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Article Summary: Hanson, a Pulitzer Prize-winning composer (1896-1981), attributed his musical inspiration to the 

Nebraska prairies where he grew up.  Bachenberg provides biographical details and a selected list of recordings. 

 

 

Cataloging Information: 

 

Names: Howard Hanson, Hans Hanson Sr, Hans Hanson Jr, Hilma Eckstrom Hanson, Wilhelmina Herold, Earl 

Morin, George Eastman, William Grant Still, Joseph Maddy, Ruth Watanabe, Margaret (Peggy) Nelson, Gerard 

Schwarz 

 

Place Names: Wahoo, Saunders County, Nebraska; Rochester, New York 

 

Howard Hanson Compositions Discussed: Symphony No 1—Nordic, Symphony No 2—Romantic, Symphony No 3, 

Symphony No 4—Requiem, Symphony No 5—Sinfonia Sacra, Symphony No 6, Symphony No 7—A Sea Symphony, 

“March 17th,” “March of the Bells,” “Pan and the Priest,” “Merry Mount,” “Dies Natalis”  

 

Keywords: Howard Hanson, Luther Academy, Wahoo Mendelssohn Club, Wahoo High School Orchestra, 

Wilhelmina Herold, Earl Morin, Redpath Lyceum Bureau (Chautauqua), Chicago Conservatory of Music, College/ 

University of the Pacific, Prix de Rome, Eastman School of Music, Festival of American Music, National Music 

Camp (Interlochen, Michigan), Metropolitan Opera, Ruth Watanabe, Margaret (Peggy) Nelson, University of 

Nebraska, New York University Hall of Fame, Nebraska Wesleyan University, Wahoo Neumann High School, 

New York Philharmonic Orchestra, Gerard Schwarz, Seattle Symphony, Omaha Symphony, Nebraska Hall of 

Fame, Saunders County Historical Society 

 

Photographs / Images: Howard Hanson, about four years of age; Hanson with cello; Wahoo High School 

instrumental ensemble about 1912 (including Hanson, Earl Morin, and probably Wilhelmina Herold); Wahoo, 

Nebraska, about 1914; Hans and Hannah Hanson, Howard Hanson’s grandparents; Hanson’s birthplace and 

boyhood home in Wahoo as it looks today; Hanson conducting the Wahoo Neumann High School Band, February 

21, 1966; Lincoln Symphony Orchestra and Nebraska Wesleyan Concert Choir, conducted by Hanson for the 

February 20, 1966, dedication of the NWU Fine Arts Center 
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