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Editor’s Showcase

Dazzler’s Story

By Mary Krugerud

It happens frequently in our news-hungry
world: the local weekly paper writes
about a hometown celebrity, a news ser-
vice picks up the story and publishes it
nationally, people seek out the celeb-
rity, and soon & manufacturer realizes
the marketing opportunity and offers
product sponsorships and promotional
tours. It could be the tale of a phenom-
enal baseball pitcher or football quarter-
back, but this story is about Dazzler, a
Poland China hog from Leigh, Nebraska,
who held the unofficial title of World’s
Largest Hog in 1928,

Dazzler was farrowed on March 10,
1925. His mother, “Clan’s Mayflower,”
was bred to “The Armistice Boy” by G.
N. Neely of Scribner, and then sold to C.
G. Luedtke of Creston. Dazzler was pur-
chased by the Deichmanns of Leigh on
October 3. William, the third of nine
brothers, assumed operation of the fam-
ily farm southeast of Leigh after their fa-
ther, Arthur, died in 1926. William
Deichmann raised about six hundred
pigs year round with the help of his
brothers, Herbert, Walter, and Hans,
who lived on the farm with their
mother, Anna, and brother George.!

Dazzler ate the same food as the
other hogs, mostly corn and barley, but
he grew large, even for a Poland China,
which were bred to be big. As his
weight increased, he became unable to
perform his duties as herd boar and he
- was castrated. One fall day when a
trucker from Schuyler came to take a
load of hogs to market in Omaha, Daz-
zler was due to be on board. The men
worked up a sweat persuading him to
go up the ramp and into the truck.
When Dazzler turned around and shot
back out, Hans recalled that William
said, “Let him go, we’ll get him the next
time,”?

Mary Deichmann Krugerud, daughter of Hans,
lives in Minnetonka, Minnesota, and works for
the Minnesota Department of Administration’s
Management Analysis Division in St. Paul.
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This picture of William Deichmann and Dazzler appeared in the April 6, 1928, issue of

;S

the Leigh World. The hog weighed 1,220 pounds at this time, according to the scale at
the Diechmann farm, one hundred pounds short of his top weight. Because Dazzler was
never “officially” weighed, it is uncertain whether he could legifimately claim the titie

of “world’s largest hog.” Courtesy of author

Reprieved, Dazzler spent a few more
weeks in the fattening lot, and fatten he
did. One of the hog doors in the shed
had to be enlarged to allow for his
height. The next shipment of hogs went
without him—neighboring farmers were
already dropping by with their families
on Sundays to take a look at the massive
porker. By spring of 1928 the enterpris-
ing Deichmann boys were charging ad-
mission for people to see the hog. Anna
felt it wasn't right to make the neighbors
pay and so William set out a jar by the
hog shed with a sign suggesting a ten
cent “donation.™

Dazzler made the leap from local
novelty to national star when Mrs,
Charles Kuhle, wife of the Leigh World
publisher, wrote about him in the
paper’s April 6, 1928, issue. The accom-
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panying picture showed Dazzler stand-
ing shoulder high to William, who was
about five feet, six inches tall. Dazzler
weighed 1,220 pounds, stood fifty-one
inches high, and measured nine feet
from the root of his tail to the end of his
nose. He “stands right up on his feet and
is unusually active despite his enormous
weight and size,” noted Mrs. Kuhle *

The next Monday, Mr. Neely visited
the Deichmann farm in hopes of repur-
chasing the hog. “Deichmann Isn’t Sell-
ing,” headlined the April 13 World, By
then, the original story had also ap-
peared in the Omaha, Lincoln, Sioux
City, and Chicago newspapers. A flood
of letters started arriving for William
Deichmann from all over the country,
some “from men who wish to buy the
hog or his get; others ask for information
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on his raising and feeding.”® Soon the
Associated Press published the story in
newspapers all over the United States.

In June the World reported that an in-
ternational news bureau had contacted
William Deichmann asking for a photo-
graph to be published in papers in Eu-
rope. The paper also reported that Daz-
zler was to be a feature of the “immense
livestock exhibit” at the Colfax County
fair in Leigh, and described William as
“perhaps the best-known hog man in
the world today.” The giant animal, by
then weighing 1,285 pounds, had been
put on a diet so he wouldn'’t get too
heavy during the hot weather.®

Dazzler’s publicity attracted the at-
tention of the Raven Pig Meal Company
of Omaha. On July 1, T. Scott Simpson,
president and manager, visited the
Deichmanns and arranged to sponsor a
show tour to various state fairs. The hog,
accompanied by William and Herbert,
would be shipped in a special railway
car to fairs in Missouri, lowa, lllinois,
and Kansas. The schedule was not to in-
clude the Nebraska State Fair nor the lo-
cal fair in Leigh.”

In late July the Deichmann farm
hosted two film crews. Both the Fox
Film Corporation and the War Film Cor-
poration filmed Dazzler, the latter for a
library in New York that supplied other

Clyde W. Ice in the cockpit of a Ford Tri-mofor. NSHS-RG3882-550

film companies with “pictures of un-
usual specimens.” Dazzler's weight was
reported as 1,320 pounds.®

The World’s August 17 issue reported
that Dazzler was being prepared for the
lowa State Fair in Des Moines. The rail-
way car plan had been scrapped and
the schedule had changed, too. The hog
would be going to Lincoln, Topeka, and
Hutchinson (Kansas) after the lowa ap-
pearance,. Insurance had been secured,
but only for $140 because Dazzler
couldn’t breed and was valued at mar-
ket price.® Dazzler, William, and Herbert
rode to Omaha in a chain-driven Fed-
eral truck with solid tires. Water from
the Deichmann farm was shipped along
with him so his digestion would not be
upset,1

As it turned out, Dazzler didn't travel
to lowa by train or by truck—he flew.
Raven recruited well-known barnstorm-
ing pilot Clyde Ice to fly the hog to Des
Moines in a new tri-motor Ford mono-
plane. Several hours were required at
Carter Lake landing field to take the
chairs out of the plane, reinforce the
floor, and build a $75 crate to contain
Dazzler. “I didn’t want him trying to turn
around in there,” Ice later wrote. “When
you're up in the air and something that
big starts moving around, it could create
quite a ruckus."!!
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In order to have Dazzler emerge from
the plane headfirst in Des Moines, they
covered his head and backed him into
the crate.!? Cameramen from the dailies
and hundreds of other people had gath-
ered at the field to watch the loading.
William described the adventure:

When we started up [in the plane], Daz-
zler was lying down but he became ner-
vous and got up and stood for about ten
minutes. It was windy so the riding was
not smooth as it is sometimes. The
draught took Dazzler’s breath. After ten
minutes he laid [sic] down and did not
get up again. Every move he made caused
the plane to lose balance. Every time he
threw his head up the plane shot up 30 or
40 feet. That took my breath away too."

The plane made the trip at an alti-
tude of 1,600 to 2,000 feet and traveled
at eighty to one hundred miles an hour.,
When they reached Des Moines, five
hundred people were on hand to see
them unload. Three thousand people
visited Dazzler’s pen on the first day of
the fair. The arrangement with Raven
was for the company to pay travel costs
in exchange for using Dazzler to pro-
mote its feed; the Deichmanns could
keep whatever they charged for admis-
sion. Eleven-year-old Walter was often
responsible for collecting the money."

Clyde Ice was to fly Dazzler to the Ne-
braska State Fair in Lincoln, but Walter
and Hans recalled that everyone in-
volved in the first flight decided against
repeating the experience. Instead, the
group traveled by train with Herbert and
Dazzler sharing a livestock car. When
the door was opened in Lincoln, Herbert
was leaning against Dazzler and both
were sound asleep.!

Dazzler continued to draw large
crowds during his tour, and he made his
last appearance at the Spencer, lowa,
fair. In September, he was sold on the
Omaha market for five cents a pound to
a man who specialized in buying un-
usual animals, and who planned to use
him for exhibition. Dazzler died two
months later.'

William’s annual boar sale in 1928
attracted buyers from all over Nebraska
and neighboring states. The average
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sale price was $44 per head. After the
Deichmann farm was sold to Roy
Folken, William went into business in
Leigh, where he operated a tavern and
Deichmann’s Westinghouse appliance
store. Herbert moved to Omaha, where
he worked for Cummins Diesel. Walter
lived in Omaha, too, and worked for
Nebraska Light and Power. George
farmed near Leigh. Hans, the only sur-
viving brother, farmed near Milan, Min-
nesota, and now lives in Dawson. The
Deichmann cousins and their families
gather in Nebraska every summer for a
reunion.
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