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Article Summary:  Two Pennsylvania members of the Church of the Brethren visited the Pawnee in Nebraska in 
1851 to determine whether the Indians would welcome the presence of missionaries.  Heavy rains made tent 
camping and river crossings very difficult for the travelers.  This account of their trip concludes with a description 
of the “Manner and Customs of the Pawnee” that emphasizes the subservient role of Pawnee women.  
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Photographs / Images: Pawnee watching a naming ceremony*; Pawnee beaded bag; Pawnee woman’s beaded 
leggings; headquarters and barracks at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 1848; map of Oehler and Smith’s journey; 
painting of Presbyterian Mission at Bellevue in about 1855 by SWY Schymonsky, reproduced from a Louis R 
Bostwick photograph; Emiline Allis, missionary; Samuel Allis, founder of a Presbyterian mission to the Pawnee; 
Peter Sarpy, fur trader; Indian children; 2-page view of five Pawnee men*; Pawnee woman and children*; 
overview of the Pawnee village*;  Pawnee bandolier, Fort Kearny, 1850; Pawnee man’s quiltwork leggings; Paw-
Hoo-Cut-Taw-Wah (Knee Mark on Ground When Stooping to Drink*; Pawnee men at the entrance to an 
earthlodge*; 2-page view of a Pawnee pictograph on rawhide; Pawnee children*; 2-page view of stereograph of 
Indians and mud lodge showing drying slices of produce (John Carbutt, 1865); 2-page view of tipi poles leaning 
against a lodge entryway*; 2-page stereograph of a group of warmly-dressed Pawnees (John Carbutt, October 
1867) 
 
*Images marked with an asterisk are all William Henry Jackson photographs (1871). 
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