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Article Summary: Many ex-soldiers remained in the West after separation from the army.  Some established 

speculative enterprises, while others operated small businesses or ranches. 

 

 

Cataloging Information: 

 

Names: Charles Ruff, John Dougherty, Robert Campbell, Zachary Taylor, Benjamin H Grierson, Mason Marion 

Maxon, John R Bullis, Samuel Peter Heintzelman, Samuel D Sturgis, Nelson Miles, John C Frémont, George 

Custer, Benito Juarez, George A Forsyth, William R Shafter, William McDole Lee, Preston Brooks, John Butler, 

Alex Stepney 

 

Place Names: Fort Kearney, Nebraska; Fort Robinson, Nebraska; Fort Concho, Texas; Fort Davis, Texas; Pecos 

County, Texas; Shafter, Texas; Fort Belknap, Texas; San Diego, California; Fort Yuma, Arizona; Fort Meade, 

South Dakota; Dodge City, Kansas  

 

Ex-soldiers’ Enterprises: Grierson Brothers Spring Valley Ranch, Presidio Mining Company, Sonora Exploring 

and Mining Company, Fort Meade Hydraulic Gold Mining Company 
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Shafter, William McDole Lee, Preston Brooks, John Butler, Alex Stepney 

 

Photographs / Images: Captain Charles and Annie Ruff with their daughter Mary about 1849; Colonel Benjamin H 

Grierson; Lieutenant Mason Marion Maxon; Grierson’s Spring Valley Ranch (Grierson is seated in the buckboard); 

Lieutenant John R Bullis; Colonel Samuel P Heintzelman; General Samuel D Sturgis; General Nelson A Miles; 

John C Frémont as a Civil War officer; Lieutenant George A Forsyth about 1884; General William R Shafter about 

1898; Fifth US Cavalry veteran Christian Madsen; Ninth and Tenth US Cavalry veteran Caleb Benson; Tenth 

Cavalry Band in a July 4, 1905, parade in Crawford 
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