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Article Summary: This article includes letters from two military men stationed in Nebraska.  A private describes 
for his brother at home the daily routines and distractions of the Missouri Mounted Volunteers.  A captain in the 
regular army serving as commander of Fort Childs complains to his superior about inadequate shelter, clothing, and 
medical resources at the fort. 
 
 
For another perspective on life at Fort Childs see illustrator William Henry Tappan’s journal reproduced in the 
article “‘A great place for gambling whiskey drinking & roguery’: A Fort Childs Diary, 1848,” Fall 2001. 
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Names: William Wilson Ingraham, Charles Frederick Ruff, Roger Jones, John Quincy Adams 
 
Place Names: [old] Fort Kearny, Missouri River, Nebraska City, Nebraska; Fort Childs (later called Fort Kearny), 
Platte River, Nebraska; Salt Creek, Nebraska; Table Creek, Nebraska; Grand Island, Nebraska; Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas  
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Photographs / Images: sketches by James F Wilkins: the abandoned Fort Kearny on the Missouri River, May 1849; 
the new Fort Kearny on the Platte River, June 3, 1949, showing men at work on the roof of the hospital 
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