Nebraska History posts materials online for your personal use. Please remember that the contents of
Nebraska History are copyrighted by the Nebraska State Historical Society (except for materials credited to
other institutions). The NSHS retains its copyrights even to materials it posts on the web.

For permission to re-use materials or for photo ordering information, please see:
http://www.nebraskahistory.org/magazine/permission.htm

Nebraska State Historical Society members receive four issues of Nebraska History and four issues of
Nebraska History News annually. For membership information, see:
http://nebraskahistory.org/admin/members/index.htm

Article Title: Wallace Cadet Taylor, The Last U S Volunteers

Full Citation: Thomas D Thiessen, "Wallace Cadet Taylor, The Last US Volunteers," Nebraska History 87 (2006):
28-43.

URL of article: http://www.nebraskahistory.org/publish/publicat/history/full-text/NH2006WallaceTaylor.pdf

Date: 3/28/2012

Article Summary: This is the story of the military career of a little-known Nebraska officer, who served in both the
Spanish-American and Philippine-American wars. As such, it is a case study in the evolution of the American
"citizen soldier."

Cataloging Information:

Names: John Mellen Thurston, Wallace Cadet Taylor, John Stotsenburg, Harry Mulford, Elwell Otis, John Scott
Reed, Robert Lee Bullard, Enoch Crowder, John Parker, George T Langhorne, Fitzhugh Lee, Henry W Lawton,
John C Bates, Theodore Schwan, John Scott Reed, James Parker, Graham Cosmas

Place Names: Camp Merritt, San Francisco, California; Manila, Philippines; San Francisco del Monte, Philippines;
Fort Crook, Nebraska; Vancouver Barracks; San Juan Heights, Cuba; Luzon, Philippines; Calamba, Laguna,
Philippines; Batangas, Philippines; Tayabas, Philippines; San Diego Hill, Philippines; Majayjay, Philippines;
Cabuyo, Laguna, Philippines; Upland, California

Keywords: Eighth Corps; Thurston Rifles; Company L, First Nebraska Infantry; USV [United States Volunteers];
SS Senator [transport]; Spanish American War; Philippine-American War; SS Hancock [transport]; Regular Army;
Olympia [transport]; Pennsylvania [transport]; American Expeditionary Force; Thirty-ninth Volunteers; National
Guard; Philippine Constabulary; pulajans; Medal for Valor

Photographs / Images: Major Wallace C Taylor, First Nebraska Volunteer Infantry, 1898; Thurston Rifles, April
27, 1898; Camp Merritt, near San Francisco, 1898; Manila photo of Lieutenant C M Richards, Captain W C
Taylor, and Lieutenant ] M Tompsett; August 13, 1898 First Nebraska Volunteers advancing through tidewater in
Manila; Men of the First Nebraska come under fire in March 1899 in the Philippines; Dead Filipino insurgents;
American troops carry their wounded back from the front lines, Philippines; Thirty-Ninth US Volunteer Infantry
and Filipino civilians riding small rail cars pulled by a carabao in the Philippines; Three generations of Taylors
about 1916: Wallace Cadet Taylor, his son and his father, Cadet Taylor; 1938 reunion of the US Volunteer Infantry
with names superimposed [Taylor, Frank, Weiss, Roberts, Pageler, Hutton, Lewis, Young, Rountree, Deckert,
Bullard, Haworth, O'Keefe, Morton, Sipple, Gillette, Kleinfeldt, Fuller, Hudkins, Miss Fuller, Long, Blanton,
McKorrel, Thornton]


http://www.nebraskahistory.org/magazine/permission.htm
http://nebraskahistory.org/admin/members/index.htm
http://www.nebraskahistory.org/publish/publicat/history/full-text/NH2006WallaceTaylor.pdf
http://www.nebraskahistory.org/publish/publicat/history/full-text/NHWallaceTaylor.pdf































38 « NEBRASKA history

WITH THE FRIGHTENED CORPORAL QUAKING
IN HIS BOOTS BEHIND HIM, TAYLOR SCALED THE GORGE
AND SLIPPED INTO THE FORTIFICATION.

Observing the Filipino position through a tele-
scope, Taylor concluded that the defenders had
abandoned the entrenchment, and with the fright-
ened corporal quaking in his boots behind him,
scaled the gorge and slipped into the fortification,
finding it and the town abandoned. The defenders
had fled when they learned that two companies of
the Thirty-ninth were scaling the gorge. When the
troops arrived, it is said that they found Captain
Taylor sitting on the church steps enjoying a
cigar.®

On the basis of Taylor's “conspicuous bravery
and gallantry” in the action at San Diego Hill and
his “great personal bravery” in reconnoitering the
stronghold of Majayjay, Major Langhorne in April
1900 recommended Taylor for a promotion to
brevet lieutenant colonel of Volunteers. Langhorne
restated the recommendation in September 1900,
and added a recommendation that Taylor also be
awarded the Medal of Honor. Colonel Bullard
endorsed both recommendations, but, for reasons
unknown, Captain Taylor never received either
citation.*

This was not the only time Taylor was recom-
mended for a brevet promotion while with the
Thirty-ninth Volunteers. Writing to a friend in
Omabha, Bullard reported that Taylor was again
recommended for a brevet lieutenant colonelcy
for gallantry in action near Bay in Batangas
province on March 10, 1900, where he “ambushed
an ambush.™

Following General Schwan’s expedition, com-
mand of the full Thirty-ninth Volunteer Infantry
was restored to Bullard. The regiment garrisoned
at Calambra, Los Banos, San Pablo, and other
towns in the south of Luzon island, an area where
resistance to American rule was especially tena-
cious and prolonged.* The regiment’s pacification
duties were not limited to fighting and patrolling,
but, like other American forces in the Philippines,
the Nebraskans were also engaged in civic affairs
work such as garrisoning and protection of towns,
building schools, supervising road and bridge
construction, building intelligence networks, over-
seeing elections of officials and local governments,
dispensing justice through provost courts, and
promoting public health.”

During its fifteen months service in the

Philippines the Thirty-ninth Volunteer Infantry
fought in eighty-four engagements. Half the
regiment was lost to death, injury, and illness,
and these losses were not replaced.®

The Thirty-ninth had the reputation of being a
“sick” regiment, having suffered 113 disease deaths,
40 more than any other Volunteer regiment.* The
Thirty-ninth also lost 11 men killed in action or
died from wounds and sustained 31 wounded.
More than 700 men were discharged for disability
and other reasons. The Thirty-ninth became so
depleted and exhausted by October 1300 that it
was shifted to a healthier area, the southwestern
coast of Batangas province, where operations
were less arduous.5

Generally, the U.S. Volunteers in the Philippines
stayed healthier than their comrades had been
during the Spanish-American War, because the
Army had improved hygiene, health conditions,
and medical services. The Thirty-ninth Volunteers
had many fewer desertions than average, and the
second lowest total of general courts-martial in the
Volunteer force, attesting to the excellent state of
discipline within the regiment.’

During his service with the Thirty-ninth Volun-
teers, Taylor participated with distinction in
engagements at Calamba and Cabuyo, Laguna
province, January 1, 1900; Binang, Laguna
province, January 2, 1900; Santo Tomas, Batangas
province, January 9, 1900; San Diego Hill, Laguna
province, January 21, 1900; and at Bay, Laguna
province, March 10, 1900. He also commanded the
district of Los Banos, Laguna, from February 14 to
May 24, 1900, and July 24 to August 9, 1900, and
was stationed at San Pablo, Laguna, from March
through June 1900. He again commanded a
battalion of the Thirty-ninth, from October 27 to
December 3, 1900. His final assignment with the
Thirty-ninth was detached service at Manila where
he served as boarding officer at the Customs
House from January 19, 1901, to the muster-out of
the regiment.>

The Thirty-ninth U.S. Volunteer Infantry left
Manila on March 16, 1801, and mustered out of
federal service at San Francisco on May 6.% Capt.
Wallace Taylor did not return to the States with the
regiment, however. In June he chose to remain in
the Philippines and open a new, and in many









Taylor retired from the Philippine Constabulary
in 1916 with the rank of colonel. He moved to
Upland, California, where he became a citrus
grower. After multiple applications and many
examinations, he received a disability pension in
1923 for physical problems resulting from his
wounds during Constabulary service. He died on
December 28, 1939.
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