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Article Summary: The lawyers who were among the early settlers in the Platte Valley made important contributions 

as community builders.  Their professional achievements contradict the notion that the Great Plains was a lawless 

region. 
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Platte Valley Lawyers:  Francis G Hamer, Alexander Connor, Othman Abbott, William Platt, George Thummel, 

Thomas (T O C) Harrison, Beach Hinman, Vic Bierbower, Elisha C Calkins, Alonzo H Church, William Neville, 

John J Halligan, Edward Cunningham, James Ray, Joseph Beeler, Charles Rief, T Fulton Gantt, Charles Colleton, 

John Burley 

 

Nebraska Place Names: Lincoln, Kearney, Grand Island, North Platte, Sidney 
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Photographs / Images: Lincoln County Courthouse, North Platte, about 1880 (A T Andreas, History of the State of 

Nebraska, 1882); Francis F Hamer (Nebraskans 1904-1914, 1915); George H Thummel (Nebraskans 1854-1900, 

1904); Elisha C Calkins (Nebraskans 1854-1900, 1904); Sidney, about 1880 (Andreas); Beach Hinman; Alexander 
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