv crush him sronsed b
energies, wnd hiet wectiet] to disappalnt
every une by his bold, manly replics and
cutting truths. When nply!nﬁu Daily’s
charge that he hed boen bought by the
Democratn, though failing to produce one
particle of nhﬁu«. anveringly stating

all perwunsl masters

Dity and Stowell were amical

fant yuar, 2nd beace whatever ham

Deett said 231 year es an offeet to Dully’é

«coarse, that catse does hot now ellisb—

Had Stowell have dreamcd that Delly was

rontemplating an stteck cpon him, and

that the meeting was uxu.ﬁ'} that

powe. be woald bare made siwe n‘nrl:

et ionce of his fricad® thene. - s
When the sute wae taken. to the swr-"

peise 'I.r."l"'\‘ lm! hb.giﬂnk Mw:(

the ol

Ing he cxlled upon all two ue three
tavote. The E’ﬂu iy quite m\u=
that Batly <howed his—nakedaces, and
injurcsl hisrelf; aul that Geeling lagain-
ing groaud every day.  Sympathy be fass
tarning in favor of Ntowell whove gea-
tlemanly and manly catrse has secured
for him the oot + and nepeet of
many whe huew listle of hien hefee—
Many Hepublicans, and am-ugz thew Dai-
)\"n Friends, eonslider his attach on Staw-
) anealled] for and wrong. eml don’s
atee 1 Folish in him
which but for this. wo'd *
Some_are glad, for it
hat Dakly Is not the

is well ondersivod ¢
tirst chojce of the Republicsns here.
O canme fuor the attack fa sappised s

hase hae

hat Stowell had bheon easvaess
to soiw exient. aml found
wf fhheof the Mepuhiicans
Tigion. of Brownville, fur
Cungeems.  Many k  upon Daily™s
efforts to seeure appropriations as design-
ed mare to mectre the vutes at Plattsmoutl
of the wusntics inlerested. than the gond
of the Torrltorys
Daily han evidentty caught = Tartar
thistine.  We understand Stowell takes
inflnite satisfactian In sloglog=—
G, 1o grace bow great & deblor,
(T} Dady 1'm esnstcalaed to be.”

Martin Stowell called his anti-Daily broadsheet of July 14, 1860, an extra to the

Peru Times.

made my heart sad to think it neces-
sary. Itreminded me of a similar scene
I once witnessed in a Spanish colony,
and which made me curse the aristo-
cratic authors from the bottom of my
heart.

Our men are rather crowded for
cooking facilities on board, and will be
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willing to leave on reaching St. Louis;
otherwise we get along very well. We
have all our horses, men, and baggage
on board, beside[s] the usual
travel[ers].

The noble action of Fremont's guard
is all the talk in military circles just
now; and a feeling of indignation is felt
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for the miserable attempt on the part
of traitors in disguise, who are raising
such a cry against Fremont and
McClellan - evidently more to destroy
confidence in them and weaken our
efforts to crush out the traitors.?® Let
every true lover of his country, and
haterofthe secession aristocracy, frown
upon all such attempts. Let the base
subterfuge meet the contempt it de-
serves. In haste yours, M. Stowell. P.
S. If there are eight or ten good men in
Nemaha, who wish to join us, tell them
to come to St. Louis, and I will find
them a place. We have six or eight we
propose to transfer to company D, for
the purpose of enabling that company
to get filled up.

The Nebraska Battalion reached St.
Louis October 30. The ensuing weeks
were spentindrill. Fresh troops contin-
ued to arrive by the thousands, and
disease and accidents began to take
their toll of the men in the crowded
encampment. Despite the boredom of
camp life, Stowell saw the Curtis Horse
becoming an effective fighting force.

Benton Barracks, near St. Louis, Mo.,
January 15, 1862

Mr. Furnas, Dear Sir, It has been a
long time since I wrote you a line —in
fact I have written but one business
letter since I wrote you, aside from
matters connected with the regiment.

The "Nebraska Cavalry" has been
absorbed into the "Curtis Horse," which
now comprises twelve companies and
contains, officers and men, about 1,000.
It is fast getting in readiness for ac-
tion.

Much of the careless, reckless way
of doing businessis beingdried up, and
I hope to see an efficient regiment if we
are not disbanded. Government seems
to have too much cavalry in the field.
Troops are pushing forward and all are
wishing it was their time to go.

The health of our men, as a general
thing, compares favorably with other
companies. I am sorry to record the
death of one of our Peru men, Henry
Duel. He died in one of the St. Louis

hospitals day before yesterday. You
would hardly believe me, I presume,
when [ say I deeply feel his loss. He
was young and promising, good
dispositioned, honest and faithful in
the discharge of his duties, and deserv-
ing of my sincere respect.?

Another excellent young man, by
the name of John McMichael, from
Page County, Iowa, died two or three
days before in one of the hospitals. He
occupied the same tent with me when
taken sick. My attachment was none
the less for him than for the other.
Indeed he was a fine young man, and
having been with me so much - eaten,
drank, and slept with me —I can truth-
fully testify to his self-sacrificing pa-
triotism and public and private worth.
Ever cheerful, he commanded the re-
spect of his comrades and fellow sol-
diers. There are one or two from
Nemaha County who are sick, but I
hope they may be better soon.

Ishould write often, but I can hardly
get time to write to my family. I have
not rode my horse three hours for the
past two weeks, solely from the great
press of business. I do not complain,
am glad I can do something to some
purpose.®

It is generally conceded that I am
doing the duties of three men and offi-
cers, but I hope for a change soon. Col.
[William W.] Lowe (our colonel) is one
of those hard-working, unassuming
men; honest, competent, and faithful.
He has the confidence of all who know
him in the regiment. He commands
with quiet dignity, and cannot fail to
secure the love of his officers and men
if he pursues the course he seems to
have marked out for himself. You know
I am no flatterer and hence will believe
me when I say I speak my honest sen-
timents, without fear or hope of re-
ward. Ifhe gets through relying mainly
on his own sense of justice, he will be
heartily supported by every true man
in the regiment.

We all feel deeply mortified at the
reports of jayhawking in Nebraska,
and we hope those who have been so
ready to condemn others in times past
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will prove their own honesty by unit-
ing with their neighbors to suppressit.
I cannot see how any man, who can see
the dreadful results which must come
to our territory from such business,
can lend the least sanction to such a
practice. I donot hesitate to say thatno
man will allow himself to keep such
men or their horses or other property
about him unless he is willing to be
branded as a thief himself. Let the
county officers, if the legislature has
made no provision, use every meansin
their power to suppress it; and let the
people sustain them, with their lives
and property if need be. A community
controlled by bands of lawless, roving
men, unchecked for months, step by
step the virtuous become weakened;
laws are trampled on, and the founda-
tions of society are broken up. Years
may elapse before security of peace or
property can again be restored. My
hope for the future is in Nebraska, and
hence I feel deeply any stain upon her
fair name.

There are many things here which
do not suit me, but as it all is in a
common cause, I forbear now. I have
received several copies of the Adver-
tiser, which was forwarded as re-
quested. With best wishes for my
adopted Territory, I am truly yours. M.
Stowell.

Early in February 1862 Brigadier
General Ulysses S. Grant launched his
Joint army-navy expedition against the
Confederate defenses at Fort Henry on
the Tennessee River and Fort Donelson
on the Cumberland in northwestern
Tennessee. Called the "key to the Con-
federate heartland” by historian Ben-
Jjamin F. Cooling, the capture of these
forts by the Union forces would open an
invasion route to Nashuille and the
deep South.,

Grant mobilized troops from
throughout the Departments of Mis-
souri and Ohio, including the First
Nebraska Infantry from its winter camp
near Georgetown, Missouri, and the
Curtis Horse from St. Louis. A massive
flotilla carried the men of Grant's expe-
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dition southward, accompanied by the
gunboats of Flag Officer Andrew H.
Foote.

Although Fort Henry fell easily to
naval bombardment on February 6,
1862, Fort Donelson held out for three
days against combined army and navy
assaults. The First Nebraska Infantry
played a key role on the third and
decisive day of battle before Fort
Donelson February 15. The Curtis
Horse was part of the force left to oc-
cupy Fort Henry and protect the Union
rear.?

Steamer Hannibal, Cairo [Ill.]. Feb.
10, 1862.

Friend Furnas: We reached this
place early this morning. Our regi-
ment is on three boats. One boat has
already gone to Fort Henry and the
other two will leave in a few moments.
The Nebraska Infantry . . . on the cars
from St. Louis is here. They are to
follow us immediately to F't. Henry . ...

Ft. Henry, Tenn., Feb. 12 [1862],

R. W. Furnas, My dear sir: I am
really in "Dixie" and I realize it in full.
This is a beautiful spring-like day,
warm and delightful. The trees are not
in bloom, neither do I hear the robbin
sing, but all seems cheerful and happy.

About 20,000 troops are said to have

27

left here since last sundown for Ft.
Donelson 12 miles east of this. It is
believed there are 20 or 30,000 more
here. All are anxious to go. The Ne-
braska infantry came here last night
on aboat,but were ordered to go around
by the [Cumberland] river to Ft.
Donelson, and are probably nearly
there before this.

We were all surprised at the extent
of the entrenchments here. They ex-
tend nearly all around for a mile in all
directions from the fort. The scene in
and out of the fort is worth a respect-
able pilgrimage to see.

Five o'clock p.m. — The quartermas-
ter [probably John N. H. Patrick of
Omaha] and myself took a ride around
theintrenchments and among the "cit-
ies of tents,” which are in every direc-
tion from the fort on this side the river.
Among objects of interest at the fort,
which is only a breast work of earth,
with trenches all around, angles, cor-
ners and triangles, magazines, log cab-
ins, cannons—some mounted, onerifled
all burst in pieces, shot, shell, grape,
canister, and etc. A flag-staff, having
had a cannon ball shot through it at
the cross-trees, stood leaning over,
nearly ready to fall; while through the
surrounding woods are found enough
shot and shell, round and conical, on
the earth, and some buried as they
struck, making, in some instances,
holes large enough to bury a man.
Some burst, and the fragments are
scattered in every direction, leaving
evidences on the trees of their belliger-
ent propensities.

Feb. 14 — About half our men have
gone over to Ft. Donelson, and in all
directions to intercept any secesh
troops who may attempt to escape. The
balance of us are loading boats with
provisions found here after the cap-
ture. They are being sent around by
the river to Fort Donelson, for our
troops. We are ready to jump into our
saddles to go to the rescue, or join the
chase, as circumstances require.

10 a.m. — Cannon are heard in the
direction of the Cumberland and we
are all waiting to mount andjoin in the
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fight, if we can get a chance, which
seems to be all that is feared.

Feb. 14 —The troops have been fight-
ing at F't. Donelson since I wrote the
above. We have heard the cannon dis-
tinctly for most of the day. From 10 to
2 they roared to kill. Other cannon left
here for Fort Donelson today, also two
regiments of infantry.?’

There were four or five companies of
Secesh cavalry threatening the camp
yesterday on this side of the river; and
we were sent to engage them, but have
just gothere and arelaying on a steam-
boat at the landing, about three miles
above Ft. Henry on the Kentucky side
of the river. It being late, we shall not
go on shore until morning, and may
then return or not, as circumstances
demand. This is a brisk place. All are
on the move. You will have some ideaof
the fortifications here — Ft. Henry —
when I tell you that the entrenchments
and breastworks are seven miles in
extent.

The contest at Ft. Donelson is a
severe one, and we are now in doubt as
to theresultifthereis anyresult atall.
All seem to feel confident of the success

of our troops, but expect we shall sus-
tain considerable loss. Our men are
fighting with a coolness and courage
which is gaining them many laurels.
Our own regiment feels provoked to
think it has no chance to join in the
engagement. But they are beginning
to believe they will yet have a chance
somewhere.

The battle at Ft. Donelson is be-
lieved to be the most bloody and hard-
est contested since the war commenced.
You will probably have all the particu-
lars before long. Stowell.

Ft's, Henry and Heiman, Ten., and Ky.
February 21st, 1862.

Friend Furnas: You are doubtless
aware of the surrender of Ft. Donelson
before this, and most of the matters of
interest attending it. Unfortunately —
for so we regard it — our cavalry were
not engaged in its capture, though our
Nebraska Battalion were on the west
side of the Tennessee River, threat-
ened by all the force at Columbus,
Memphis, and all the region between
us. 1200 secesh cavalry were but a few
miles from us, and an attack at any
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time would not have surprised us at
all. The day before we came over, 60 of
our men engaged 400, which met acci-
dentally and routed them. I was not a
little surprised as day after day wore
away in the capture of Fort Donelson
and no attack was made on us, either
toretake this point, or to draw off some
of the forces at Ft. Donelson, and by
that means aid their forces, which were
so heroically maintaining their ground,
but we looked in vain. Our men were
continually on the scout, and a part of
them are several miles in the country
all the time watching the movements
of the enemy. Since the battle, several
regiments have returned to this point,
also a battery of cannon (6 pieces).
Several of our Nemahaians from the
1st Nebraska, now over the river at Ft.
Henry, came over to see us today. They
were in the thickest of the fight at Ft.
Donelson, and are admitted by all to
have acquitted themselves nobly dur-
ing the seige, losing but 4 in killed, 2 of
whom are understood to have been
shot accidentally by some of our own
forces.?® The number of prisoners are
believed today to have been in all about
22,000.

The reports from other points are
favorable, and there seems to be a
belief on the part of many that we are
nearer the end than some suppose.
Which ever way it may be, sesesh has
received a dreadful blow. The provi-
sions and other stores & c., captured at
Ft. Henry and Donelson will aid our
commissary department at these points
materially . . ..

I am credibly informed that the
Nebraska regiment met the Texan
Rangers and killed 65 of them; that
after the surrender they threw their
arms into the river, declaring they
should never fall into the hands of the
Yankees. Their flag is now floating a
few rods from my tent, under the stars
and stripes. It is a fine banner, the
accompanying cut may give you some
idea of it [Here appears a drawing].
Blue ground work for stars, one large
star in the centre and two smaller on
each of the five points, a scroll in the
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body of the flag and "Texas" printed
and a star below. It is a splendid de-
sign, and its deep red and blue gave it
a fine appearance. I certainly admire
their courage and wish it might have
been engaged in a better cause . ...

Forts Henry and Hunter [Heiman?],
Tenn. and Ky., February 24, 1862,

The thousand reports which are com-
ing to us of surrenders, vacations, & c,
on the part of the Confederates and
fighting until the last man has fallen
before peace shall again be restored,
are enough to create a smile, when we
find tens of thousands of men well
armed and equipped, provisioned, &
c.,yielding, as at Ft. Donelson. I think
they are beginning to realize the feeble
hold they have upon the masses, with-
out whom the chivalry can do nothing.
The fact is now beginning to be real-
ized that thelaboring classes, the "mud-
sills," constitute the real power of the
country, and that the traitor hold on
them is too feeble to enable them to
cope with men who realize the fact that
the good institutions, the happy homes
with peace and plenty, depend upon
their own right arms. Men accustomed
to work for themselves are best suited
to fight for themselves, and will be
found lying in the entrenchments or
upon the field, rather than abandon
the benefits of the past and prospects
of the future, by surrender. Well may
the people rejoice at the noble stand
made by our troops. The only com-
plaints I have heard has been among
those stationed away from the imme-
diate scene of action, though doing
important duty. All were needed, and
from the best information I can gather,
more were needed where they were
during the engagement. While our in-
fantry were in the hottest of the fight,
our cavalry were watching the move-
ments of the enemy in the surrounding
country, carrying messages & c., to our
stupendous whole.

You have doubtless heard of the
movements eastofhere —at Clarksville,
Bowling Green, and Nashville. In the
neighborhood west of here, for thirty

miles, the secesh are packing up and
leaving. Contrabands arrive here ev-
ery day, and with other sources of in-
formation, we are kept fully posted.*

There has been 300 secesh cavalry
about 20 miles from here, which have
kept our men in a rage for some days.
Not that they annoy us; but our men
remind me of a noble horse, fully
equipped and impatient to be let go.
They only wish the commander-in-chief
would say the word, and any number
from 30 to 200 would give them a trial
of their steel. Others are anxious to cut
off communications between Colum-
bus and Memphis by railroad, and
would delight in undertaking the ex-
pedition. Two of our men stationed as
pickets on a road towards a secesh
town one day, rode leisurely on to town
alone, stopped a while, tried to get the
news, and after proving themselves
Yankees by their numerous questions,
rode leisurely back to camp, the party
having returned before dark.

Many seem almost afraid the war is
nearly "done gone," and they will have
to return without seeing the elephant,
while the larger portion cannot "see
where we are going to land.”" What my
own opinions are may seem visionary
to some, and I will not trouble you with
them,; suffice it to say, "the end is not
yet.” When I told the people of our own
county what to expect, a year and a
half prior to open hostilities, they
thought me excited or visionary, but
are now satisfied that I did not tell
enough.

February 25 -Wehave just received
word that our battalion, which em-
braces all our Nebraska men, have just
been permanently attached to Thayer's
command.* This is received by most of
us with joy. We expect Thayer's bri-
gade over to join us immediately, and
shall then hope for a forward move-
ment....

We have good boating; the rains
keep the Tennessee River full. M. S.

Grant soughttoexploit the victory at
Fort Donelson by moving south along
the Tennessee River. Most of the troops
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again were loaded aboard steamboats
for the campaign that resulted in the
bloody Battle of Shiloh, April 6-7, 1862.
Meanwhile, cavalry units, including
the Curtis Horse, remained near Forts
Henry and Donelson guarding against
Confederate cavalry and bands of ma-
rauding guerrillas.

Ft. Heiman, Ky, & Tenn., March 8,
1862

Friend Furnas: There are thought
to be between thirty and forty steam-
ers already in this vicinity, loaded,
loading, and to be loaded. Some have
gone up the river, (Tenn.), how far I do
not know, but suppose to be about two
miles above, waiting for others. Here
you can see from the bluffs, ten or
fifteen, said to be taking on troops from
Ft. Donelson, while there are now here,
and at Fort Henry, 12 or 15 more, and
others coming up, arriving constantly.
This is destined to be a great expedi-
tion,judging from present appearances.

Our battalion, and a battery of can-
non are left here. The 52d Ind. Regi-
ment, Indiana is expected to arrive
here from Ft. Henry shortly. You don't
know how anxious our regiment are to
go. The Nebraska Regiment embarked
day before yesterday, and is lost to us
among the forest of boats. Our pickets
are out night and day, there being no
other guard here. A few citizens were
in yesterday, there being no pickets on
through the day. They pick up old boots,
socks, clothes, & c., which our troops
threw away when they left for the
steamers. We do not seem to be at-
tached to the Nebraska infantry as
was supposed. It seems Gen. [Lew]
Wallace changed his mind in regard to
it.

March 9, 5 p.m. The battery re-
ferred to has just left here for Paris
Landing, a few miles above here. One
hundred of our men went as a guard
with it. There seems to be no end to
boats going up the river loaded with
troops. We have just heard that the
Confederates have withdrawn from the
river 10 or 12 miles and are preparing
for a greatbattle soon to take place this
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side of Florence, Ala.

Citizens have been comingintocamp
all day for protection. They say that
the confederates are pressing every
fourth man into the service and they
come here to prevent being forced to
fight us. They are moving everything
of any service to them to their aid. We
have now here less than 200 men able
for defence, and two companies of in-
fantry only as yet, and from present
appearance may not have any more.
The citizens inform us that there are
from fifteen hundred to two thousand
confederate cavalry at Paris, 25 miles
west of here. Whether they will turn
their attention this way or some other
is unknown. We have a large picket
guard out and intend to be as well
prepared as possible for any emergency,
though it seems to me we are not a
temptation to any confederate com-
mander of decent sense. Though Fort
Henry is but one mile and a half from
here, it could be of no benefit to us for
sometime on account of the river, and
lack of any boats to reach us.

Mch. 10 — I was just told by one of
the surgeonsof an Ind. Regt. that there
are not less than 120,000 troops on the
boats just above here, about starting
for Alabama. S.

On March 20, 1862, the following note
appeared in the Nebraska Advertiser:

We very much fear that the above is
the last letter our readers will peruse
from our valuable correspondent, 'S,
who has been so faithful in keeping us
posted with detailed news from the
Nebraska boys. In our telegraphic col-
umns will be found a telegraphic date
Ft. Henry, March 12, four days later
than the above letter, in which Maj.
Stowell is mentionedin the list ofkilled
at the battle at Paris. Ifit should prove
that the person is Martin Stowell from
this county, we will warrant he fell
when the fight was thickest. No more
brave or patriotic man ever breathed
the breath of life. We shall probably
hear more definitely by our next issue,
andifit prove true that Mr. S. is killed,
we will say more of him. - Ed.

Nebraska Advertiser, March 27, 1862.
DEATH OF MARTIN STOWELL

A correspondent of the St. Louis
Democrat, writing from Ft. Henry un-
der date of March 16, confirms the
reported death of Martin Stowell of
this country. He says, speaking of the
battle at Paris, 'We lost six men [sic] -
Sergeant Major Martin Stowell, Ser-
geant D. H. Geary, privates P. M.
McGuire, J.J. Warren, and Dickison.'?

The same correspondent adds: 'No
better or braver soldiers can be found
in the army than those from Nebraska.
They are men that have been inured to
trial and danger on the plains, and
who have suffered all the fatigues and
privations incident to western life.'

Martin Stowell was a native of War-
ren, Mass; where his wife and two
children are now sojourning. He has
resided at Peru in this county for four
or five years past. He had some social
characteristics which made him bitter
enemies. Yet all admitted him to have
rather a superior mind, bold, fearless,
and unflinching in his course and ad-
vocacy of any measure he espoused. He
was strictly temperate, and an indus-
trious, hard working man, whose loy-
alty and bravery were the most zeal-
ous and daring. We will guarantee that
Martin Stowell fell with his face to the
enemy and where the battle raged fierc-
est. His bereaved family have the sym-
pathies of this community.

EPILOGUE
Clarence H. Gibbons, Stowell’s fellow
soldier from Nemaha County, described
how Stowell diedinaletter to hiswidow,
Eliza Stowell:

Fort Heiman, Ky., March 12, 1862
Mrs. Martin Stowell: As I am well
acquainted with your husband and
enlisted at Peru with him, we enjoyed
our social conversations together until
yesterday the 11th day of March, 1862.
As our country has a great many
men in arms for the purpose to protect
its constitution andlaws we were called
upon yesterday to put down drafting
men in the Sesesh army. And after
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traveling all day until about four o'clock
we land[ed] in Paris, Henry County,
Tennessee, and stormed the town.
Finding no enemy in the town we went
a halfmile on the west side of town and
found a camp of eight hundred strong.
We opened fire on them with our bat-
tery and could not take much effect on
them.

Then we made a charge and Martin
Stowell being in the lead saw the en-
emy hid in the brush and he said, ‘here
they are boys,' and fired his pistol at
them and in attempting to prepare for
the second fire he was fired upon and
instantly killed.

Your husband fought bravely and
was very much esteemed in our regi-
ment. We mourn his loss with you and
may God grant that this government
may have millions as true friends to
their country as Martin was. I will see
to the effects of your husband here and
try to have it sent to Cairo until we
return. Then [after this letter is?] re-
ceived if you have any instructions to
send me I will heartily attend to it asit
was the wish of Martin for me seeing to
his effects and letting you know about
his death ifI should survive and he did
not.

Welost: nine killed, seven wounded,
having in all three hundred men and
six field pieces. The sesesh loss was
one hundred and fifty killed and eighty
wounded, having in all twelve hun-
dred. Yours, Clarence H. Gibbons.

I'wrote this as soon as I arrived from
my journey and am very tired, excuse
the carlessness in my writing, C. H.
Gibbons.?

The Union soldiers killed at Paris
were buried nearby, and the bodies
were moved later to a national cem-
eteryat Memphis, Tennessee. The iden-
tity of the men was unknown by then,
and they were buried in numbered, but
unnamed, graves. At the time of the
exhumation, one body supposedly wore
the uniform of a sergeant major. This
body was buried in grave 2432 in the
national cemetery, which is likely the
final resting place of Martin Stowell of
Peru.3*
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Stowell’s service was not forgotten
in his adopted hometown of Peru, Ne-
braska, as long as Civil War veterans
survived. When Post 302 of the Grand
Army of the Republic was organized in
Peru it was named in Stowell's honor.
Plansunderwayin 1928toerectamonu-
ment to Stowell’s memory were never
realized.*
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243.

2Thomas W. Tipton of Brownville was chap-
lain of the First Nebraska Infantry, and Silas
Strickland of Bellevue was regimental adju-
tant. Evidently the two men were en route to
join the First Nebraska, then located near
Springfield, Missouri. Because of rebel activity
in Missouri, virtually all military travel in Mis-
souri was first routed through St. Louis.

21General Sterling Price commanded the
Confederate Missouri State Guard. Benjamin
McCulloch led Confederate troops who defeated
a Union army under Nathaniel Lyon at the
Battle of Wilson's Creek near Springfield, Mis-
souri, Aug. 10, 1861.

22Colonel David Moore organized a force of
Union Home Guards in northeastern Missouri
and continually harassed secession forces com-
manded by General Martin Green of the Con-
federate Missouri State Guard. The engage-
mentmentioned by Stowell probably was a small
skirmish, typical of the constant guerrilla-style
warfare that plagued Missouri. See Wiley
Britton, The Civil War on the Border, I (New
York: G. P. Putnam's Sons, 1899), 147. An excel-
lent recent study is Michael Fellman, Inside
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War: The Guerrilla Conflict in Missouri During
the American Civil War (New York: Oxford
University Press, 1989).

23John C. Fremont was Union commanderin
Missouri. During an Oct. 25 advance on Spring-
field, Fremont sent troops from his bodyguard
under Major Charles Zagoni to recoennoiter the
town. Zagoni's small force dispersed a fewrebels
and raised the American flag on the courthouse
before withdrawing. Fremont was relieved of
command in Missouri Nov. 2, 1861. Britton,
Civil War on the Border, 154-55.

Alley's diary provides additional details
about the regiment's activities at Benton Bar-
racks.

Stowell had been promoted to Sergeant
Major of the First Battalion, Curtis Horse, on
Jan. 11, 1862.

%*The best study of the Fort Henry-Fort
Donelson campaign is Benjamin F. Cooling,
Forts Henry and Donelson: The Key to the Con-
federate Heartland (Knoxville: University of
Tennessee Press, 1987).

#’Stowell probably heard the cannon fire
from the failed Feb. 14 gunboat attack on Fort
Donelson.

*The First Nebraska Infantry was in the
thick of the fighting at Fort Donelson on Feb. 15.
At a crucial point in the battle, the Nebraskans
helped turn back a desperate Confederate at-
tempt to break out of their encircled fortifica-
tions. See Cooling, Forts Henry and Donelson,
166-99.

2Evidently the Texas flag captured by the
First Nebraska Infantry had been brought over
to Stowell'scamp by some of his Nemaha County
friends from that regiment.

3'The Union victories at Forts Henry and
Donelson had knocked a gaping hole in the
Confederate defense linein the West. They were
forced to abandon West Tennessee, and lost
Nashville, its strategically important capital.

3John M. Thayer, former commander of the
First Nebraska Infantry, had been promoted to
lead a brigade in Lew Wallace's division.

320fficial Union losses at Paris were given as
five killed and five wounded. The Roster of
Nebraska Volunteers, 1861-1865, compiled by
Edgar S. Dudley from records in the Nebraska
Adjutant General's office, lists three members
of the Curtis Horse who were killed at Paris,
three wounded, and one taken prisoner. Cap-
tain Robert Bullis of Buel's Missouri Battery,
which accompanied the Curtis Horse to Paris,
was also killed.

3Gibbons exaggerated the Confederate ca-
sualties at Paris, which were negligible. His
letter is transcribed in Hauptmann, Martin
Stowell, 64-65.

3Hauptmann, Martin Stowell, 65.

3]bid., 73, gives the proposed wording for
the monument.



	NH1993Martin_Stowell.pdf
	PNNH1993v74i1-22-31Stowell.pdf



