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Article Summary: George and Sarah Joslyn were Nebraska’s wealthiest family in the early 1900s.  Their lavish 

lifestyle was widely recognized.  Their philanthropy, less well known in their time, still influences Omaha’s 

cultural life. 

 

 

Cataloging Information: 

 

Names: George Joslyn, Sarah Hannah Selleck Joslyn, Violet Carl Joslyn Magowan, David Magowan, Herman 

Kountze, Dewitt Sutphen, Charles Sutphen, John McDonald, Angie Boyce Farnsworth, H H Fish, George Norris 

 

Place Names: Omaha, Nebraska; Berlin, Vermont; Chicago, Illinois 

 

Institutions Supported by the Joslyns: Joslyn Museum of Art, Child Saving Institute, Brownell Hall, Humane 

Society, Fontenelle Home for the Aged, University of Omaha (now the University of Nebraska, Omaha), Visiting 

Nurses Association, AkSarBen, Community Playhouse 

 

Keywords: George Joslyn, Sarah Hannah Selleck Joslyn, Joslyn Art Museum (originally the Joslyn Memorial), 

Joslyn “Castle” (Lynhurst), Western Newspaper Union (WNU), Western Paper Company, John McDonald, Violet 

Carl Joslyn Magowan, David Magowan, League of Women’s Service, H H Fish, Joslyn Liberal Arts Society, 

“Portrait of Miss Franks” 

 

 

Photographs / Images: George Joslyn; Sarah Joslyn; George and Sarah Johnson on horseback; “Lynhurst,” the 

Joslyns’ residence, known as “the Castle”; girls from the Child Saving Institute, one of Sarah Joslyn’s favorite 

charities; Violet Carl Joslyn, the Joslyns’ adopted daughter, in her wedding dress with inset photos of her 

attendants: Alice Carter, Margaret McPherson, and Bertha Dickey; the Child Saving Institute’s new building, a 

project supported by the Joslyns; greenhouse complex at the “Castle,” destroyed by a tornado in 1913; Sarah Joslyn 

at groundbreaking for the Joslyn Memorial in 1931 with C W Russell, John McDonald, H H Fish, and C L 

Farnsworth; Joslyn Memorial  

 

 

 

http://www.nebraskahistory.org/magazine/permission.htm
http://nebraskahistory.org/admin/members/index.htm
http://www.nebraskahistory.org/publish/publicat/history/full-text/NH2002Joslyns.pdf
http://www.nebraskahistory.org/publish/publicat/history/full-text/NH2002Joslyns.pdf






J 





















1 


	2002Joslyns intro.pdf
	2002Joslyns scan AA.pdf

