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Article Summary:  The Rawhide legend is associated with the mid-nineteenth century overland migrations of the 
American West.  Shooting an Indian without provocation and skinning a man alive are consistent themes in many 
versions of the story.  This article includes variations on the basic tale and an alternate explanation for places 
named Rawhide. 
 
 

Cataloging Information: 
 

Names: Orsamus Charles Dake, Elvira Gaston Platt, Baptiste Bahylle, Luther North, William F Drannan  
 
Place Names: Rawhide Creek, Dodge County, Nebraska; Rawhide Creek and Rawhide Buttes, near Lusk, 
Wyoming 
 
Books Recounting the Legend of Rawhide Creek, Nebraska:  Orsamus Charles Dake, Nebraska Legends and 
Poems, 1871; AC Edmunds, Pen Sketches of Nebraskans, 1872; William Philo Clark, The Indian Sign Language, 
1885; Alfred Sorensen, History of Omaha from the Pioneer Days to the Present Time, 1889; Reuben W Hazen, 
History of the Pawnee Indians, 1893; Herman Robert Lyon, “Freighting in the ‘60s,” Publications of the Nebraska 
State Historical Society 10 (1902); John William Ross, Only for Others or, Twenty-Five Years a Household 
Evangelist, undated 
 
Keywords: Rawhide, bull boats (skin boats), Orsamus Charles Dake, Elvira Gaston Platt, Baptiste Bahylle, Luther 
North, William F Drannan, Rawhide Creek, Rawhide Buttes 
 
Photographs / Images: FF Pohlman illustration of the legend of Rawhide (John William Ross, Only for Others, 
n.d.); Orsamus Charles Dake, who included a dramatic poem about the Rawhide story in his Nebraska Legends and 
Poems, 1871; Rawhide Creek, Dodge County, Nebraska; Elvira Gaston Platt, teacher and missionary to the 
Pawnees, who questioned the credibility of Dake’s story; 1851 sketch by Rudolph F Kurz of Indians with skin 
boats that may explain the name “Rawhide”; Baptiste Bahylle with four Pawnee Indians; Luther North, who 
confirmed most details of the Rawhide story (photo circa 1925); William F Drannan, whose fictionalized 
autobiography (1910) said that he had witnessed the Rawhide skinning in 1850 near Fort Kearny; Rawhide Buttes, 
near Lusk, Wyoming, another site associated with the legend; “Bull-Boating,” 1837 painting by Alfred Jacob 
Miller, showing the skin boats used by Indians and traders to transport goods across rivers 
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