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Article Summary: In 1998 the Nebraska State Historical Society began to generate digital images from the glass 

plate negatives of the famous Butcher photographs of homesteading on the Plains.  The new digital images reveal 

details previously hidden in the shadowed areas of prints made from the negatives.  

 

 

Cataloging Information: 

 

Names: Solomon D Butcher, Uriah Oblinger, John Curry, Bob Olive, Luther Mitchell, Arni Ketchum, Anton 

Smock, Harvey M Pickens, Fred Pickens 

 

Nebraska Place Names: Overton, West Union, Oconto, Ortello Valley 

 

Keywords: Solomon D Butcher, Custer County 

 

Photographs / Images*: grocery store in Overton, Nebraska, 1904; “Nebraska Gothic,” the John Curry sod house 

near West Union, Nebraska, 1886; old sod house where cattleman Bob Olive was fatally wounded in a shootout 

with homesteaders Luther Mitchell and Arni Ketchum in 1878, photographed August 4, 1888; new family 

northwest of West Union, Nebraska, 1886; Anton Smock homestead near Oconto, Custer County, Nebraska, 1904; 

Harvey M Pickens and Fred Pickens, Ortello Valley, Custer County, Nebraska, 1889; unidentified family in 

southwest Custer County, Nebraska, 1892  

 

*Note: An area of enlarged detail appears alongside each Butcher image in this article. 
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